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Advertiſement. 


The Second Part of theſe Diſourfes, re 
lating mgre immediately to Trade, 1 
in the Preſs, and will be publiſffd 1n' 
few Days ; which handles the follow 
1ng Points, | | 
ET hat ForgienT radeis bene fierg to Png lang 
f.. Os the Penechios and CoreoftT rad, | 

ITI. Oz the Plantation-T raae. ROE 
IV. Oz the Eaſt-India Trade. | 
By the Author of The Eſſay on Ways 
ana Means. p20 1 

To which isadged, the lata Bffay: oz :th 

Eaſt-India Trade. By the ſame Author 


A New Voyage round the World. DeX 
{cribing particularly, The 1h of 
America, ſeveral Coaſts :;and ds"1 
the We# Trdies,” the Iles of CapeVerd: 
the Paſſage by Terra del Fueeo, thei 
South-Sea Coaſts of Chili, Peru, anc | 
Mexico; the Ifle of Gaz one of thei 

 Laazones, Mindanao, and-other Philip-Mi 
ize and Erit-Indi;a Wands near Cam- | 
bodia, China, Formoſa, Luconia, Celebes, 

&c. New-Holland, Sumatra, Nicoba 

Iſles, the Cape of Good Hope, and Santa 

Helana;” their Soil, Rivers, &c. Cu 

ſftoms, Religiong &c. By W.. Dampier, 

The Third Edition, Corrected. ] 


Both printed for James Knaptor. | 
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The; Author. had-not leiſure to make an 
! + Index-to theſe Diſcourſes; it 'was dong 
: by another Hand, and in haſt, which 
\.. muſt-excuſe it's Impes feQtions 


TL1:3 E 0 U, R VS TP. 1. 
Of Political Ar irhmetick. 


Olitical Arithmetick, what it js, Page : 2 
| ' Sir William Pett y, the. ſirft that 
; ly'd it to the. Revenues and T rage, P- 
T. mA Sir William wezt oz, -- 
—His Errors in Calculating P. 4 
Political Arithmetick of oreat uſe to Stateſ- 
men, in unaerſ! anding the Strerigth and 
; Riches of their 0:04, OY other Conn 
L  Sraes, P. 6, 7, 1.14. 
$47 Example of 44 iz Fabims Maximus, p.8 
A pomleage of our own Countr ry, a great Means 
to. find oat the State of another, - \P. 109 


bent 


1.4» Example of it, P. Io,'IT 
437 he Power or Dee of any Natian tobe fore- 
% ſeen, P.12 


Woreign War deſtaitive to Trade, p.12 
Projettors, &C. to be awvided by Stateſmen, 
and Reaſons for it, P.13 
A 3 Eng- 


-I N-D -E-X. 


England, its advantage above other Coun-, 


tries, in Computing by reaſop of the Ex.) 


- ciſe, Cuſtoms, HeartheMony, \&Cc. P. 15% 4 
Poll-Tax, another great Light in theſe'y' 
Matters, p. 16, 19Þ 
Daties on Marriages, &c. another, p: 19 
Knowledge of the Numbers ' of the People, 1 
' 4 great Help to underſtand the Strength + 
and Riches of a Country, P. 17,274 
A right, Diſtinition of the People's Expen-? 
ces, ariſing from Land, Trade, Arts, &c." 


F 200d Guide to Princes, &Cc. p. 22 


An equal Tax, an Eaſe to a Govern- 
ment, p. 233 
An Example of it in Holland - _\ 


France, P. 2 
Political Arithmetick, if more TY of 


great Benefit to the Nation, 25 8 
An Inſtance of it, in the C apitation Ws } 
( ſo wulgarly called ) how' valued by the L 
Projettor of it, and how by the Au-; 


thor, p. 26 
Faculty of Computitg, alſo a Bene 7 # 
Trade,  P+ 29, ZI "Þ 
Intereſted Perfons, no good Adviſers in 
State Afi airs, BS 4 4 | 
Ballancing of Trade, '} 
Methods of the Houſe of Lords to Nl I 
i, o 2 | 
Aathor”s Deſizn for the further on 
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P.M%. DISCOURSE... 
6, x89 5 hk 1D LYLE” 
p: ro Mncerning Credit, and the Means and 
op 1 { Methods by which it may be reſtored, 
ength + ©: 4 v txkon At 
7, 27 1 DO/rire of Credit at preſent, Page 37 
xpen-Ff © . Peace, its, Effects upon it, P.35 
, &c.\ Credit,” what it is, | . p-38 
\. 22 ecority of Loans on,  Parliamemmy 
wang ad, nit a dot” $f 
. 23 T9 large” Titereft , \ contPary\.to. Publick 


and ?\' Good, a \ 
24 Difficulty to vet oitt of a National Debt, 10: 
i of © ſo great as imagines, | *\, P42 
. 25 ICreait, how to be reſtored, P. 42 
Act, Solid Fonds, the main Pillis to ſuppoit 
_—__ ? 7 
the F tt, P. 43 
Au 7 Fonds already granted, aot anſwered the De- 
20J fi2n, P- 44 
to # Monied Men often dangerous to a State,p. 45 
3.4 ſtop in the Circulation of the Coin of 
nf pernicious Conſequence, p. 46 
3o i Ways to make it circulate, Pp. 40 
31 3; Kingdoms Debts more increaſed by Premi- 
ud \ mums, than Intereſt, P. 47 


32 IWalae of the Tallies ſtruck upon Parliamen- 
ns | tary Fonds, Exciſe, Poſt-Office, Malt, &C. 
2 | row unpaid, P. 4d, 
I- A 4 Wealth 


Wealth of England more Ct tiperſed] 


formerly than now, Pp. 49 4 
What Coin brought into the ſeveral Mints 
before the 3 4th-of Auguſt, x691.-p. 50 Þ; 
Two thirds of the Sw of England # inLon- 3 
don, | P-51 þ 
Intereſt of -thi Government, to pr — = 
Circulation of the C vin, 
Ruantiy of the Coin in the Kingdom, 2 ;\ 
the Tear, 1696. P-45 
From whence the Difficulty - of Creait. pro: 4 


ceeds, | P57 


"ai of the Nation at this time, Pa58 JF 
The moſt effettual Methods to make the ot J 
tion flouriſh, 18 

Author's Deſign and. Reaſons. for Pulling 
the fan Diſcoarſes, ' Ppa62.. 
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- 50; 
== v7; the Management of the Kitg's Re- 
TT nh ' Venues, 

the 

+543CNED Drbis of. il C onſequance to the 
7 Nation, - Page 66 

-45 +- = An Inſtance of it in Spain, p. 66 
pro: 1 "are of the Kyng's Revenue, of great Im- 
57 4. Jfortance to the Subject, p. 67 
58 Want in a Prince of wherewithal to main- 
Na- 7 tan his Officers of State, occafſi 18114 _— 


59 , miniſtration, 
ing Debts of a Country to be to be. paid off Pg. the 
\02 well managing the Revenges, - . 70 
, W bat Tmprovements may be made in the prin- 
>, pal Fonds of Creat, P. 70 
£Exquiry into the Deficieps 'of., ſeveral 
Z_ Fouas, P--72 
Le of the decreaſe of the Caſiors, P.73 
- #Az Enquiry into-the fall of the Exciſe, p. 73: 
iA Scheme of the Produce of the Exciſe, P- 74 
tar by which it was 4mprov'a the firſt 
. Sex Nears, P 75 
; "rpg FP Jangerous  Diftemper | in 4 Go- 
by vernment, | P- 82 
auſe of the: decreaſe of the Exciſe in the 
: ate Management, | B06 
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Difference in the Produce in the Years 1 689, 
1696, 1697. p. 883 
Reaſojis commonly given for this de-& 
creaſe, .. p-.89% 
The Revenue of the Excife fatlen'a third, p: RE 
Diſtinft Account of the decreaſe of the ar) 4 
in London and the C ountry, : 
bu 
94 


Author's Reaſons for the decreaſe of jt, 
Capable bf greater Improvements 1688. 
A Proof of it by Political Arithmetick, p. 96 * 

Upon what Grounds the Author makes his v 


Computation, p. Toq # 
A Scheme of the Poſt ire of the Revenue, "for \ 
Seven- Tears, 102 
A Computation of the Produ? of the Da- 
ties on Malt, © nP-. I03, X86 
Quantity of the Annual. Produce of ' Bar- 
ly, 2 "b6 A 
Deficiency of the Malt-Ford, occaſioned” by 4 
the Manazenient, + 'p.:1608 ,D 
Duty on S alt, Joes not anſwer the Conſuke- F 
tion-of the Commoality, P..I10 o 
Total Lofs in the Exciſe, Malt, Salt, Lea-* 
ther,” &c. P.I11 


Multiplicity of Officers , thirgecble to' the ® [; 
KJ#ne, and vexations to the Subject, P-113 C, 
A Scheme of the neceſſary Expence in Manno- | 
ing ſeveral Daties, P. 114 
Duties 072 Marriazes, Births, ' &c. Fr 
Glaſs-W indows, capable of further Im- a 


provements, P.IIO,117 * 
A C Os 


4 INDEX 
44 Computation of the total © Improvemehits 


589 
, $84 of the ſeveral Duties before *menti- 
ae. A ord, 


"f 
Yuthor's Deſigns 'not any particular  Refle- 


1:00} tion, but to hunt after Truth, p. 120 
yo As n | 

v TRE - 
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71 DISCOURSE IV. 
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his Whither to Farm the Revenues, may 
Too # not, in this Jun&ture, be moſt for the 
for | Publick Service? 


102 7 


Du- * IS not impoſſible to compute nearly 
08 ' * the Produce of any Impoſiti- 
3ar- On, Page 124 
106 All" Fonds expeited to anſwer their De- 
[ by 4 fg, P. 124 
108 Difficult at firſt to put any Collettion in 
mp- F order, 3, 594- WALL 
[10 "ad Example of it in the Poſt-Office, Hearth- 
.ea- * Mony, &C. p- 125 
[11 þFearth-Mony, it's advancement by a 
the * Farm, P. 126 
113 Cuſtoms and Exciſe not well underſtood , 
19-2 till Farm#d, Pp. 126 
1.4 "Exciſe, what ſeveral times Farwd at, from 
and } the Year 1663. to 1677. P. 127 
In- g-—lts Produce in a Farm, and Manage- 
17 * ment together, Pp. 128 


T7 | Poſte 


INDEX, IF 
Poſt- How, Hearth-Mon 2, Cuftoms and. Ex 


ciſe, their firſf® Improvements under. 
| Farms, p« 1294 
Reaſons for and azainſt Farms, ys 130, 131 
Poſt-Mony not proper wow to be Farm#d,p.z 336 
The only Branch that has improv al 
every Tear ſince 1688, p. 133% 
Cuſtoms not proper to be Farn? a, P- 134 : 
For the Kyngs: Profit to Farm: the Ex-\ 
ciſe, P. 136 L- 
——Alo the old and new Daties to be ) 
Farn'd, . irl; 114 P-240Y 
A Scheme how it may be done, -._'» -'- iP. 141 5 
What Branches moſt probable to be improv'd * 
by private Undertakers, +... Pt 1427 | 
MW, = the Duty on Malt ſhould yield, p. 143 
Daty on ' Malt not much Prejudice to the 
Exciſe, P: 144 7 
Not aaviſeable to Farm the Exciſe on Bran- 
ay, and orher Imported Liquors, P. 145 
Whither for Publick Good, to take .off the ” 
Exciſe ow Beer and Ale, and lay it .on © 
Malt, P.145, I50 4 
Reaſons "for either, P. 145, 146 
Land leſs affected by the Exeife on Beer, # 
&c. than on Malt, P- 150, 2 
All. Exciſes to be lid as far from 'Lazxd 
. as poſſible, Pp. 151 
Farmers, for their own Intereſt, ought not | 


to 0 oppreſs the People, P-155 
| AY 
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der right Management, the Intereſt of Trade 
29H jv general, © © © p-157 
131M ix'd Management the beſt, p. 160 


x3 3Wrereſt of the Country Gentlemen, &c. to 
00d be as attive in aſſiſting the Farmers, as 
1337 the Kjng*s Oificers, p. 161 
1345 | 
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UA. 


| | On the Publick Debts and Engage- 


L427 
the | 
I 44 Computation of the ordinary Revenue 


of the Crown, with the new Impoſi- 
145 } tons on Wine, &c. in 1688. Page 164 
the W hat in 1695. excluding the Hearth- 


0 | Mony, &C. P. 165 
r5o dhe Produce of the new Impoſitions in 
146 4 1095. P. 166 
eer, What the new Duties ſince 1695. may pro- 
50.1 ance, P. 167, 168 
azd Their total Produce, per Annum, p. 168 
51x What Daties will expire within Three Tears, 


zot | and- what the People will be charg'd at af 
55 bl terwaras, | _ 169, 170 
[he Groſs Debt of England, P.I71 

AR | 
: Publick 
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Pablick of. England leſs encumber'd that | 
France or Holland, rope 174 
Annual Income 4 France, #3 time .0 
Peace, Pp. 17.0 
By what means: the Author came to have hi 
Accompt of the Revenues of France, p. 17Þ* 
A particular Accompt of the Taxes of Franc& 
before the War, P. 1704 
What they amounted to before . the a 
Retan, 3 
Payments out of the French King's Coffers + 
per Annum, for Intereſt due 07 Crown 


4 


Debts, before 1688. P. 1787 
Expences of. France, per Annum, ſize? 
1088. P-179% 


What Sums levied apon * the People of Fu 
France, per Ann. face the War, p. 182 \, 
What probably paid out of the Crown-Re- + 
venue of France, ſince the War for Inte-\ 
reſt, NC. P.185P* 
Experce s of the Crova of France iz time} 
of Peace, greater than the Income, p. 186 
Authors Reaſons for giving this Accompt ** 
of the Condition of the French Reve- Nl 


' Hes, . 189 
p age Income of : Holland, -1 190 Y* 
Annual Charges of Holland, during the 7 
War, | -P- 191 © 
A Scheme of the Annual Income. of Eng- *: 
land, France azd4 Holland; . * p. 193 
C harges of E ngland, towards the Support of © | 


the 


thai the Governmest in time of War, not 


1744 -muth more in Proportion, t an France in 
(1 oj ; Peace, 0,197 
1174 {Our Difficulties may ſooner be got over than 
e hi thoſe of France, P. 204, 222 
17 5 Several. Debts of England, . P-206 
ance$/hat Fonds are continued 10 Auguſt ft 
I 708 1706. Pp. 208 
fn ry De Debt of England, 7 what time may 
c ($1 

7 4 fairs England compared with thoſe of 
04.4 France, during the War . P215 
178] Dur; of France more cnreee in pro- 
finceS portion, during the War, thaz. thoſe 
179 | of England, | P- 219 
: of, Moy, by what WI ays 0 » B n 226,” 

$27 raiſed, a 233 


Res \ny what Methods Holland "WM raiſed ſuch 
great Taxes, and yet grown Rich, p. 228 


ate- 

ry TH hither it may not be adviſcable to leſſen 
im} the Cuſtoms in the Importation, and. lay 
854 # onthe C onſumption, P.230 
apt F Pound- Rate, it's Produce at ſeveral 
ves TY times, A 2 239 


89 Reaſons "for the decreaſe of it, 

#Produce of London, Middleſex, and Welt 
F minſter, compared with the reſt of Fing- 
1 land, 242 
; f the Poll-T ax, P. 245 
93 :Upazr what Fang the Exchequer Bills are 
'N to be ſatisfy'd, : Pp. 248 


LES -- | 

What js 'paid\on Exciſes, pet' Ann: p. 286 

What' C. 4 omodintes moſt proper tb No Y 
'p,2 


Extiſe on, _ 1, P45 
Author's principal "Aim" ts hunt  aftei 
Trath, _—.* x 
Mzix*4 Aid on Land, Poll, &c. the beſt Means 
to rasſe what is wanting, Pp. 257 
Lowering Intereſt of great advantage, p.2 
Methods how to 'vaife confiderabl, 
SUS, : P- 259 
For the good of Trade, if the Bank of Eng 
land were reſtrained from allowing Inte- 
reſt for Running Cafb, * _- p. 265 ; 
The Produce of the Duties. on Glaſs ani 
Earthen-Wares, Paper, &c. to the latter? 
end of the Tear, 1697. p. 267} 
Deficiencies and Arrears at this time, p. 269% 
The Concluſion, p. 272 &C} 
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A Diſcourſe upon the Improving the 
Revenue of the State of Athens. Writ; 
ten Originally in Greek by Xexophon, 
and made Egliſh from the Original, 
with ſome Hiſtorical Notes : With al 
Letter to the Author of the Eſſai 
on Ways and Means, P- 1, &C8f 


*ÞISCOURSES 


Publick Revenues, 


"RADE- 
PART 1 


DISCOURSE L 
the Uſe of Political Arithmetick, 
in all Conſiderations: about the 


| Revenues and Trade.” © VV 


T E that advances 4.new Walter: q 
is bound to ſhow the Fonnda- | 
tion ;he builds upon, 'whereby , 

| the Publick may bett6r” "Judg, 

hither he be right or wrong' in his 
perfiruCture: 
B And 


Of the, fe of 
And deſigning, in theſe Diſcourſes, to 
argue upon the Revennes and Trade of Þ 
England, in a way not commonly pra- # 
Ctis'd, and by what.is now calld Political Þ 
Arithmeeick, ?tis thought reaſonable to 


begin with faying ſomething of that %6 


Art, which the. Writer of theſe Papers | 
mult acknowledge to guide and govern 
him, in. very many of his Concluſions. 

By Political Arithmetick, we mean 
the Art of Reaſoning, by Figures, upon 
Things relating to Government. 

'The Art it ſelf is undoubtedly very | 
ancient ; but the Application, of it, to 
the particular Objects of Revenue and | 
'Frade, is what Sir William Petty firſt | 
began, who as yet has bcen follow'd by - 3 


very few : He firſt gave it that Name, hj 


and brought it into Rules and Method ; '-: 


and his excellent Wit would have carry'd 4 


it very far, if he had liv'd to this time ; 
for his skilful Hand did all along want #7 


right, Materials to work upon , with 


'which he might have been furniſh'd, 4 
by the variety of new Taxes that have 2 
been lately levied in this Kingdom. } 

'The Foundation of - this Art is to be 7 
laid: in ſome, competent ;Knowledge of | 
the Numbers of the: People : And 1n all 


his Inquiries, he took for Guides; the i 


Cuſtoms, Exciſe and Hearth-Mony, oy i 
Lon | the G. 


] 
- 


| 
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Political Arithmetick, 
the Accompts of thoſe Revenues were 
© not- fully tated , and their Produce was 
Znot'known, at leaſt to him, when his 
Books were written, He endeavourd 
®to compute 'the Number of the People 
#from the Trade -and Conſumption of the 
Nation, into which the Excife and Cu- 
ſtoms were* to give him an Inſight, and 
where the Hearth-Mony might afford 
him'yet better Lights. - He was to' gueſs 
at our Strength and Wealth, ' by the ge- 
neral Stock employ/d in "Trade; and he 
might ſee a little into tlie quantity of 
Mony in the Nation, by the Turnings it 
#made into' the Exchequer, in the Pay- 
ments of Cuttoms and Exciſe ; the 
Number of Houſes in Ezg/and ſhow®d 
him the Number of Families, ' from 
whence he was to gather how many In- 
- Habitants the Kingdom might con- 
>Taln. vhs 

j But his chief Schemes were 'calcu- 
Hated before the true Produce of theſe 3 


*Pranches was fully known ; - for as'to the 
Exciſe, till the beginning 'of Mr. YViz- 
38--t's Farm, which was Az 1674. the 
Farmers, in their ſeveral Contracts, had 

ever been oblig'd to giye''in 'a real 
State of their Accompts, arid a true Pro- 
Wuce of the reſpective Counties. And as 
3 the Hearth-Mony, it's Groſs Produce 
. B 2 Was 


 . Of the ſe. of 

was likewiſe keptiprivate til Mr. 7ras?'s| 
Farm, (which; began; A4»o 1679.) whoa 
was oblig'd.'by his: Contract to give,iti 
in. And we-have yet never been able-to} a: 
meet with any true: Accompt of whatÞby 
the Cuſtoms produc'd-, 'till . from--thewve 
Year.1 671. Wo | I © | 
Sothat, the very Grounds -upon which 

he built his Calculations, being probably 


wrong, he muſt, in many Inſtances, befWy 


miſtaken 4n his Superſtrutture ; and-theſl 
true Produce; of. theſe. Branches beingi 

conceal d from. him, and indeed fromWtc 
every Body elſe but the Parties concern'd,8Þ1 
in all likelihood he: over-reckon'd the 
in his Mind, and was thereby , brought: 


to over-rate the Inhabitants of Exglazdſgic 
and- to under-rate the Numbers, and. tha; 
Strength and Wealth of other CounWpc 
tries: And this Error in a FundamentalWe: 
has led him into many others, and hagT 
miſled ſuch as have follow*d him in the 
Matters. 3- 

"Tis true, Sir William. Petty had. veryf%n 
much ſtudy'd the Bills of Mortality, an&&:; 
' the Accompts of the Births and BurialsWn 
not only.of this Kingdom, but of otheifier 
Nations, which did certainly help. hinWnc 
to very uſeful Lights. 


Political Arithmetich, 

'But, throngh the whole'Courſe of his 
oF ritings it'may be'plainly ſeen, by any 
obſerving: Man;':that he was to' advance 
* Propolxicn, not quite right in it ſelf, 
Ebut'-very -grateful to 'thoſe who. go- ' 
hel errd:. $1. + 
The Growth of: the French King, and 
ichEhiefly of his Naval Power, was a-very 
blyMmpleaſant Objeft for the- Parliament , 
bend: the - People of 'Enzland to contem- 
thefplate ; and no doubt. it did:diſquiet the 
ngeMind of King Charts IL. But this Prince, 
omFlclighting to be ſootl'd in his Eaſe and 
YdEPleaſures,,- and to have- no - anxious 
emgTrhoughts, was. very glad to ſee one .of 
phiSir W;1;am' Pettys Repute | for Calcula- 


* 


waKgions of this Nature, affirm, * That* Sir wit. 
ther ance exceeded Englund very little in j,0009 
unSpoinrof Territory ; That we came near metick, 
talWMem-as to the Numbers of Men ;5-and $76 
hafWThat our Numbers were as efeRtual in p. 77 
| A be 
loin” of Strength ; That the. People of p, ;., 
BRE-z/and had, Head for Head, thrice as 
erpgnuch- Foreign Trade, as the People of 
LNGW77 ante ; That France was under a natural P. 55. 
alsWad perpetual Impediment of being' pow- 
henertul at Sea; -and, That the: French had P. 57, * 
unWnot above Fifteen thouſand Seamen to 
manage their "Trade , out of which, not 
above Ten thouſand could be ſpar'd for a 


uti Flect of War. 


B 3 Every 


' Of the Uſe of © 
Every good Engliſhman, does ; un 


doubtedly wiſh all this ! had -been true ; 
but we. have lately had- manifeſt. Proofs, i | 
that this great Genius was miſtaken in F 
all theſe Aﬀertions; for which. Reaſon 


we have ground to ſuſpe{t, he rather 
made . his . Court , ' than ſpoke / his 
Mind. Th Fi; 91 

The King was well pleag'd to be lulPd 
aſleep by a flattering Council, which 
ſuggeſted, That the Power of France was 
not ſo formidable, and could never be 
prejudicial to this Kingdom : For it ex- 


cus'd his Breach of the Tripple Alliance, | 


and all the other Meaſures which have 
ſince prov'd fo pernicious to the Intereſt 
| of England. 

But, if fuch as medleqd with Compu- 
tations at that time, had truly compar'd 
the Strength of both Kingdoms, and if 
the Minifters themſelves had duly 
weiglyd the increaſing, Wealth, Trade, 
Naval Force, and growing Greatneſs of 
that Nation, it might perhaps have a- 
waken'd both the King and Parliament, 
from ; that. :'Lethargy which has fince 
prov*d fo fatal and expenlive to us. 

The Abilities of any Minifter have 
always conſifted chiefly in this Come. 
puting Faculty ; nor can the Afﬀairs of 
War or Peace, be well manag'd without 
rea- 
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Political Arithwetick. ny 
reaſoning by Figures, upon 'Things. As 
for Example, Suppoſe a Nation enter- 
2 ing into a War, that may have a good 
1 Event 'if they can hold: it out longer 
ſon & than the Enemy ; and a þad One, 1t they 
her ſal be oblig'd to give back firſt: In 
fuch a Caſe, does not a wiſe Stateſman, 
. . WW even in the beginning of the Bufineſs 
Fd Compute and Compare [the Power and 
ich 8 Riches of the Adverſe Party, with the 
vas Wh Wealth of his own Country ;- and all in 
be WH order ſo to husband its Stretigth, that it 
-X- 8 may continue to the very laſt? Does he 
cc, WF not ſum up, the Revenues of the Enemy, 
Vc By and, at the ſame time, reckon'what may 
clt W be gather'd at Home? And does not al 
this help him to. govern wiſely hig 
Princes Aﬀairs, and to &ive his; Maſter 
wholeſome and ſafe Councils? Does it 
not often happen that a Nation, which 
without any Prejudice, may ſpend Three 
Millions a Year for a long Tpaceof Time, 
may be ruin'd by the Expente of. T wen- 
x Millions in three or four Years ? For 
that Body which can bear frequent, but 
moderate Bleedings , muft die, if too . 
great a quantity.. of Blood be drawn 
from it at once. Great Stateſmen there- 
1. fore have always taken care, not only to 
fl know the exact Poſture of their own 
«8 Country, but ikewiſe to underſtand per- 
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Of: the Uſe.of. 
feAtly. the, Power or Weakneſs of other 


People, with whom they have Wars or 


Alliances; and the} Judgment fornvd ® 
from thence ,, is Political Arithme- * 


tick. | | 


*T'was. by this Computing Faculty, 7 
that Fabirs Maximus found out the Way ; 


to break the Strength of Hannibal, and 
reſtore the Aﬀairs of Rome. ' Fabius con- 


ſider'd, That the Forces of his Enemy 
were not of a repairing Nature ; that 
their Supplies were to.come .from a Fac- 7 


fious, and a diſtant Country - that b | 
Hennibal was > wary Cantain,” fall 'of Ml. 


Stratagems, and not to be {urpriz'd him- *: 


ſelf: That his. voluntary Troops, com- 


"$þ of different Nations, were invinci- 7 


le in a-Pattle, and to. be. waſted and | 
- wearied out only by a long War, which 
might conſume their Numbers. On the # 
contrary, That the, Romans were-at \* : 
Home, and had Recruits ready at Hand', '# | 
he thereiofe quite chang'd the manner MF 
of the Wir : And thus, by righrly Com- Þ 
puting and Comparing the Roman and Þ 
Carthaz izian Strength, he prevaiPd more '# 
by not Fighting, than many Conſuls # 
and  Diftators had done with their MY; 


Courage, not ſo wiſely 'govern'd and 
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Political Arithmetick. 


If it could be clearly ſtated what the 
real Wealth and' Stock of a Kingdom; 1s, 
*Z and if it can be known by what. De- 
® grees it grows Rich in. time of Peace, 
"Z and by what 'Steps-it - becomes Poor at 
"Z other Seaſons, ſome Opinion might be 
4 form'd, and Judgment made, how long, 
2 ard'upon what Foot a War might be. 
Z carry'd on with Safety” to the Pub- 
= Fr. 9 
= Tn the ſame manner, if the Condition 
Z of the Enemies Afﬀairs can be rightly 
Z underſtood, forme Gueſs may be made, 
23 how long they can probably” hold out ;, 
2 ſuppoſing Fortune * ro incline. neither 
-, way, and to diſtribute her Favours (as 
+7 ſheufually does among Nations ſtrong 
'Z and wiſe alike) wittrequal Hands. 

7 And if a Country '(engag'd in a 
e i® League with'other Nations) can be.truly 

4 apris'd of the Strength and Riches of- 
2 their Allies, they may know whether 
3 any of their Confederates - are not juſtly 
Z tobecalld upon, and preſs'd for a larger 
& Quora, and to aſſiſt with more Vigour 
2 in the common Bulinels. 

2 For theſe Reafons, able Stateſmen in 
® all Ages, have been at a great Expence 
3 in Embaſſies, or Spies in Foreign Courts, 
27 to get Intelligence of the Poſture of Af- 
2 fairs in thoſe Countries with which they 


; 2 $0 e 
L385 > 4 
Pn 7 p 
«F< : d 
xs by) 
SPA 
WE 7 
$a 
"4 A 
+» 
6 
" 


Of the Uſe of | 2 


are at .War, or with whom they hold 


Alliance. _ Ot. 

He that would furaiſh himſelf with 
ſuch Skill in Foreign Aﬀairs, as: may 
make himſelf uſeful at Home, muſt be- 
gin with an, Inquiry into the Condition 
of his own Country ;:;.in which, if. he 
can attain to a competent Knowledge, 


he will more eaſily find out the Poſture 


and State of other Places. 

He. muſt know the Laws, Conſtitu- 
tion, Humour and Manners of his own 
Country, with the Number of its In- 
habitants, and its Annual Expence and 
Income from Land, with its ProduCt 
from Trade, ManufaQtures, and the 0- 
ther Buſineſs of the Kingdom : And Man- 
kind in:the Maſs being much alike every 
where, from a true Knowledge of his 
own Country, he may be able to form 
an Idea, which ſhall prove right enough 
concerning any other, not very diſtant, 
People. 

As for Example, When the Number 
of Inhabitants in Erzlazd is known, by 
conſidering the Extent of the French 
Territory, their way of Living, and their 
Soil, and by comparing both Places, and 
by other Circumſtances, a near Gueſs may 
be made how many People France may 
probably contain, 

n 


Political Arithmetick. 

In the ſame manner he that knows the 
Income of England from Trade, | by'con- 
templating the Frugality and-Induſtry of 
the Dutch, their feveral forts of Com- 
merce, the: Places to, which-they deal, 
and their. quantity of Shipping, ſhall be 
abie- to find out what: Annual Profit ariſes 
to, the Hollapders, from: their Foreign 
Traffick:  'i | 


And he who. knows what Taxes and 
Impolitions ons —_——_ pay, . by 
conſidering the.different Humours of the 


People, their Stack and: Wealth, their 
Territory, - their Soil and Trade, ſhall 
be, able, by. Compariſon, ' to form a 
.: good Conjecture, what Revenues can be 


” raisd in another Nation ; and 'conſe- 
” quently he may make a near Gueſs, how 
' Jang either Kingdom can carry on a 

War. x | 

In the Art of Decyphring, ?s ſaid 
where three or four Words, perhaps Let- 
ters, can be found out, the whole Cy- 
pher may be diſcover'd ; in a great mea- 
ſure, the ſame. holds, in the Computa- 


= tions we are treating of :* And very 


3 probable Conjectures may be fornv'd, 
2 where any certain Footing can be found, 
.; to fix our Reafonings upon. 

': No Common-wealth or Monarchy 

2X Gd ever arive at a very. great Power, 
£1 but 


LE 


Of the Uſe of - 
but by Methods to'be'' comprehended by 
the Underſtandings of Men; and: we 
read of'ino great Empire raid, but the 


Seeds)of.1ts Deſtruction may have been 


obſerv'd long before, inthe courſe of its 
Hiſtory ; . there being a- certain degree 
of Wiſdom) 'Induftry, Virtue and Cour- 


age, requifite to advance a State ;' and - 7 


ſuch a meaſure of Folly and ill ConduQ, 


neceſſary, to pull it:down. ' In the ſame 


manner,the ways are evident by which 
a Country/grows rich; ard the Decays 


in the Wealtly and: Subſtance of a- Na-' 


tion, may be likewiſeforeſeen early,: by 


ſluch-as bend their Study-to Matters of 


this Nature : For where the Caules are 
apparent, , we imay judge 'eafily of the 


Eftect. A: People. who: keep their Ex-- 


pence at: Home, or /who protect "their 
Trade, will not be much waſted by a 
War. A Foreign War muit nceds drein 
a Kingdom of irs Treafure. "This Trea- 
fure being, the common. Stock, it it be 
dimini{td, muſt certainly diminiſh the 
Trade and Bufineſs of that Nation ; and 
by how much the Trade and Buſineſs of 
a Country 1s leilen'd, and by how much 
its Treaſure is Exported, by ſo much 
that Country 15 grown poorer : Indeed, 
ro compute the exact Degrees 1n all this, 
is difficult; but in ſo dark a Point, 
Con- 
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Political _ Arithmetich. 


ConjeCturesi that come ſomewhat near 
the, Truth, maybe of Service to any 
Stateſman. ! | 4 

"Tis true, that Speculations 1n the Clo- 
ſet, which have not been enlightned and 
aſſiſted by ,Practice and Experience, wall 
be very uncertain Guides to 'him: who 
deſires to know the State and Condition 
of his. Country ; 'a/ Stateſman therefore, 
who would compute with any effett, 
conducive to the Publick Good, muſt 
conſult variety of Men, and Men of 
different Talents; 'and, in any Scheme 
he is to form, above all Things, he muſt 
avoid Projeftors, his Flatterers or Ad- 
mirers, . or thoſe who depend upon him. 
For the Projectors are always too full of 
their own "Thoughts and Bulineſs, to 
judge rightly of it. His Flatterers will 
always aflent ; his Admirers will be 
too much byalſs'd by his Opinions ; and, 
from his Dependants, he can never have 
that Contradiction, by which Truth 
mult be lifted our. 

A great Stateſman, by conſulting all 
ſort of Men, and by contemplating the 
univerſal Poſture of the Nation., its 
Power, Strength, "Trade, Wealth and 
Revenues, -1n any Counctl he 1s to offer, 
by ſumming up the Difficulties on either 
Side, and by:computing upon the _— 
inall 


Of the Uſe of 


ſhall be able to form a ſound Judgment, 


and to givea right Advice : And this is 
what we mean by Political Arithme- 
tick, 

He that has ſuch a computing Head, 


will ſeldom enter into ill Meaſures; he 


will not put the Wars of his Prince 
upon a wrong, Foot; he will not en- 
gage him in weak Alliances; he- will 


not propoſe ill digeſted Schemes and ** 


Fonds for Revenues that ſhall not an- 
ſwer. In any new Council, he will 
weigh the Event before-hand, and con- 
ſider how far it may diſturb his Ma- 
{ter's Afﬀairs, or affect the Nations Cre- 
dit. Happy are thoſe Kingdoms which 
abound mn Stateſmen ſo quality'd ; but 
Miſerable 1s that Country, where the 
Men of Buſineſs do not reckon right ; 
and where, in Matters very 1mportant;, 
and on which the whole Welfare of a 
People depends, they are allow'd to ſay 
Fhey are Miſtaken. 

This Computing Faculty may not 
only be uſetul to Stateſmen 1n the gene- 
ral and higher Afairs, but it will like- 
wiſe help them in the more ſubordinate 
and miniſterial Parts of Government. It 
{hall not only contribute to their well- 
guiding and conducting the Nation's 
whole Strength and Wealth, trufted to 


their 
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® heir Care; but ,if they rightly know 


4 


Moſt Produce is known and: 
Mood. 


How 10 reaſon upon Things, by Figures, 
#hey ſhall commit very tew, Errors in 
Fclation to their Prince's Revenues, or to 
the Trade of -the Kingdom : ; But this 
Point. ſhall anon. be more fally hand- 
2 4 £ 


I There are few Places which afford 


*Þctter Helps for Computation than- Zxg- 
-Xazid does at preſent. 


The Exciſe is a 
eaſure by which, we may judge, not 


\ Holy, of: what the People confume, bur, 


{ome ſort, 1t lets us into a Knowledge 


How their Numbers increaſe. or dimi- 


miſh, The Cuſtoms are the very Pulſe 
of a Nation, from which its Health, or 
Decays, may be obſerv'd. The Hearth- 
Mony has given us a View, certain 
Enough, of the Number of Families, 
Which is the very Ground-work in ſuch 
Speculations ; and theſe three Revenues 
Duſt be the better Guide to Computers, 
@ccauſe the Accompts of them are fairly 


Kept and ſtated, and becauſe the reſpe- 
*Etive Branches have been under ſo exatt a 


anagement , that perhaps their ut- 
under» 


*# The firſt Poll-Tax, 1 Gu. & , May, 
Was paid, with great Alacrity and Aﬀe- 


tion to the Government, and very few 


avoided 


By 


Of the: Uſe of © > 
avoided Payrnent: So "that from" thoſe 
| Books we may not only ſee the* Num- 
bers ,'' but divide 'the. People into 
ſuch proper Claſſes and Ranks, as' may 
' in a manner: ſhow the Wealth and: Sub- 
Kance 'of the whole Kingdom .z* for 
from thoſe Books, and the other Polls 
afterwards afoot, may be colletted and 
obſerv*d, the different Ranks, Degrees, 
Titles and Qualifications ; - And from 
thence may be diſtinguiſh'd the: Number 
of the Solvent, and Infolvent Perſons ; 
the - Perſons receiving Alms, and their 
Children under 16 Years; the Perſons 
not paying to -Church and Poor, and 
their Children under 16 Years; Children 
under 16 of Day-Labourers ; Children 
under- 16 - of Servants in Husbandry ; 
Children under 16 of ſuch as have Four 
Children, or more, and are not worth 
50 /. The Diſtintions made by theſe 
Acts, and the Produce in Mony of the 
whole Poll, allowing for Omiſſions, are 
a very = Light into the different 
Claſſes of the People. | 
The Aid of x & 2 Shillings per Pound, 
1. Guli & Mar. which was-more care- 
fully Colleted than any that has been 
ſince granted, has given us a great In- 
fight into the Rent of Land and Houſes 


in England ; 


But 
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Political Arithmetich, 


But as to the Numbers of the People, 
- that Matter is made yet clearer by the 
preſent Duty on Marriages, Births and 
Burials; and tho? the Returns are very 
faulty and imperfect, Mr. Gregory Kzng, 
by his general Knowledg in Political 
Arithmetick, has ſo Corrected theſe Re- 
turns, as from thence, to form a more 
diſtin&t and regular Scheme of the Inha- 
bitants in Exg/azd, than peradventure 
was ever made concerning the People 
of any other Country. | 

There 1s nothing of this kind ſcapes 
the Comprehenſion and Induſtry of that 
Gentleman, who is much a better Jewel 
to be in the Cabinet of a Stateſman, than 
thoſe wretched Projectors and Contri- 
vers of deficient Fonds, who are al- - 
ways buzzing about the Manitſters. 
And the Writer of theſe Papers, is de- 
ſirous to take this occaſion of owning 
himſelf oblig?d to that wonderful Ge- 
nius and Maſter in the Art of Com- 
puting, for many Lights and Infor- 
mat10ns. | 

The Wealth of all Nations, ariſes 
from the Labour and Induſtry of the 
People: A right Knowledg theretore 
of their Numbers, is neceſſary to thoſe 
who will judg of a Countries Power 
and Strength: 3 
| > & Ard 


18 Of the Uſe of 

And upon this account, undoubtedly 
the Romans did ſo: often make the Cer- 
4's, that a Judgment might from thence 

e fornvd, how able the Common- 
wealth was to defend it ſelf, or to 1n- 
vade others. ” 

And the Sin David committed in 
Numbring J/ra!!, might be probably 2: 
this, That it look'd like a ſecond Proof |} 
of rejecting Theocracy, to be govern'd #7 
by mortal Aids and humane Wiſdom. 

For without doubt, it muſt very | 
much help any Ruler to underſtand fully * 
that Strength which he 1s to guide and *! 
direct ; ſince he may thereby know how ; 
many are fit for War, what Hands ſup- _ ? 
port the Common-wealth by their La- * 
bour and Induſtry, and what ſort of * 
Men are Idle and Uſeleſs 1n 1t. | 

And thus is fo far from being a Matter 
of meer Speculation as ſome think, that 
very many Concluſions may be drawn 
trom thence, uſeful and reduceable to 
Practice. 

For if the Numbers of the People can 
be truly Stated, | if they can be divided 
into proper Ranks and Claſſes, if it can 
be diſtinguiſÞ'd who are Rich, who are 
Eaſy, who can barely Subſiſt, and who, 
by reaſon of Poverty, can contribute lit- | 
tle in any Tax or Aid to the Publick - : 
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Political Arithmetick. 
If all this can be throughly underſtoad, 


in the laying any Exciſe or new Impo- 
ſition, a very near. Computation may be 
made, what ſuch a Duty {ſhould pro- 
duce to the Government ; ſuppoling it 
to be duly Collected, and under a good 
Management. 

In the ſame manner, in a Poll-Tax, 
when the different Ranks and Qualifica- 
tions of Men are divided and ſtated, 
when there 1s a right Diſtinction made, 
between the number of Solvent and In- 
ſolvent Perſons, when it is known how 
many pay not to Church and Poor, how 
many receive Alms, and how many are 
meer Vagrants, a very near Gueſs may 
be made what a Poll-Tax ought to yield, 
{ti]] ſuppoſing it to be well and carefully 
levied. 

Aqd. the Uſe which a Government 
may draw trom this Knowledg, 1s (thar 
ſince ſuch a Branch ought in Reaſon to 
produce ſuch a Sum) to have a watchful 
Eye over 1t, taking Care it may be ma- 
nag'd by the ableſt Hands, and to the 
bell Advantage ; and this does not only 
hold in Revenues that are given for, a 
Term of Time, but likewiſe in Fonds 
that are granted for a Year: For if it be 
known what a Poll-Tax ſhould yield; if 
well Collected, it may lead the Govern- 

C 2 ment 
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Of the Uſe of 
ment to deviſe and promote Clauſes, 
Methods and Penalties, which may aſcer- 
tain the Colleetion ; ſince nothing can be 
ſo prejudicial to the Publick Credit, as 
that Taxes ſhould not anſwer what they 
are given for by Parliament. 

The Number of the People leads us to 
know, what the Yearly Income may be 
from Land, and what from Mines, 
Houſes, and Homeſteads, Rivers, Lakes, 
 Meers, Ponds; and what from Trade, 
Labour, Induſtry, Arts and Sciences : 
For where a Nation contains ſo many 
Acres of Arrable Land, {o many of Pa- 
{ture and Meadow, ſuch a quantity of 
Woods and Coppices, Foreſts, Parks 
and Commons, Heaths, Moors, Moun- 
tains, Roads, Ways, and barren and 
waſte Land ; and where the different 
Value of all this is computed, by proper 
Mediums, it 1s rational to conclude, 


Thar ſuch a part of the People's Expence 


15 maintain'd from Land, ec. and ſuch 


a part from Mines, Houſes, &c. and |- 


that ſuch a part is maintain*d from Trade, 
Labour, &c. And the Poor, exceeding 
ſo much the Rich in numbers, the 


Common People are the proper Me- : 
dium by which we may judg of this | 
Expence. 


There | 
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Political Arithmetick. 


There is a certain Sum requiſite to 
every one for Food, Raiment and other 
Neceſlaries; As for Example, between 
7 and 8 Pounds per Ann. but ſome cx- 
pending leſs, and ſome more, it may not 
be improper to Compute , "Thar the 
Maſs of Mankind, in Ezglazd, expend, 
one with another, near Eight Pound per 


Annum : From whence it may be con- 


cluded, That an Annual Income of {o 
many Millions is needful for the Nouriſh- 
ment of ſuch, and ſuch a number of 
People. 

And if Land with its Product will not 
reach this Sum , *tis rational to interr, 
That the reſt muſt ariſe from 'Irade, 
Arts and Manufactures. 

And further, when a Nation contains 
{uch a number of People, skid in Huſ- 
bandry and the Improvement of Land, 
when they have ſuch an Extent of Ter- 
ritory, and when their Acres are, one 
with another, of ſuch a Value, it may 
be from thence concluded , That the 
Land of this Country will produce ſuch 
and ſuch a Sum. 

So much of the Product of the Earth 
will nouriſh ſuch a number of the Peo- 


ple; and a Soil, fo and fo-improv'd, 


will yield ſuch a Product ; and it this be 
above what the People conſuine, it tol- 
C 3 lows, 
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Of the Uſe of 
lows, That there muſt be ſuch and ſuch 
a Quantity of Goods for Exporta- 
tion. 

Such a number of Men skilPd in Ma- 

ritime Affairs, versd in Traftick, with 
variety of Ports, dealing to many Coun- 
tries, with ſuch and ſuch a Native Pro- 
duct to Export, and ſuch an acquir'd 
Stock to turn and wind, mult gain ſo 
and 1o by Trade. 
And if Land and Trade do not reach 
the Expence in Queſtion, it follows, 
That the reſt muſt ariſe from Arts, Ma- 
nufactures, and the other Buſineſs of a 
People. 

But if Land and its Product, with 
what is done at Home, is ſufficient to 
nour:ſh ſuch a number of Inhabitants, 
and that they are beſides able to Export 
many Commodities and Manufactures , 
and that their Stock is ſuch, as to deal 
in many Goods, with Foreign People ; 
we may infer, That there 1s a Superlu- 
cration of Wealth accruing to ſuch a 
Country by their Traffck. | 

Therefore a right Diſtinction: to be 
made between what part of the People's 
Expence ariſes from Land, &*c. and 
what from Trade; and what from Arts, 
Labour, &c. muſt be a good Guide to 
— I. Prin- 
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Princes and States, in Jayi ing any kind of 
Taxes or, Impoſitions. 

- Expence mult ariſe from _ 7 

Income ; and: ſuppoſe the 

General Income of a Na- 44,000,000. 

tion trom, Land, = 

; Arts, Fc. "_— be 
þ Suppoſe of l. 
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NL yh uy Land; 14,000, 000. 
| i tobe— 
| Þ Trade, Ali | 10,000,000. ESE 
L ) 
2 ; ; es FUR, +5 one 
- | - ...-And wherethis is the Caſe, can it be 
L | + reaſonable, in Taxing the People, to lay 
| +» almoſt the whole Weight upon the 
\_- | Twenty four Millions, and to let the 
O | } other Twenty Millions, in a _ 
39 ; eſcape? And yet this mult happen, i 
Tt | }; Countrics,, where the whole Burthen is 
> | 2 gener ally put upon Land and Trade. 
al ; , So that fuch a Political Arithmetick as 
'* ff could diſtinguiſh in all the different Parts 
” 4 which Compoſe a Nation's Wealth , 
2 | z, muſt be very uſeful and of publick Ser- 
| ' 2, Vice. 
De 8 The Hollanders, during this War, have 
-S | paid towards the Support.of the Govern- 
ad _ ment, above the third penny of their Na- 


ts, | ; tional Income: ' and yet' (tho? the State 
tO | by thereby grown. a 4) *tis appa- 
Gl | rent 


Of the Ufe of 
rent that the -People have 'every Year 
increasd in Riches, which muſt chiefly 
proceed from the equaliry they obſerve 
in laying their Taxes; for equal Taxes 
put all People upon an'equal Foot of 
Frade, and upon an equal Foot of Liv- 
Ing. 
The War, with the ordinary Expen- 
ces of the Government, has not coft 
France, for ſome time, leſs than 16 Mil- 
lions per Annum, which 1s very near the 
Fifth Penny of their general Income ; 
and yet the Methods us'd.in that Kingdom 
for raiſing Mony, have been ſo well con- 


triv'd, that neither their Fleets nor Ar- 


mies have ſtood ſtill for want of a due 
Supply. But the Power exercis'd 1n that 
Kingdom, could nevet have” avaiPd 'ta 
raiſe ſuch a Sum, if their Miniſters had 
not had the Skill to lay the Burthen wirh 
cquality upon the-Peqple. * 

The Fighth . Penny, / rais'd upon the 
Annual Income or Expltics of noland, 
would have maintain*d the War a great 
while, on the Foot of Fiye Millions 'a 
Year, if-the Burthen had been put'upon 
all Degrees of Men alike, with Geome- 
trical Proportion ; for, in alf probability, 
an equal -Land-Tax, and rhoderate 'Du- 
ties upon. the whole ' Conſumption . 


would have produC'd'fiich a Sum ; ant if | | 


this 
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this could have been compaſs'd, the 
Landed Men had undoubtedly been in 
a better Condition then they are at pre- 
ſent, and we had avoided the vaſt Debt, 
which, notwithſtanding the Peace, muſt 


needs be a Weight upon the King's At- - 


fairs, 

This Computing Faculty conſiſts in 
comparing the Strength of Nations, and 
in conſidering their Number, Power, 
Policies, Wealth, Trade, Shipping, 
Naval Force, Land Armies, and Alh- 


allccs. 
But there is 1n thisArt a Sphere for low- 


/] erCapacities to move in,who can preſume 


no further than to find out and prepare 


2 Materials, to be made uſe of by abler 
' Hands, and who think it Praiſe enough 
: tq them, if they can make Tools for 
: $kilful Artiſts to work withal : And of 

: this Rank is the Writer of theſe Pa- 


pers. | 
If general Computations had been 


2} more Studied and Improv'd, thoſe Er- 
2 rors, relating to the Revenues, muſt 


probably have been avoided, which have 


23 ſo entangled the King's Aﬀair;, and de- 
3 lay'd the Peace fo long. 


If fome of the Men of Buſineſs had 


£ conſulted Political Arithmetick, the Par- 
lament had not been troubled every Sef- 


{ions 


Of the Ufe of 
ſions, to make good ſo many Deficient 
Fonds, {iuch as were the New or Ad- 
ditional Cuſtoms, the Quarterly Polls, 
the Duty on Parchment and Paper, the 
Puty on Marriages, Births and Burials, 
on Glaſs Ware, Tobacco-pipes, &c. The 
new Duty on Windows, Leather, with 
other Fonds, which have loaded En2/and 
with a heavy Debt. 

Nor would skilful Computers have 
been ſo miſtaken in the mix*d Aid lately 
granted on Land, and by Subſidy, which 
15 ike to fall ſhort about a "Third of the 
Sum tor which it was to be a Fond. 

And, to ſhew what a near Gueſs may 
be made in any Revenue, that is to ariſe 
from the whole People ; The Writer of 
theſe Papers (who 1s yet but a Scholar 
of Political Arithmetick ) did, as 1s well 
known, on the 24th. of December 1696 


make a Computation of the intended | 


Sublidy. 
Which the Projectors Fe - 
it had valued at -— 2,105,000. /. 
And which the Writer 
of theſe Papers computed © 786,000. 
at no more than 


And if what the common People call * 
the Capitation, with all its Branches, | 
produces within a Hundred. Thouſand # 
Pound of this Sum, in a Tax conſiſting | 
of it 
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of ſo many Particulars, it muſt be grant- 
ed that there is ſomething in the Art by 
which he was guided in his Compu- 
tat1On. 

Moſt undoubtedly, a right Skill in this 
Art would be of great Uſe in all Conſide- 
rations relating to the King's Revenue : 
For tho? the Number of the People could 
not be certainly ftix?d, and tho' the Con- 
ſumption of any Commodity could not be 
truly known; yet he, who goes by ſome 
Rule, (tho? not capable of a Mathematical 
Proof) ſhall ſeldomer Err, than he who 
gropes intirely in the Dark, and only 
tollows the Suggeſtions of his Fancy. 

The Projectors of moſt new Fonds, 
have hitherto been generally miſtaken 
two parts in three : That Art 1s therefore 
to be prais'd, the Rules of which, if 


* rightly follow'd, will ſhow within a Se- 


venth or an Eighth, what any Branch 
of Revenue ſhall produce. 

In all Computations the Number of 
People is the Ground-work;however that 
Knowledg will be but an uncertainGuide, 
without other Helps and Directions. 
For in reckoning what any Branch may 
yield, Conſideration muſt be had of the 
preſent Abilities, and Condition of the 
Kingdom ; -of the Current Caſh, and 


= even of the Diſpoſition of the People to 


pay 


.& 


Of the Uſe of 

pay the Duty. The Nature of the Com- 
modity likewiſe to be charg'd mult be 
con{ider'd, whether it be the proper Ob- 
ject ofa Duty, and not eaſily conceaPd 
and convey*d away, and.whither its Col- 
lection is to be aſcertain'd by high or eaſy 
Penalties ; And whither it is to be come 
at by a few or by many Oiticers ; and the 
Law it ſelf, which is to give the Duty, 
mult principally be weigh'd, for if it 1s 
to be {lackly penn'd, the Branch will an- 
{wer accordingly, by an univerſal. Con- 
templation of theſe Matters, and by ma- 
king every where proportionable Allow- 
ance, 1n all the foregoing, and ſome 
other Inſtances, a Judgment may be 
ftorn”d , what Sum the Government may 
reaſonably expect from any new Rc- 
VEnue. 

And in Computing any new Duty, 
the Number of the People will be an un- 
certain Guide to thoſe who do not di- 
ſtinguiſh rightly, between the Rich and 
the Poor of a Country : For in moſt 
Computations, Men are led into Error, 
by reckoning and concluding, from what 
151n View, and juſt before them. But 
they who will make a true Eſtimate in 
Thipgs of this Nature, muſt conſider 
the Maſs of the People together, and not 
meaſure the Riches of che whole, by that 
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Plenty and Pomp, which they ſee among 
a few. | 

He who will pretend to Compute , 
muſt draw his. Concluſions from many 
Premiſes ; he muſt not argue from ſingle 
Inſtances, but from a thorough view of 
many . Particulars; and that Body of 
Political Arithmetick, which is to frame 
Schemes reduceable to Practice , muſt 
be Compos'd of a great variety of Mem- 
bers. | 

He who will arrive at this Art, muſt 
look into all the Publick Revenues ; He 
mult underſtand ſomething of their Ma- 
nagement ; He mult not be a Stranger to 
the Produtt and Manufactures of every 
County and Place ; He muſt know what 
Goods we Export, and what Foreign 
Commodities are Imported to us ; and 
only from this general View, he muſt 
frame any Scheme that may be uſeful 
to the Publick. A Contemplation of one 
Object, ſhall give him Light into Things 
perhaps quite of a different Nature : For 
as in Common Arithmetick, one: Opera- 
tion proves another ; ſo in this Art, varie- 
ty of Speculations are helpful and con- 

rming to each other. 

Nor is the Faculty of Computing leſs 

uſeful in Matters relating to Trade, than 


in what concerns the Publick Revenues. 
The 
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Of the Uſe of 
The Councils of a Country are always 
inquiſitive after Truth, but to hide 4t 
from *em, and to perplex Things which 
have Relation to Trade, is the Intereſt of 


Jo many, that in the greateit Deliberati- 


ons, Wiſe Men are often miſled by ſuch, 


 aSinall their Actings, conſult more their 


private profit then the common Wel- 
tare. 

'There is hardly a Society of Mer- 
chants, that would not have it thought 
the whole Proſperity of the Kingdom 
depends upon their ſingle Traffick. 

So that at any time, when they. come 


to: be Conlalted, their. Anſwers are dark 


and partial ; and when they deliberate 


themſelves in Aſſemblies, *tis generally | 


with a Byaſs, and a ſecret Eye to their 
own Advantage. 


There is hardly a Commerce, but the } 
Dealers in it will affirm; we looſe by all | 
the reſt: And yet *tis evident, that in | 
time of Peace, the Kingdom gets by ! 


Trade in general. 


A true Accompt of the Ballance of | 


Trade wou!ld fet all this aright, and 
ſhew what Trafficks are Hurtful, and 


what are Beneficial to the Nation ; but | 


probably this Baliance is no way to be 
tound out, but by Political Arithme- 


And 
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And perhaps this Art alone can ſhew 
the Links and Chains by which one Buſti- 
neſs hangs upon another, and the depen- 
dence, which all our various Dealings, 
have each upon the other. 

In the firſt appearance thoſe Trafficks 
ſeem hurtful which Export Mony;, but 
when we come to reaſon upon Things by 
Figures, we find that ſuch Trades are 
Beneficial, when they bring in one way 


| more Bullion, than they carry out ano- 


ther. 


We may ſeem to loſe by the Ballance 


{ in one Place, but perhaps that Trade 
| may be the Cauſe of another, twice as 
4 profitable. So that to object againſt the 


Motion of one Wheel, without knowing 
and ſeeing how the whole Engine moves, 
1s to no manner of purpoſe. 

He that would therefore Compute 
with any good Effect, in Matters relat- 


| ing to "Trade, muſt contemplate the 
3 Wealth, Stock, Product, Conſupaption, 


# Shipping, Exportations and Importa- 


tions of his Country ; and at the ſame 
time, he muſt conſider the State and 
Condition of other Places. 

In this Art, the moſt difficult Point, 


| is to find good Materials, and to 


have a Footing, probably ſure, to fix 


| our Reaſonings upon ; tor where our 


Pre- 
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Premiſes can be certain, our Conclufions 
ſhall be almoſt undeniable: And in or- 
der to this, the Houſe of Lords did in 
1695. lay a moſt excellent Foundation, 
which we hope ſome able Head and 
good Genius, will ſo improve, as by 
this Aid, to find out that Ballance of 
__ which has been fo often talk'd 
of. 

Their Lordſhips have directed the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to draw | 
out an Accompt of all the Exportations | 
from Loxdon, and the Out-Ports, to | 
every diſtinct Country ; and alſo of all | 


the Importations to Loxdoy, and the Out- RF - 


Ports, from every diſtinct Country, for | 
the Years 1694, 1695, 1696. and fo 


downwards. Every Commodity is un- A | 
der a ſeparate Head, and the draw- i 


backs upon Re-exportation are taken | 


notice of, and the Value is ſet down, 


where the Duty on Goods 1s ad valorem. Þ 
And the whole is put into a very good | 
Method, by the skiltul Hands of 

Mr. Culliford. | 
But it would be a further Light into 
the Ballance of Trade, if their Lord- 
{hips would be pleas'd likewiſe to order 
That Books may be made up in the ſame 
Method, tor the Years 1672, 1673 and 
1674. at which time we were Neuters 
in 


Political Arithmetich, 
1n the War, and in poſſeſſion of thar 


'heneficial "Trade, ,of buying Goods in 
one: Place, to ſell in another Country ; 


and when we were indeed the Carriers 
of the World; and that the ſame Ac- 
compt ſhould be drawn up'for the Years 
1686, 1687, and 1688. when our Fo- 
reign-Buſineſs was at it's height, and 
when the Kingdom's Stock did cluefly 
run in that: Channel. © 

- | By conſidering the general Poſture of 
our Traffick at thoſe three.: different 
Seaſons of Time, and by contemplating 
the various Changes in our Exports and 


$ Imports in thoſe different Junctures ; 


a. Judgment may be forn'd,.. from Po- 


' & -litical Arithmetick, how the Ballance of 

3 ;Frade formerly ſtood, and how it is 
& like to ſtand hereafter, with the ſeve- 
Z ral Countries to which Erglazd deals. 


In! the following Diſcourſes on the 


y Revenues and 'Trade, the Author muſt 


own himfſelt very much guided by the 
little Skill he has attain'd ro in this way 
of arguing upon ' Things by Figures, in 
which he is a mean Proficient. . But his 
Ends will be fully-anſwer'd, if the De- 
fects in his Performance, can ſtir up 
ſome Others to undertake the fame Work, 
with better Talents, 
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The Matters to be treated of, ave In- 
tricate and Difficult, requiring the faght 
of many Accompts, which the Author 
cannot come at ; (to whom the -Com- 


 miſhoners of Exciſe have refus'd: any 


InſpeAion into their Books) ſo that, 
ſwimming againſt the Tide, he 1s more 
—— than able, to ſerve the: Pub- 
Dc | , 
There is joyn'd to theſe Tracts, a 
Difcourſe of Xerophoxs, about the Re- 
venues: of the State 'of Athens, done 
from | the Greek Original by another 
Hand. © 3700s 
It. was "Tranſlated at the Requeſt of 
the Writer of theſe Papers, who: was 
deſirous to: ſhew the Publck, how-.an- 
cient the true Notions. were; — | 
Revenues and Trade.. And he is wil- # 
ling that whatever he advances -in the | 
tollowing Obſervations, ſhould be! ex- 
amin'd and try'd by this Standard. 
The Original is highly eſteem'd by 
all the Learned World, and the Reader 
will find Xezophoz has ſuffer'd nothing'in 
this Verſion. EC £2: N 
It was made Ezxzliſh by a young 
Gentleman, whofe Learning and Ripe 
Parts promiſe . greater tters here- 
after ; ſince, in this firſt 'Efſay, he has 
ſhown himſelf ſo great a Maſter, both 


iN 
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in his own, and the Greek Lan- 
guage. | 

And *tis hop'd this Example will 
incite other Perſons in his Poſt, of his 
Age, Rank and Fortune, to ſtudy the 
Buſineſs of Trade, and the Revenues 
of their Country. 

Now the King's Valour and Con- 
duct have dures + this tedious War, 
it may be ſeaſonable to propoſe Me- 
thods of advancing and ſecuring the 
Kingdom's Traffick ; for that high 
Wiſdom, which has made him fo great 
a Maſter inall Military Skill, will lead 
him to encourage the Arts of Peace. 
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DISCOURSE IL 


Concerning Credit, and the Means 
and Methods by which it may be 
reftor'd. 


Bros we begin more particularly 
to treat of Revenues and Trade, 
it may not be unſeaſonable to look into 
the Poſture of Credit, -on which both 
Revenues and Trade ſo much de- 


pend. 
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| Peace has indeed put it ina much bet- 
ter Condition than 1t was; but it is not 


* yet ſo reſtor'd, as to help us, as it did 


Fo Yaur phy =” BuyncF Pt ofthe 


al, I are at the Par , and "ts 
Notes paſs very well of ſuch Goldſmiths 
as have always made current Payments ; 
the ptupon Tallies is moderated ; 
the Bank-Stock riſes; as do the Actions 
in moſt Companies : . AY} which are Signs 
that this huge Engine, which for ſome 
ritgefhasf fog till, Abeginstol be in Mo- 
tion. £ 

But 4. it has not yet recoverd 
the AQivity it had heretofore, when; by 
it's Means, Rent and Taxes were paid ; 
and. when. the Bulk of Trade, here at 


Home, was carry'd on almoſt without 


the Species of Mopy. 

Of, all Beings that have Exiſtence 
only 1n' the Minds of Men, nothing ts 
more fantaſtical and. nice thai Credit ; 
*tis never to be ford ; it hangs upon 
Opinion; it depends upon our Paſhons 
of Hope and Fear ; -1t, comes many 
times. uhſought tor , and often goes 
away: without' Reaſon..;. :and when 
once loſt; is hardy. tO; be quite reco+ 
ver d.”' F. 


It 
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of reſtoring Credit. 

It very much refembles, 'and, in many 
Inſtances, 1s near a kin to that Fame and 
Reputation which Men obtain by Wit- 
dom 'in goyerning 'State-Aﬀeairs, or by 
Valour and Conduct in the Field. An 
able Stateſman, .and a great Captain, 
may, by ſome ill Accident, Slip or Mif- 
fortune, be in Diſgrace, and loſe the 
prefent Vogue and Opinion; yet this, 
in time, will be regaird , where there 
is ſhining Worth, and a real Stock of 
Merit. In the fame manner Credit, 
tho? it' may be for a while oblcur'd, and 
labour under ſome Diihculties, yer it 
may, in ſome meaſure, recover, where 
there is a ſafe and good Foundation at 
the bottom. 

We give over truſting the Publick, or 
private Perſons, then only, when we 
perceive Fraud or evil Faith in their Pro- 
ceedings, or when we judg their Afairs 
to be deſperate : But when the Inter- 
ruption in common Payments 1s occaft- 
on'd only by ſome Accidents in the State, 
when both the Government, and parti- 
cular Perſons, take the utmoſt Care to 
diſengage themſelves ; and when it can 
be made appear, *there.is.a Fond ſuf- 
ficient to fatisfie all Pretenſions, Men's 
Minds will become quiet and appeas'd ; 
mutual Convenience will lead them into 
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a deſire of helping one another. They 
will fiad, Thar no Trading Nation ever 
did ſubſiſt; and carry on it's Buſineſs by 


real Stock ; That Truſt and Confidence '! 


in each other, are as neceſſary to link 
and hold a People together, as Obedt- 
ence, Love, Friendſhip, or the Inter- 
courſe -of Speech. And when Experi- 
ence has taught each Man how weak he 
is, depending only upon himſelf, he will } 
be willing to help Others, and call upoa | 
| the Aſſiſtance of Iis Neighbours, which 
of courſe, by degrees, mult ſet Credit 
again afloat. 

If the paſt Debts, and thoſe which 
muſt be {till contracted, appear not too 
great to be waded through ; it, 1n every 
part of the Conſtitution; there ſhall be 
plainly ſeen a Delfire and true Endea- 
vour to keep the publick Faith inviolate : 
And laltly, it the Fonds, hereafter to 
be given, are ſubitantial, and ſuch as 
will anſwer whar they. are given for, 
the Credit lately erected, and whictr ſtill 
ſeems ai a i{tand, will nor only revive, 
but may be fo enlarg'd, as both now and 
hereatter to give the. Goverament, and 
he Trading part: .of Ezzland, effeftual 
Heip, | 'E if | k. 
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of. reſtoring Credit. | 
But on the contrary, if. the Nation's 
Debt is ſuffer'd,.to ſwell. beyond all 
Compals ; it Men fee that,private Pro- 
perty is not at all made the Common 
Care; if they find ſuch Fonds granted, 
as Tha hardly. pay the Intereſt, and 
leave the. Principal. upon Years to. come, 
they will hardly ſhake off their preſent 
: Sullenneſs ,. but draw their Effets, as 
1 F ſoon as poſſible out of publick Hands, 
1 & into their own Poſſeſſion. SET; 
1 And if by letting this Arrear ſwell too 
's high, it ſhould appear that the State is 
os intent upon the preſent, and care- 
I leſs of the future, ?rwill beget in the 
0 Thoughts. of Men ſuch a Jealouſy, as 
7 may produce very bad Effects, 
E The reſtoring therefore of Credit, 
M and the giving it a new and freſh Exi- 
: ſtence, will abſolutely depend upon the 
0 Meaſures that ſhall be taken in the pre- 
5 ſent JunQture. | 
$ — The Debts Ezzl/and has contracted & 
Il are not ſo great, and the farther Engage- 
:, B ments which mult he enter'd into, will 
d not be ſuch, but that we may. get out 
id of *em with Care and Conduct. _ 
al They who lend upon Parliamentary 
| Fonds, have for their Seciirity the quick 
and dead Stock of the Kingdom; the 
ut Land, with it's.Product ; the Arts, In- 
b oy | dultry, 
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duftry, Labour and ManufaCtures . of 
this Country ; all which, fome way 
or other, ibecome ' affected with the 
Debt. 2 = 

*Tis true, that it may not perhaps 


conſiſt with the Publick Good, to create' 


by Law, a large Intereft and' Eſtate to 
one part of the People, -upot! the Goods 
and Subſtance of the other; but Nations 
that have had a War too big to be man- 
ag*d by any Income to be, rais'd+ within 
rhe Year, could not avoid proceeding in 
this manner, ati& muſt be contented, for a 
while, to pay Taxes to 'one another ; 
which may be done without great Miſ- 
chief to the Subjets, ' provided a due 
moderation' be obſerved; for in this 
'Matter, there is a certain Point, be- 


 yond which there is no paſſing in avy 


Wiſdom. 


 ?Twill not be difficult to emerge out 


of theſe Debts; but if we are frighted 
with our own Aﬀairs, we can never 
mend them, and muſt fink under their 
Weight; therefore the. good - or bad 
Augury of this whole Bulitieſs, may be 
taken from the manner in which it ſhall 
be entertain'd this preſent Seſſions of 
Parhament. - BS: 

Credit 1s probably tobe; reftor?d, if 


both parts of the Conſtitntion; Legi- 


{lative 
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of reſtoring Credit. 
ſative and Mimfterial, bend” their ut- 
moſt Care and Study to ſer 'it for- 
ward. | 

To create in the People a willingneſs 
of dealing hereafter with the Govern- 
ment, all Deficiences- which will hap- 
pen in the late Fonds, ſhould be readily 
made good, .and paſt Debts muſt be 
put into a '' certain Method of Pay- 
ment. ; | | 

And to make theſe Credits 'paſs cur- 
rently from Hand:to Hand, and'become 
in the Nature of'a quick Stock in the 
Nation, wherewith the People may 
tranfact their Bargains, they muſt be 
ſecur'd upon Solid and Subſtantial 
Fofds, In the ſame manner for Debts 
hereafter to be contracted, ſuch Fallies 
as ſhall be propo&d to go in Payment 
of the Fleet, Ordinance, Civil Liſt, or 
for' Stores, Or tor Re-payment of Mony 
to be aQtually lent, ſhould be plac'd up- 
on ſuch Fonds as will every Year clear 
off the Intereſt, -and a certain propor- 
tion of the Principal. If ſuch Fonds can 
be found out, and fet on foot, the Tal- 
les ſtruck thereupon; 'will be as fo much 
new Stock inthe Kingdom ; and becauſe 
they carry Intereſt with them, may per- 
haps, .in time; be more eſteem'd than 
Mony it ſelf; and if Tallies can _ 
their 
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their former Eſteem and Value, Paper- 
credit will revive of courſe. 

Moſt of the Fonds of late granted, | 
have been but Nominal, ſerving as 
Heads. only upon which the People | 
might record their Debts; many of 
them clear*d off nothing of the Principal, 
and ſome not all the growing Intereſt ; 
however, the Exchequer had obtain'd | 
fuch Repute, and Tallies ſtruck upon | 


- theſe Fonds, were diſcompted by the | 


Bank at, ſuch eaſy Terms, that for a 
time, they paſs'd as well as thoſe which 
had a better Foundation. But they 
loaded the Kingdom with a great Ar- 
rear, and would be of very little Worth, 
but as they are ſupported by the Na- 
tion's ' Faith that has engag'd to make 


them good, and lately joynd them to 


better . Fonds; notwithſtanding which, 
they hold not the fame value. as Tal- 
hes ſtruck on the Land Tax, Cuſtoms 
or Excilc. 

Such Fonds as have been lately grant- 
ed, for the future will hardly paſs ; 
for where there are but few Lenders, 
and many Borrrowers, Men will be 
very difficult and choice in their Secu- 
rities. If therefore *tis expected the 
State ſhould borrow actual Caſh, ſuch 
Revenues muſt be given as will annu- 


ally 
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ally leſſen the Debt, and-quite clear it 
of in ſome moderate compaſs of: time ; 
and Tallies ſtruck. on Fonds'of this Na- 
ture; may find; acceptance! with'the Peo- 
ple, ' be efteem'dr:to! have: intrinſick Va- 
lue, ſupply ;the' want of: -Species, pals 
currently from, Hand to Hand, :and be- 
come, as-tt -were, : a new Stock in the 
Nation; - and ſuch: Tallies would give 
better Currency to thoſe, that by rea- 
ſon of their -remoreneſs, -are in ' lets 
eſteem, and le at preſent : as' dead 
Wealth; all which, would be the true 
and. natural,courſe of bringing out the 
Gold and Silver. 

They who ſtand poſſeſs'd of the ready 
Mony, have inall times, and in all Coun- 
tries, given the-Law,: and held'the reſt 
of the People in their Power, 1nſomuch, 
that the Romans were, more than once, 
conſtrain'd; to reſcue theinſelves, - by 
Force, from the Fraud and: Opreſſion 
of Mony'd Men, and Uſurers. 

And ?tis now to be apprehended, 
'That they. who ſtand poſleigd of the 
ready Caſh, ' when they diſcover the 
Neceſlities of other People, will, in all 
likelihood, prompted by their Avarice, 
make a uſe of it very diſtruftive ro 
their Fellow-Subjects, and to the King's 
Aﬀaurs, 
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Afﬀairs, if: not-prevented by the Care 
and. Wiſdom of the''Stater 4 
To: make them quiti their Hold, and 
forego the' preſent Advantage they have 
over the'reft 3. there ſeems no Expedient 
fo. goad,; as to 'ſ{eti upſomerhing in the 
room-::of .'Mony ,  whidtr>by - annex%d 
Profhts,. may make it. in- common Bfti- 
mation, of equal, if not:ſuperiour Value, 
to. Mony: at ſelf: Which Pallies, will 
in ture, be thought, when' they are 
put upon a ſubſtantial':Fond. | 
. Narther exhorbitane'Premiums, nor 
bigh Intereſtbring Credit; whnch is'0n- 
ly begot by certain and*pun@tual Pay: 
ments; DET ON TAR 
However , tis of''fuch- pernicious 
Conſequence to _ Nation; / for the 
Mony. not. to'-circulats ji! that-the''!Di- 
{eaſe cannot 'be curd at too high 'a 
Price; -for' the - preſent therefore, and 
to invite the Gold and” Silver abroad, 
and to give ſuch a Reputation to Tal 
lies, as that they may-+be enabled to 
beat down the value of -Mony,” perhaps 
ir may be neceſſary to/allow,” 1n Parti 
amentary Securities, fomething more 
than 6 /. per Cent. ?*Ti1s true;;/this may 
be thought to load the Kingdom with 
Ulſury, yet, peradventure,- tis better do- 
ing fo, than to let the Species ſtagnate. 
But 
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But whatever it ſhall be thought conve- 
nient to allow, now Peace _ given a 
better Conſiſtancy to 'Thi Tallies 
will be more valued for the Eoadriek of 
their: Fond ,. "than for the Intereſt they 
carr 

The Kingdorn' $ Debt hos: not been © 
much increas'd by Intereft-Mony, as by 
high Premiums, . which, during this 
War may be, could not be avoided: Bur 
for the future, it wall xmdoubredly be for 
the King and Kiggdom's Profit, by-{&- 
vere Penalties, x0. prohibit ratiities 
upon any * Loan,* other than what arc 
allow'd by - Parliament. This: FT hrift, 
ſtrictly obſerv'd, may bring Difficulties 
at firſt, bur-in the Eo onſequence: wall aug- 
ment publick-Credit. | 

Peace. has ſo-mauch mended the Con- 
dition of Aﬀairs,; that: ir will not be 
hard to borrow Mony, and at moderate 
Intereſt, to ſupply the neceflary Occaſt- 
ons of the-Goverament. * + 

Peace mult; naturally beget. ſuch a 
Truſt and Rehance on the State, as will 
bringLoans unto cheExchequer: But there 
may be ſomething farther requiſite to 
carry on Trade, and to F a6: this Na- 


tion flouriſh. 


On 
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On the 23d of Sep-1' 9:77 
tember 1697. on fe-[?) ol, \-) 
veral Paikanivmiry4 BY <1 1 TY 
Fonds "there were >8;882,544 15 14. 
Tallies ſtruck (and 3 
-whick: then remain'd 
unpaid) 'for - — G 

On the'Hereditaryy- 
and Temporary Ex 
ciſe, and Poft-Office, 


i FL% 


7 ' 


700,000. ... 


Or - mm — {} 
The Malt Tickets2 LIN 
amounted/to  —— « 70,000. 


Annuities are —='2,300, 000. 
Lottery Tickets : . | vi 
are about - i. 2 1299-900 | 
Bank-Stock is ——-1,200;000. | 


Mt 


- 'Toral 14,352,544- ' 

To give Motion to-'this immenſe'Sum, 
which depends on the Publick Faith, 
and fo to order Things, 'that theſe Tallies 
and Securities may recover their former 
Value ,. is the true way of: reſtoring 
Credit, +: EE I 1-4 

But admit that this -were brought 
about, yet for a time there:mulſt be-an 

Interruption in all Buſineſs, Rents can- 
not be well paid, nor can the — 
Aids 
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of reftoring Credit. 

Aids be well collected, nor can the other 
Revenues flouriſh, nor will Trade and 
the ManufaCtures proceed: cheerfully ; 
till the Blood, now gather*d all about 
the Heart, can obtain its former and na- 
tural Courſe into every Vein, and 
through every Channel of the Kingdom. 
How ſoon this Diſtribution of rhe Vital 
Nouriſhment can be made, into all the 
Parts and Members of the Common- 
wealth, is not eafy to determine ; but 1t 
cannot be done with ſuch Speed as Men 
vulgarly imagin. 

In former Times the Wealth of Ezg- 
land was far more equally difpersd than 
it has been of late, and the reſpective 
Counties of the Kingdom had a larger 
Proportion of it-; the Gentry hiv*d at 
their Seats, the Country-Towns were 
Populous, ſeveral of the Out-ports had 
their Share of 'Trade ; but by degrees, 
in the ſpace of about Forty Years, the 
number of Inhabitants, the Riches, and 
Traffhick of the Nation, have center'd in 
this great City. | | 

However, it could never be {aid till 
now,, That Lovaon was at. one time 
Owner and Miftrefs of almoſt the whole 
Species of Siiver ; and yet, ?tis to be fcar'd, 
this 1s our Caſe at preſent. 


E, There 
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There was brought in ro L. 
14th Auguſt 1697. to be new þ8,400,000. | 
Coin'd, in Tale about —. 


There might be ſanding; : 
600,000. # 


out,of Light Mony,that time 
in Tale about 


© — US 


In all 9,000,000. | 


Of which there was 
brought into the Countr 
Mints, of Light Mony, 1n 
tale, about 

And of Broad Mony, to; , 
the Country Mints,in Tale 1,500,000. | 
about - — S 7 

Of the 600,000 /. proba- 
bly ſtanding out , ſuppoſe 


300,000. C: 


"0 


One Third ſhould bein ther 200,000. | 

Country, v:z. þ 
Coin'd, and to be Coin'd- x 
then, on Accompt of the re- 8 
,000,000- F | 


ſpeftive Counties of Ez land, © 
not above 
For well nigh all the Mony that has 
been brought out of the Country, into the 
Exchequer to be new Minted, has come 
in upon the Land-Tax, Exciſe, or other 
Branches of the Revenue; and very little 
of it, was the peculiar ſubſtance of pri- 
vate Perſons in any Country. 'The ” 
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of reſtoring Credit; 
of the Clipt Mony was brought in upon 
Loans, by the Bankers, Merchants, and 
Money*d Men of this City, and the Parts 
near adjacent; and upon nice Inquiry, 1t 
will be found,” That the Country had but 
a very {mall Intereſt in thoſe Sums of new 
Coin, which from time to time have 
1ifſuwd out of the Exchequer. 

There was Couw'd and L. 
ready to be Coin'd from the 
31ſt. of December 1691.to the 6,119,400. 
14th of Augaſt 1697. in Sil. 
ver about —_ 

The Light Mony now 
ſtanding out, when Coin'd 


may probably reach - —- \ $40,000. 


In all — 6,659,400. 


| ————@__D 


Ofthis Sum, in all likelihood, Sever 
Ninths did belong to Perſons in and a- 
bout this City, who have Debts, and 
Tallies upon the Publick ; and tho? a con- 
fiderable Sum may be diſpers'd about the 
Country {ince the Coining, yet there 15 no 
reaſon to fear,that there is {till remaining 
inLozdoz Two hirds of the Silver Species, 
whereas One "Third is more than it's 
uſual, and former Proportion. 

How, and by what degrees this will 
ſpread it felf abroad, is very uncertain, 

E 2 but 
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but to make it Circulate about the 
Kingdom, and reach even the remoteſt 
Countries!, does much Import the Go- 
vernment. 

The natural Courſe for the diſtant 
Countries toget the Species among them, 
is by their Manufactures, and fale of 
their Commodities; but thoſe may per- 
adventure be ſo ſlow, as not well to con- 
fiſt with payment of Rent, Land-T axes, 
and other Duties. | 

Now the Peace is concluded, the Call 
from abroad for all our Commodities, 
which has hitherto held up their Price, 
perhaps may ceaſe; and it this ſhould 
happen(as there is Reaſon to think it will) 
things of our own Growth mult 1mme- 
diately fink in Value, unleſs Mony can be 
made to Circulate in the Country ; For 
Gold and Silver being the Meaſure of 
Trade, all Things are dear or cheap, as 
that ſort of Wealth is wanted or abound- 
ing. Andin all Countries of the World, 
where Mony 1s rare ard ſcarce, the Pro- 
duct of the Earth is cheap ; as for In- 
ſtance, 1n Scotland, Ireland, the Northern 
Kingdoms, Gerwmaxy, and molt parts of 
Aſia and America, 

Now if the Product> of the Land 
ſhould ſink in its Value, it muſt natural- 
ly enſue, that the Rents of Ezelana, and 

Price 


ly 
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Price of Land will fall in the ſame pro- 
portion. For the great Stock that was 
ſubſiſting in Credit, and the great Sum 
of Mony that Circulated abour the 
Kingdom, did chiefly fix ſo high a Price 
upon Land, and all its Produce; and it 
Peace ſhould diminiſh this Price (as per- 
haps it will) Land and its Rents will 
hardly recover their former Value, till 
Mony can be made to Circulate, and till 
Credit is reviv'd. 

And it there {hould be a want of Spe- 
cies, and of Credic, the "Taxes cannot an- 
{wer, and there mult be a decreafe in all 
the King's Revenues; for as to all Duties 
and Impolitions, both upon Home and 
Foreign Commodities, they ariſe from 
the turning and w inding of tiic Nations 
general Stock; with this Stockarc Bought 
aud Sold thoſe ſeveral Commcd:ties , up- 
on which are laid the Duties of Cu- 
ffoms and Exciſe ; and if this Stock 1s 
actually fo diminiflyd, as that there 
ſhould be leſs Trade, leſs Manufactures, 
and leſs conſumption of Commadirics, 
paying Duty, it mult follow, that the 
King's Revenues will decreaſe in Pro- 
portion. 

We have taken notice of thele Things, 
only to ſhew how much it Imports all 


{ort of Men, as well thoſe who handle 


=-3 the 
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the King's Bulineſs, as Landlords, Te- 
nants, Merchants, Gentlemen, and the 
Common People, to contribute their 
utmoſt towards reviving Credit , and 
with all their Power to promote a Circu- 
lation of Mony in the Kingdom. 

*T 1s true, the Peace of it ſelf will in 
ſome meaſure bring this about; but cal- 
ling in the whole Silver Species, has 
made fo great an alteration in all Matters 
which relate to the Publick Revenues, 
and to Trade, that in all likelihood, 
Things will not fall readily and very ſoon 
1.to their wonted Channel. 


of reſtoring Credit. 55 
"Tis now apparent that 
on the 4th. of May 1696 UV. 
there was Current in the> 5,600,000. 
Kingdom of the Clip'c Mo- 
ny, about —_ . 
Beſides what was hoard-y 
ed, there might be cur- 
rent at that time, about 
four Millions of Guineas; 6 
which going at 3o &| ns 
J 


4 


lings each, created a Spe- 
cies, Which in Tale amoun- 
ted 10 = nn 
The Securities upon | 
Land have been always | 
elteen”d -at 20 Millions, 
and the cale of finding 
Mony at that time, by 
transferring Mortgages , 
made this a quick Stock in 
the Kingdom, of about J 
Tallies, Bank-Bills, Bank 
Notes, Lottery-Tickets , 
Gold{miths Notes and Pa- 
per Credit of the like kind, 
which was transferrable, 
did produce, in all proba- 
bility, a quick Stock, a- | 
mounting to at leaſt -/=Þ 
In all 46,600,000. 
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This was the Fabrick, the conſent of 
Men or their Neceſſities, had erected 
here; and perhaps the Building might 
have ſtood for a while, if, as is alledg'd, 
the Clamours of the Common People,had 
not preſs'd ſo very hard upon the Mi- 
niſters, to venture its pulling down. 

Tho? Credir, through the ſcarcity of 
Mony, has bcen in an ill poſture, yet 
**w1ll be ab{ur'd to affirm, That it was 
ever quite extinguiſh d; for no People 
could have {ubſiited a fingle Week wath- 
out it, *tis the principal Mover in all 
Buſineſs ; and if there ſhould be a total 
Stagnation in this nerval Juice, a dead 
Palfie would forthwith ſeize the Body 
Politick. | 

The moſt that can be faid is, That there 
1s a greater difiercuce now than former- 
ly, beeween ready Viony, and Securities 
of any {ind, becaule there is a1carcity of 
one, and too great an abundance of the 
other. 

thc Ehbs and Flows of Credit, as 
they hurt ome, {6 they are beneficial to 
others; and wlii'z we borrow at Home, 
Intereſt or Reward for torbearance, 1s not 
greatly prejudicial to the Collettive Bo- 
ay cot the Pcople; and there is no 
Moizrchy, and perhaps hardly any Re- 
publick, bur tometime or orher, has 
j | been 
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been 'found Tardy in relation to the 
payment of their Debts ; yet where the 


Rate of Things 1s at bottom eſteen'd 


ſafe, Credit revives and 1s recover'd. 

The difficulty- Credit meets with, 
does .perhaps very! much proceed from 
this, "That moſt Miniſters forget the paſt, 
and are only Intent upon the future : 
Former Debts being not ſo much thought 
on, as how--they may contract new 
ones. If ſome of the Time was ſpent 
in looking after Old Fonds, that 1s em- 
ploy'd in procuring freſh Supplies, Go- 
vernments would not be in ſuch Diſtreſs 
tor Mony. 

The vaſt Arrear that prefles ſo hard 
on. Ezzland, in all Iikelihood could never 


have {welPd ſo high, if every Branch of 


the Revenues granted by the Parliament, 
had been 1improv'd and manag'd to the 
bett Advantage ; but this Point ſhall be 
more fully handled in the next Dif- 
courſe. 

A big Debt, flowly paid in, does moſt 
certainly obftruct furure borrowing ; 
but if the reſpective Branches had an- 
{wer'd better, not only the growing In- 
tereſt had been clear'd off, but the Prin- 
cipal Sum owing, had Yearly lIcfſen'd, 
which muſt have been a more pleaſing 
Object tor paſt and preſent Dealers with 
the 
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the Exchequer to contemplate, than a 
Debt of ſo many Millions. 

The huge Engine of Credit, by which: 
publick and private Afﬀairs have been: ſo 
commodiouſly tranſatted-, and which 
now ſcems off the Wheels, 1n all proba 
bility is not to be put in order, by. patch- 
ing here and there; ang can never have 
true Motion, till the Legiſlative Fower 
interpoſe in ſetting all rhe:Springs right, 
and in mending the whole. 

Whatever Diminution our Stock may 
have ſufter'd, and whatever Decreaſe has 
happer'd to our Annual. Income, - this 
Nation may he {till computed to have 
remaining 1n 1t an intrinſick Worth or 
Value, of Six Hundred Millions in Land 
and Stock of all Kinds; moſt of which, 
fome way or other, being made liable 
to publick Debts, *rwill, upon Examina- 
rion, be judg'd a ſufficient Security - to 
tuch-as have Dealings with the Govern- 
ment. 1 

And fince there 1s no Reaſon to ap- 
preticad Infolvency in the State, the re- 
viving of Credit will only depend upon 
thoſe Meafures which the Publick ſhall 
take to dilingape it felt. 

”I'is not probably to be. reſto d hy 
any Project or Contrivance, that will 
only cnable the Government to burrow 

a 
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2 Sum to ſupply the next. Occaſion ; 
but in all likehhood, the true way to 


make it flouriſh, is, by wile Arts of 


Government, to give a Value and Repu- 
tation to the Fourteen Millions already 
depending on the Publick, Faith. | 

If the Tallies already {truck, and Se- 
curities of the like Nature, can any 
ways be made to regain their former 
Repute with the People, they will bring 
to. light the Mony ; when that Circu- 
lates, *ewill give Life to 'I wenty Mil- 
lions, the leaſt, that is out on Land Se- 
curity, ſo that this Stock may come a- 
gain to be in Motion ; and that will beſt 
enable us to ſupply the King, and carry 
on our Trade. 

Till this Stock be put in Motion, 
Merchants will not have the Means to 
proceed with their Foreign Traftick. And 
unleis Tallies, cc. recover their former 
Value, there will be no; Encouragement 
to Trade abroad, when the Gain 1s fo 
mucit greater by dealing witly the Ex- 
chequer at home. But as to the relation 
which Credit has to T rade, that Point 
1s more fully handled in the Sixth Dit- 
courle. 

The reſtoring of Credit will princi- 
pally depend upon iuch Councils, as 
{hall render the Condition of Things firm 

and 
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and ſtable, to which, a ſound Peace and 
wholeſome Laws, that {hall for ever ſe- 
cure the People's Rights and Liberty, 
will much- contribute. | 

For Trade, from - whence Riches 
come, (the Foundation of Credit) cannot 
thrive, where: Wars are apprehended, 
and where Freedom 1s under any kind of 


Danger. | 

The King's Valour and'Condudt, have 
given us Peace: * And we have reaſon to 
aflure our ſelves of all the reſt, from his 
Wiſdom, and the Fatherly Aﬀection he 
ſhows to his People. 

The Love this Country bears to his 
Perſon and Government, - are a better 
Security to him, than thoſe numerous 
Armies his Neighbours are oblig'd to en- 
tertain about *em, in Times of the pro- 
toundelt Quiet ; which Military Force 
15 the true Reaſon, that in any Exigency, 
they find fo little Credit among their 
Subjects. | 

Governments are not only truſted from 
a good Opinion conceiv'd of their Stabi- 
tity and'Strength, but alſo -for the Wit 
dom that 1s thown in the Conduct of 
their whole Aﬀeairs. 

Upon which Score, 1t may very much 
help Credit, to ſee the Immoralities 2nd 
Irreligion of the Age corretted ; for 'tis 

natural 
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of reſtoring Credit. 

natural and reaſonable in the People to 
believe, That God will bleſs them with 
Succeſs and Proſperity, who reverence 
his Power, and obſerve his reveaPd Will 
and Religion, with Devotion in them- 
ſelves, and without any Spirit of Perſe- 
cution, or deſire of oppreſſing the Con- 
ſciences of others. : 

In the fame manner, ſteady Councils, 
Vigilance in the Miniſters, and "Thrift 
and Oeconomy in, the State, induce pri- 
vate Perſons to truſt the Publick with 
their Mony. | 

And they are thereunto very much 
encourag'd, when they ſee the ſeveral 
Branches of the Revenues, upon which 
they depend for their Securities, manag'd 
with the utmoſt Care, and improv'd to 
the beſt Advantage. 

And the People will be invited to have 
a good opinion of Tallies already ſtruck, 
and to make freſh Loans, when they fee 
{uch Ways and Means of raiſing Mony, 
proupos'd and clos'd with, as will anſwer 
eftectually, and not load the Kingdom 
trom Year to Year, with fo great an 
Arrcar, as may make the Lenders ap- 
prehend, that, at laſt, their Lebts {hall 
become deſperate. 

And the Cuttoms and new Impolitt- 
ons being Security tor ſo many MiJlions, 
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it muſt certainly be a great Satisfaction, 
to ſuch as deal with the Exchequer, -to 
ſee, that no wrong Meaſures be taken, 
that may unhinge and diſturb the bene- 
ficial Trafficks of the Nation: And to 
fnd both the Legiſlative and Miniſterial 
Power of the Kingdom, apply it ſelf 
ſtrenuoully to the Care and Protection of 
Trade. 

Credit depending {o much upon the 
Meaſures that ſhall be taken 1n relation 
to the Revenues and Trade; and fince 
*tis of {uch Importance to the King and 
his People, that Credit ſhould be re- 
ſtord, the Writer of thelſe Papers is 
reſoly*d to afſiit with his poor Endea- 
vours in lo good a Work, and to offer 
to the Publick the following Obſerva- 
tions, which are the Reſult ot not a lit- 
tle Study, and (in the Revenues) of fome 
Experience. 

His chiet Aim is to give Hints for 
better Judgments to work upon; and 
to ſhow, that Gentlemen, by Reading 
and Application, may arrive at ſuch a 
Knowledg 1n all thele Matters, as not 
to be 1mpos'd upon by Merchants and 
other Intercited Perſons, to give into 
Councils diſtructive to their Coun- 


iry. 
He 
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of reſtoring Credit. 
He deſigns in the following Diſcour- 


ſes (with all poſſible Submiſſhon to bet- 


ter Underſtandings) to ſhow which 
may be the beſt way of managing the 
King's Revenues ; and what Ways and 
Means: there are of getting out of 
Debr, and ſupplying the Government 
in this preſent Juncture. 

He further propoſes to ſhow, That 
contrary to the Notions of fome Peo- 
ple, Trade is beneficial to Ezglazd; 
and what Meaſures, as he thinks, may 
beſt contribute to give 1t due Protec- 
tion. 

Laſtly, He means more particularly 
to treat of the East-Iadia Trade, as 
being the Trafhck moſt attaked, and 
in greateſt Langer of being lolt, thro? 
the Contrivances of ſome, who, {ecret- 
ly, are Enemies to Trade in gene- 
ral. 

The Author would not have enter*d 
{o deeply into the State and Condition 
of "Things, as his Subject obliges him 
to do, bur that he 1s fatisfy'd the Ser- 
vic: of his Prince and Country require, 
thac in this Seaſon, Truth ſhould be 
modcitly, but plainly ſpoken ; nothing 
being 1{o pernicious, as flattering Re- 
medies, which may skin the Sore over 
for the preſent, bur leave it- tro Rancle 

and 
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and Feſter within. Beſides, he 1s ful- 
ly convinc'd, the Courage of an Erg- 
liſh Parliament 1s able to face any Dan- 
ger; and that it's Wiſdom 1s ſufficient 
co extricate the Government from any 
Dificulties which may ſeem to .invade 
it. 

Having ſome Thoughts of leaving 
this Kingdom, he believ'd himſelf 
bound to communicate theſe few Re- 
marks; which tho? they may not prove 
beneficial, yet he hopes- they will be 
judg'd well inteaded to the Publick by 
him, whoſe principal View, in all he 
does and thinks, ſhall be the Service 
of his King and Country. 
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DISCOURSE II. 


| On the Management of the King's 


| 


: 


, 


Revenues. 


HERE 1s nothing can more 
conduce to the Weltare and Pro- 


: ſperity of the Government, than thar 
{ the Revenues ſhould be in ſuch order, 
4 as to put the Publick Debts in a Me- 
4 thod of being clear'd. 
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Spain is-a ſufficient Inftance, what 
a weight old Debts are upon any Coun- 
try, and how they render preſent Ad- 
miniſtration difficult and impotent : 
The chief Branches/of that Kingdom's 
Reyenue -afe .employ'd in” Payment--of 
Intereſt, for Mony borrow'd a Hun- 
dred Years ago; and that Nouriſhment 
which ſhould ſupport the Body 'Poli- 
tick, being diverted another way, 1t 
becomes weak, and unable to reſiſt Ac- 
cidents; and.when a People, ſo 1n- 
volv*d/ come to be engag'd in a For- 


ciga War, *is quickly evident to their ! 


Enemies, that they -are not much” to 
be fear'd for their Power, and to their 
Friends, that they are not to be de- 
pended on for any help. 

Theſe- large Anticipations which be- 
gan 1n 1588, and were continu'd on 
trom Year to Year, without any” Mea- 
ſures thought on to lefſen the Debt , 
have more contributed to ſink - the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, than all their other 
bad Conncils put together. 

It may. be the Intereſt: of the great 
Ones 1n,the Nation, to have the Pgin- 
ces: Aﬀairs .embroy[Pd : and entangled. 


Stewards thrive not' under Lords art 1 


great Men, unleſs they are encumber'd 


and run out ; *cis often- the ſame thing 4 
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of the Kjnz's Revenues. 
: with Miniſters in relation to a King- 


! dom; the Prince's Revenue 1s always | 


i an ample Field, for ſuch as handle: his 
/ Bulinels to range in; however, it yields 
much a better Crop, when the Publick 

' Neceſlities are very prefling, 
i But it concerns - the _ whole People, 
! that ſuch a Frugality ſhould be intro- 
| duc'd in the State, as that Government 

may be carry'd on with moderate and 
| caly Taxes; and yet this Oeconomy, 

! which muſt ſupport a Nation, 1s hard- 
:Iy to be obſerv'd, where the Debts are 

if immenſe, as to fright the beſt Men 

[from the Miniſtry, and to make the 
fothers careleſs, and deſperate. 

' And, this has been all along the Caſe 
lof Spain, whoſe Crown Revenue is 
near as large as that of Frazce, but fo 
Clogg'd and Anticipated, that upon any 
Emergency, for want of Mony, -they 
Tan neither find Fleets nor Armies for 
the Kingdom's defence: And this Re- 
fiction has probably frighten'd. the ho- 
delteſt . and ableſt Men . from | under- 
king | the Adminiſtration of their. At: 
Eirs; from whence has follow'd that 
| egligence, DiſtraQtion, and. Weakneſs, 
hich is fo remarkable in all their 
Councils. 
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When a Prince 1s fo itreightn'd that 8 
he cannot maintain his Officers of State * 
in their due Port and Dignity, they are 
liable to be Corrupted from Abroad. 
When he cannot pay his Troops, the 


Soldiers muſt ſubſiſt by Free Quarter, 


and by Opreſſing the People: When 
there 15 not where-withal ro maintain ! 
the Civil-Liſt, that is, to give competent | 
Salaries to ſuch as are concern'd 1n the } 


adminiſtring of Juſtice, or handling 


the Publick Revenues ; Juſtice will be *' 


fold, and the Revenues will be fraudu- 
lently and looſly Manag'd. 
But the Miniſters in Spa/z may 


like all this very well; they may get! 
more for betraying their Maſter, than | 
by giving faithful Councils; their Mi- | 
litary Men may be better pleas'd with | 
Licence and Rapine, than with regu- ! 
lar Pay; and their Men of Buſineſs, in 

eneral, may love to ſee a looſe and *' 
careleſs Adminiſtration, in which the 
Revenue, the Laws, and all other ” 
parts of Government are neglected : : 
For their greateſt Harveſt, 1s . where ! 
the King 1s moſt deceiv'd; and the 
largeſt Sums are given to get the Law ! 
wreſted, to have Injuſtice done, to * 
procure undue Preference, and to obs ' 


2#'n exorbitant Grants. 


But | 
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at i of the Kjng's Revenues. 
_ But the People of Spaiz had quite a- 
* } nother Intereſt ; and they would not be 
1. 2 in the languiſhing Polture they are in 
- at preſent, if, from the beginning, they 
+ had taken ſuch Meaſures as would et- 
- | fettually have reliev'd the Crown from 
1 thoſe Debts and Difficulties, which 
1 now ſeem to countenance the M{-go- 
; | vernment in their Afairs; or, at leaft, 
Ki . — it very difficult ro be avoid- 
; cd. 
7 And to ſuch who weigh the Matter 
; well, it will appear full as Important 
7 to the Subjects of a Country, as to the 
Prince himſelf, that his Revenue ſhould 
qj.. 3 be put into a good Condition. 
th ] This long War has brought a great 
2 Debt upon Exz/and; and 1n the Fifth 
1 Diſcourſe we ſhall endeavour to prove, 
14 7 That all different Ranks of Men are 
; : 
:concern'd, as well in Honour as in Inte- 
. Ireſt, that Meaſures ſhould be taken to 
1. —— the Publick, in order to avoid 
*the Calamiries Spain 1s under, and as 
Iwhat will prove the moſt likely way 
Jfo preſerve this Kingdom againſt the 
zPower of Fraxce ; ſince when theſe In- 
zcumbrances are clear'd, the King will 
Joe 1n a much better poſture to ſecure 
TTrade, to defend Himſelf, in caſe of 
F 3 a ft- 
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a future War, to ſupport his Allies, 
and to proteft his People. 

The tebts of a Conntry are to be 
paid of, either by well” Managing and 
{;nproving the preſent Revenues,, or 
by laying new Duties and Impoſitions ; 
the firſt way without doubt is the moſt 


1ſt and reafonable; but it wall be 


hardly ſufficient to anſwer all the Wants 
which preſs npon the Government. 
That Increaſe which” quict Times 


and good Conduct, may bring to ſe-; 
veral Branches, will leſſen the groſs 


2ept apace, but Probably not ſupply, 


ſuch a Sum' as may be wanting. 

But ſince (there are no Ways and 
Meafis -of ſupplying the State 10'good 
and caly, as aright management of the 
Revenucsalready granted ; 1n this Dif- 
courſe we ſhall endeavourto ſhew, what 
Improvemenzs may be expected” from 


thoſe ſeveral Branches, which are now * 


the principal Fonds of 'Credit. 
Andin the Fitth Tract we ſhall exa- 
min what Commodities may be the pro- 


per'ObjeQ of a new Duty, or Impoſiti-" 


on; and, what Methods of railing Mony 
for the - future (in caſe ir be wanted) 


will-in-all 1tkehhood be' leaſt burthen- : 


inme-to the Kingdom! 


The 
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of the King's Revenues. 

'The principal, Branches which .are a 
Security for thoſe Loans which have 
been, made to the, Government, are the 
! Old and, New Cuſtoms, and New Impo- 


! ſitions,the Old and Additional Exciſe, the 


Duty. on Malt, on Windows, on Parch- 
1 ment and Paper, -0a.Salt, on ' Marriages, 
7 Births and..Burials, on Glaſs-Ware, '[0- 
bacco-Pipes, &'c. and the Duty on Lea- 
| ther. 

Theſe, Impoſitions ; - are - Fonds upon 
' which a very, great Sym has been rais'd, 
that, yet remains. unpaid; .and 1t Methods 
can be found out to;make theſe Revenues 
anſwer. better; ; by, ſo. far as they can be 
z Improv'd, by ſortar new. Taxes (always 
| et to the People) niay be avoid- 
3 Tf.by. aigood management in theſe 
; Duties the Debt will be clear'd 1n Seven 


_ * Years,, that otherwite may be Ten 


1 Years. a paying,ithe Nation will be fo 
7 much the ſooner diſengag'd; which'is a 
1 Conſideration that ;ought to. weigh! ex- 
$ treamly, in the preſent. Juncture ; For 1n 
* caſe of any fucure War, we {hall be able 
to moye with much. more activeStrength, 
1 when. this Burthen is off our Shoul- 
#gers. 
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A clear Revenue will very much con- 
tribute to the reſtoring that Oeconomy 
which muſt preſerve and ſupport a Go- 
vernment, either in War or Peace: *Tis 
therefore hop'd that a bare Offer to ſhew 
Methods how theſe ſeveral Branches 
may be Improv*d, will be taken in good 
part; eſpecially ſince the Writer has no 
other Aim in theſe, or any other of his 
Obſervations, than the Kingdom's Ser- 
VICE. 

For, having Intentions of leaving Exg- 


land, he is willing to Communicate the 


few Lights he has gather'd by ſome 
Years Experience, eſpecially in the Du- 


ties of Exciſe ; he has no "Thoughts of 
ſupplanting any Perſons ; but one of the 


Fines they muſt pay, who are in Em- 


ployment, is to have their Conduct cen- 


tur'd by the Standers by ; and they who 
mean no Reflection on any Bodies of 
Men, andonly in a National Concern, 
to hunt after Truth, ſhould be en- 
courag'd, if they can make any mate- 
rial Objection to the ſubordinate Man- 
agement in the ſeveral Branches of the 
King's Revenue. 

Many Fonds have fo little anſwer'd 
the ExpeQation of the Parliament, that 
it may be worth Inquiry, how it 
comes to paſs they have produc'd no 
more ? 
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| Beer and Ale, with the 


3 Brandy, and the new | 
| Impoſition on Low-* $33,580-1 3-34 


of the King's Revennes. 


more? And whither they are deficient 
in their own Nature, or 'for want -of 

The decreaſe in the Cuſtoms, , may 
proceed from the Interruptions- Trade 


{ has met with during the War : But 


we- cannot be of Opinion,,,'That the 
War can {o much have affeCted the o- 
ther ' Duties, and particularly that of 
the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, which we 
ſhall firſt examine. 


The ſingle Exciſe on) £7: al 
Beer and Ale, with py 
Additional = on 
Brandy and Strong- >842,005 ---4--9+ 
was produc'd, Tar? wi 
ending 24th, of Juxe, 
1689; Groſs —— )} 


The ſingle Exciſe on? 


Additional Duties on 


wines, produc'd, Year 


y ending 24th of TJaze, 
4 1696. Groſs 


J 


The Duty fallen-308,424-11=5 
Tis 
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"Tis'trae?" Frexch Brandis have | 4 
prohibjred, anthe Law has made Fg 
alteration in the Charges. on the Peoples” 
uporr which Atticles, Allowance] is.t0 or 
made; -but;* whethe?* or no, \ Fey Fa 
amotint' t6 ſack''a Decteaſe, Tall by: 
ant' by 'examind. 

And in*the" Nendk 'd Shane of | ae [, 
Produce 'of this” Reverie, for Seven. 
Years ' before* the” War"; and -Seven, ;: 
Years ſince, the Produce ſhall 'be ſt 
down only of the Ale and Beer. . 


Vide Scliethe! 1 


The>Accompts” of the Exct xcite" 'for pert 
Year, ending 24th of” Tate, 1697. LG 
not yet perfectly made” up ” bur,” from, . 
a near Eſtimate, we have reaſon to 
think it is fallen that Year. PAY conſt 
derably. 

From the faid Schbfhe” "Þ ma. 
obſerv'd, That in "the "forther nay Os 
agement,. for - the- whole” Six, Tears: WK. 
was in” Conimilſion, "every. Year WAS: 44 
better than the other © which" gradyal,.., 
Increaſe, was an Argiirfent, that it Was ,, 
_ not violent ; a Work. m_ 'of 
Charice,” 'Force;.or Poqwer, b Er, 
the ſeek "of Taddſtry and Pl Ok 


\ The 


of the King's Revenues. 75. 
The Ways and:-Methods by which 
this, Branch: was/gradually..ſo- umprov'd, 
"A ſhall. be here ſet down. briefly - and if 
& thoſe Methods are- judg'd ' reaſonably 
# contriv'd , well form'd, and ſuch as 
24 might promiſe; 'Succeſs, it will natural- 
Z ly lead Men to conſider, how. far the 
2 change of thoſe Methods; . in the ſuc- 
2 ceeding Mannagements, may have. 
3 been hurtful to his Majeſty's Revenue. 
Z When the Exciſe was put from a 
Z Farm, . into, a Commiſſion., the- Com- 
* miſhioners at] their firſt coming in, did 
, # not make any. material change of-Of- 
2 ficers, deferring that, till they had bet- 
ter _Knowledg, of .. thoſe under -them, _ 
7 and till . they. were .. more Maſters of - 
2 their, Buſineſs;: and _by.. degrees, -- and 
4} with great caution, they weeded out 
8 ſuch unquality*d,; corrupt, or negligent | 
2 Oiticers, as had been. partiallybrought* 
in, during . the former. Management ; 
; which was Supine enough, towards the: 
Zlatter end, 
And whereas, the, Methods .of keep- 
4ing the Stock-Bogks, and. way. of charg--- 
Ming the People, were different, -almoit 
Yin every Collection, they. ſettled: one uni-- 
Zform Merhod through the whole King-+ 
dom ; taking that Form for. a Pattern, 
which had beesj:;.made.. uſe, of with - 
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moſt ſucceſs, in the beſt manag*d Col- 
lections; which were, Yorkſhire, Wales, 
and the four Northern Counties. 


To ſee which Method put in Exe- 


cution, and :to fee ſuch .other- Directions 
pertorm®d, as the Commifhoners ſhould 
afterwards give, they appointed Four 
general Riders, . and Eight general Su- 
perviſors, _  * | 

But, as a Check above all, (and which 
was indeed the. Life of their whole At- 
fair) the Commiſhoners themſelves made 
trequent, Circuits round the: Kingdom, 
viewing every. particular Officer 1n his 
reſpective Diviſion ; without which, the 
Inferior- Officers, would have run into 
Sloth, and;. the. Superior, into Corrup- 
ron. IF O43 

And, in theſe Circuits, they could 
obſerve who were remiſs, who dili- 
gent, who deſerv'd advancement, who 
wanted removing ; and here they ſuit- 
ed each Man's Diſtrict to his Capaci- 
ty ; and if their Officers were Corrupt, 
here, they got true Information of their 
Proceedings. 

But, theſe Commiſſioners, had done 
little good, abroad, with their Inſpec- 
tion, if the Officers had not been 1en- 
{ible that they were overlook'd by Per- 
ſons skilful in the Matter, and able 00 
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of the Kjng's Revenues. 
hit a Fault ; For that Commiſſioner 


- who rides abroad, not fully poſſels'd of 
his Buſineſs, ſhall be hourly impos'd up- 


on by the Inferior Officers, and leave 
Things in a worſe Order than he found 
them. 

They rarely made any Addition of 
Offigers, to increaſe the King's Charge, 
but upon their own View in theſe Cir- 
Cuits; and upon a full Conviction, that 
{uch Increaſe of Expence would turn to 
the King's Accompt. 

They took Care to employ reſponſa- 
ble Men for their Collectors, by which 
Means their Accompts have been made 
up with very little Supers upon any 
Officer. F p | 

In Six Years time they had got toge- 
ther 1200 Gaugers, Active, and Skilful ; 
and ſuch a Ser of Men, as perhaps no 
Prince had ever a better employ*d 1n his 
Revenue. 

And as to the Commiſſion it ſelf, 
it was firſt compos'd of Perſons, who, 
all of them, ſome way or other, had 
been before Converſant in the Exciſe, 
and who agreed very well together ; 


for in the Six Years of that Management, 


not one 'Thing was ever put to the Vote 
among them. 


They 
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They were generally Perſons not a- : 


bove their Employments ; and who had 
no other Buſineſs but the King's to. fol- 
low ; and they had a large Sallary, 
which put them beyond Corrupti- 
ON. 
Their Management was Impattial, 
no Man was turn'd out, only to let in 
another, but, upon ſtrong Proof, and 
the Report of a Commiſſioner, or Gene- 
ral Officer upon the Spot : So that hed 
who was Skilful and Diligent, - look'd 
upon himſelf as in for Life; for which 
Reaſon they were ſerv*d heartily, and 
with Afﬀection. | 

Their Management was Uneorrupt ; 
no Place was ſold, or ſuffer*d to be ſold 
under them ; by which they could pick 
and chooſe the belt, and were entirely 
Maſters of their Irfterivr Officers. 

They were ſteady and conſtant in 
| their Proceedings, not giving out gene- 

ral Orders one Week, and contradicting 
them the next: 

They did not vex the People' any 
where with unreaſonable' Fines ; And 
knowing the Revenue, in ſome mea- 
{ure to be precarious; they were not ſe- 
vere in Loxdon in cxatting Arrears, for 
ſear that if they ſhould bring any Dt+ 
ſtreſs and Trouble upon the Lonaon- 
Brewery, 
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Brewery, it would occaſion the making 
ill Drink, and drive the People to Brew 
themſelves, which would deftroy rhe 
Duty. 

Theſe Commiſſioners did believe, That 


| their Skill, Fidelity, and Diligence, 


' would always recommend them to any 


Government, and keep them in their Em- 
ployments ; they therefore quitted their 


: private Buſineſs and Profeſſions, to devote 
' themſelves wholly to the King's Service, 


| Managing his Revenue, with the ſame 
: Care, Aﬀection and Frugality, as the 
| Father of a Family would uſe in the Or- 


| dering his own Aﬀairs; which occa- 


: ſfion'd my Lord Rocheſter ( no Incompe- 


tent Judg in thoſe Matters) at his leav- 
ing the Treaſury, to take particular 


' nurice to the Late King, how well that 
: Branch had been Conducted. 


How {ſucceſsfully this Management 


.) was, appears by the Increaſe that was 


made in the Duty, 
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Laſt Year of the for-1 U/. i © 


mer Mg_ end- | ; Fo 
ing 24th Jane 1689g.the _ 
— er London? 994476 02 6%. FM 
Exciſe on Beer and Ale hk 
only produc'd , | { 
Laſt Year of the) ly 
Farm ending 24th Jae | | Q 
1683. the Country and 5543723 oo 52. 
London Excile, on Beer | tu 
and Ale only, produc'dy | - 


Increas'd by the Mana- WE 
gers per Annum = -- 150753: 02: 0%. 


——— 
— 


But, after all, the Succeſs with which 
this Management was attended, is chiefly . 
to be attributed to the Wiſdom and ſtea- *: 
dy Conduct of thoſe Noble Perſons, 
who, while they governd at the Head 
of the Treaſury, in their ſeveral Turns, 
did more at Whitehall towards keeping 
this Branch in order, than was done in } * 
Broadftree/., When the Principal Officers \ ! 
and Commiſſioners of every Revenue 
were 1 a manner of their Chooſing, : 
and undcr their” Liredtion, they took Þ 
Care that the King ſhould be well and * 
diligently fery'd, and the Publick taſted * 
the 2 


WY 


Q@ 


2 the Benefit of that great Power which 
Z was truſted with them. They had No- 


AJ 
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tice how each Perſon attended, or un- 
+ derſtood his Buſineſs ; They call'd every 
' Month: to know what Commiſſioners 

were abroad, Surveying in the Country ; 
| 'Fhey look'd into all TranſaQtions week- 

ly, and took an exatt Accompt every 

Quarter, how the Duty proceeded ; And 
} in ſhort, the ſtrict Eye which the Trea- 
' ſury kept over the Commiſſioners, ren- 
| der'd them watchful over. their Interior 
| Officers: All which together, made the 
' Revenue flouriſh. 

If the ſeveral Branches that ſhall be 
| here mentiowd had anſwer'd better, the 
| Nation had ow'd much lefs than it does 

at preſcnt, which would have been a 
' great Ealc to the King's Aﬀairs; But 
; perhaps, during the War, the Publick 
\ Revenues were hardly capable of ano- 
; ther ſort of Conduct. For it has been 
} obſerv'd in other Countries, where War 
/ has introduc'd Factions and Diviſion, 
; that no Man 1s continu'd long enough 
4 in his Employment to gain Experience 
2init. He, who begins to know a lit- 
; tle, mult preſently make room for ſome 
{ Body more uſeful in other Matters, or 
to gratify a Sice. And how can the re- 
ſpective Branches be well manag'd, when 


hs , | 
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Faction and Parties, {ſhould be the joint 
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the Principal Offices thereunto relating 7 
are, may be, three or four times in a? 
few Years, made a Prey to the, Victort- |. 
ous Party? In divided Nations, the a. 
moſt Skiltul Treaſury that ever was will "T1 
find it {elf entangled, and its Care in 
the Prince's Afﬀairs diſappointed ; for at \,, 
ſuch a Seaſon, bold and turbulent Spi- *: " 
rits will obtrude their unskiltul Heads P 
into the ſubordinate Stations, where? © 
they will be an inſufterable Weight up- ; 
on the wiſeſt Meaſures of thote who 1 
{it at Helm. 


| avi 
To cure this dangerous Diſtemper of 


eac 


Care of good Men, whoſe Deſigns and pth 


Councils ſhould all have the fame Find, 
that is, their Prince's Proſperity and ow 
Countries Welfare. £11 
As Fattion is the Effect of that looſe 

Government, which is unavoidable in a 
time of War and "Trouble ; So while 5... 
Faction is ſufter'd to continue, *tis a x 
perpetual Bar to better Adminiſtration ; 
for it emboldens the Bad, and terrifies 
the Good. *T1s a Lunatick, whom they... 
Phyfician cannot approach without Dan-g,i,: 
ger to himfelf, Some Stateſmen therc-] 
tore, when it rages lugh , withdraw! 
from Aifairs, and witl not miniſter the! 
Phytick of their Councils till the Fit 153 
OVCT, : | 


war 
(Y 


| of the Ring*s Revenues. 

B Zover, and till Time or Chance have fet- 
*2*terdd and bound up the Patient : Bur 
'tho? this Caution of theirs be good for 
*hemſelves, *tis hurtful to the Publick. 
They ought rather at ſuch a Seaſon to 
interpoſe with their ſound Advice, Pru- 
dence and Wiſdom, and thereby endea- 
vour to Cure a Corrupt and Frantick 
People. 

* Where Fattions reign, the Prince is 
1m greateſt Danger, for he ſuffers mot 
by thoſe Errors, which of both Sides 
avill be continually committed, when 
each Side 1s always deſirous to put the 
1 other in the wrong. "Theſe Diviſions 
- incurlber a King in all his Fun&ions 
and Offices of the State, and bring De- 
nd Jays in all his Buſineſs. Miniſters that 
ſuffer *'em to grow, and who give *enx 
Countenance, intend not his Service, 


of 


nt 


Je 
14 
ulc not built upon Merit, and conſequently 
© precarious, they would fortify with out- 
ward Helps, and by the Strength of Par- 
Cs gics; the Heads of which, 1a trut!:, 
Mare between *em that Regal Power, of 
Which both Sides pretend to be fo care- 


TC-£ | 
"VN A Prince engag'd in Foreign Wars, 
the c 


F<quently abſent, - and prefYd by the 
i C cce{liry of his Aﬀairs, fuTers now and 
er, # mi — 


but their own Greatneſs, which being - 
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then ſome Proceedings, which his noble 


Heart defpiſes and abhors, and which ® 


his Wiſlom will undoubtedly correct 
in Quiet Times. His high Wildom will 
ze that they narrow his Intereſt, who 
endeavour to confine his Bounty and Fa- 
vours to any one Party, and that to 
keep his Goodnels, as much as 1n them 
lies, Itmited to one Place and Station, 15 
yet a More Pernicious Council. 

But to return to our preſent Matter, 
as the former Commiſſioners every Year 
advanc'd the Exciſe, fo under the late 
Managers, it has every Year decreas'd, 
eXcept in 1696. in which Year there was 
an Advance of 38,899 /. x 5. 84.4. 
but when their Accompts come to be 
made up cxactly tor 1697. -1t will appear 
they have again loſt Ground more than 
ever. | 

If in the new Commiſſions that have 
been made lince 1688, for the Manage- 
ment of this Revenue, tuch Perſons have 
been employ?d, as were generally never 
bred to the Buſineſs, and whoſe Fortunes 
were above it, and who have never well 
agreed one with the other. 

It every New Commiſſion has made 
fudden and Material Alterations, borh in 
the Methods formerly praQtis'd, and by 
changing the Officers ; if they have un- 

hing'd 
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cit by long Experience, and put the Gaugers 

ct upon a new way of keeping their Stock- 
Books, and charging the People. 
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hing'd the former Method, approv'd of 


If they have lett about twelve Hun- 


-dred Officers in the Country for ſome 


Years to themtelves, without any Infpe- 


tion ; if they are not enough Maiters of 


their Buſineſs ro make thele Circuits efte- 


" Etually, and to look into the Proceedings 


in 


of their Under Officers. : 
If inftead of Courting the Juitices oi 


Peace, and reconciling them to the Re- 


venue, by a wrong attectation of Popu- 
larity, they have in a manner invited 


' them to find Fault with their Officers, 


and to fide with the Victuallers againft 
the Revenue. 

If they have Increagd the King's 
Charge, without ſufficient Reaſon, not 
upon their own View, but meerly, at 


the Suggeſtion of thoſe under them. 


If they have employ*'d fuch Men for 
Collectors, as in a ſhort time did run 


away with Twenty Five Thoufand 
| Pound of the King's Mony. 


It they have turn'd out, upon flight 


' Grounds, the major part of the 1200 


Able and Experienc'd Officers, that were 
left them, by the former Managers, and 
G 3 it 
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if the reſt think they hold their Employ- | , 
ments but precarioul]y. 

If they are unconſtant and unſtcady in 
their Proceedings, and vary their Orders 
very often, and if the greateſt part of 
their Time, is wholiy taken vp 1n pla- 
cing and diſplacing OiFcers. 

It they have vex'd the Brewers with 
frivolous Informations, and unreaſonable 
Fines; and if by teverely exacting Ar- 
rears, they have {6 diftrels'd the Loxdoy 
Brewers, that they cannor afford to make 
:00d Drink, and lo have driven the Peo- 
Yle to Brew tor themſclves, 

It fome among them, who have 
Knowicdge and Expericncc in this Re- 2 
venue, have been (as is alleds'd ) all * 
along over-Voted, and driven into 
wrong, Viealures by a Majority. 

And if many of the Commiſſioners 
nave {uch 2 multiphcity, either of Pub- 
lick or Private Buſinels, that they can- 
not attend the King's Service 1n this Poſt, 
lo much as would be requir'd in a vigo- 
rous Management. 

If ali thcie _— without Doors, 
are true ( which we are tar from aver- 
ing); and it; as is faid abroad, in the 
Progrels of Seven Years, ſo great a 
C thange las been made from the former 
Mcrhod of governing that Duty, and 1 on 
0 


C; 
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ſo many Material Inftances, , we: meed 
look no further for. the Reaſons: of a 
great part of that Decay,. which is felt un 
the Revenue of 'Exciſe. .' / #2 1: 


Laſt Year of the for-1 Fr 
mer Inn, end-| Brii'h. ' te 
ing 24 of Jaze, 1689. the Re 
Country and Loniiow Ex- 269447 6-02-04. 
ciſe on Beer and/Ale on- 


ly, produc'd ſingle Duty 4 


Under the /''preſent? 
Management,'Ycarend- |} | 

ing 24 of Juze, 1696.1 

the Country and Loxdoz > 512,160+03-0:. 
Exciſe on Beer and Alej. 

only, produc'd fingle 


= — Mg. 
The ſingle Duty fal-+-- | 
len under the 'prefent( 132,315-19+06. 
Management per Ay. 

But 1f, as we haverea- (33/3 
ſon to believe, / it fell a-F lon #! 
gain, Year ending 24 ie 73,747 


ane 1697. mthelingle 4 
Duty, about. '+— rm nn 

Then the flagle Duty - -: 
was fallen , under the *'' 
preſent Mynagement , 
Year ending 24 of June;( ' 
1697. about per Az. 
Sh G 4 And 
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And- if, Jas the 'Ac-; reno 
compts will ſhew, eg. 38,413 ! gi 
ed, -1697. not above — Fl 

Out of which —_ Ro P; 
for Management "—_— 2 - 

And there remains' to "ed | 
the .King — $ 338,413- ; Ca 

ar 


According to which Actompt;.. His 
preſent Majeſty does nat touch ſo great  1n 
a Sum from this Revenue, as King Alu 
Charles TI. receiv'd: from it, -17 Years 
ago, when it was out in Farm. | 


| For from Mr. Daſhwood's? 3:11; 1 V 
Farm, which began Az: 1. c 
1680. King Charles TI. re- 4 * Io 
cerv?d from thoſe Duties ! 8 ob vw 
(excluſive of Imported Li- ©3392952790 
quors and-- Brandy, -;-and ! - 
clear of all Charges. in the |: 

Management) = b n 
His preſent Majeſty didz mh | 
receive,as before, in i697 $35,473: H 

The Exciſe on Beer and OS. r: 

- Ale only, produces there- /.; _— th 
fore now leſs - to the we I ta 

Crown than £<it- did,,,x7 roars: is C 

Years-ago,: when under + AB hi 

Farm, by per Annum. , " Fa 
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The Reaſons which are commonly 


” given for this great Decreaſe, are the 
! alteration of the Meaſure by Act of 
/ Parliament ; the Tenth Allowance by 


At of Parliament for taking in the 


' Worts; the Additional Duties ; the De- 


«2 


cay of "Trade occalion'd by the War, 
and the Quartering of Soldiers. 

Some of the preſent Commiſſioners, 
in a Preſentment deliver'd to the Trea- 
fury, March 29th, 1690. did value 


l. % = 
The alteration of the FEE, 
Meaſure, at © 290775 


And the Tenth Al 


* Jlowance for charging in. 52655 17 63 


Worts, at — 


EERISI_—_—_ oy ——_——_—_—_ Dy 


Total—82321 9g 1o 


But ſuch as are acquainted with this 
Revenue, know, that neither of theſe 
Heads could poſſibly make ſo confide- 
rable an Alteration in the Amount of 
the Vouchers : 5o that their Compu- 
tation mult needs be wrong ; for this 
Change made by the Law, muſt have 


= had it's principal Operation all at once ; 


* and in the firſt Year of the preſent 


7 
» 


Management, by which time, this wm 
ha 


% 


- Oz the Manazement 


had wrought it's chief Effect, the Du- 
ty fell but 60,653 /. 07 s. 114 4. 

So that the remaining Decreaſe, muſt 
proceed from decay of "Trade, the Ad- 
ditional Duties, Quartering Soldiers ; 
with other Reaſons that ſhall be ta- 
ken Notice of by and by, or «from 
{ome Change that has been made in the 
Management. 

The Revenue 'is apparently fallen 
near-a Third; and yer 'tis hardly to 
be imagin'd that our Trade, Fo- 
reign and Domeſtick, both, arc ſunk 
a Third ; on the contrary, our Do- 
meſtick Buſineſs and our Exportations , 
which is the 'Lrade whereon the Exciſe 
depends chieſly, have been near as great 
all along ſince, as before the War. Ir 
cannot be faid our Manufactures arc 
letlen'd a Third ; *ris plain our People 
are not . diminiſhed a Third; not a 
Third parr of the Perions take to Brew- 
ing themſelves, who were wont to be 
turni{I'd from the Common Brewer. 
Nor can it appear to any One's Obfer- 
vation, that thzre is a Third leſs of Ex- 
clicable Drink conſum?d than former- 
ly; and yet, well nigh all this mult 
happen, to make that the Revenue 
ſhould be nagar a Third diminiſh- 
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th. 
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If the Decreaſe did truly proceed 
from the aforeſaid Cauſes, Loxdox in 
ſome Proportion, would be thereby 
Aﬀetted: And yet by the foregoing 
Accompt, it may be feen, That Low- 
do has all along fallen but little, and 
indeed no more, than what the Addi- 
tional Duties might really occaſion. 

The Duty in London», by a 
Medium of Seven Years, has de- 
creas'd 17,001 /. per Annum. 

The Duty in the Country, by a 
Medium of Seven Years, has de- 
creas'd 155,592. per Annum. 

Why ſhould the fall in Lozaoz be but 
a Tenth part of the general Decreale ; 
and yet the Duty of Lozdon, be abour 
a Fourth part of the whole Exciſe ? 

To fet this Matter in a true Light, 
will perhaps ſhow how this Revenue 
comes to be {o much decreas'd. 

The former Commiſſioners could do 
very little to the advancing the Exciſe 
of Lozdox, which, becauſe it had been 
conltantly under the Eye of the Far- 
mers, they tound it ſettled in a very 
good Method. 'They could in Six Years, 
raiſe Loxdoz but about 18000 /. per Ax. 
which was no more than what might 
naturally ariſe from the Growth of that 
City in fuch a "Time. 


But 
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But they found ample room for their 
Induſtry in the Country, which had 
been always ſlackly manag'd by the 
Farmers, and where the Officers had 
been lett to themſelves without any Su- 
periour Inſpection; and *twas there (as 
may be fſecn 1n the foregoing Scheme) 
that they made their molt conſiderablc 
improvements. 

In the fame manner, the former 
Managers left Lonaon to the ſucceeding 
Commiſſioners, fetled in a good Me- 
thod, and ſupply*'d with able Officers ; 
which Method had not been chang'd , 
nor were the Officers alter'd till 1695, 
London did therefore hold up till then, 
and the Additional Duties had very lit- 
tle Influence there. 

But the great Fall in the Duty has 
happen'd in the ſeveral Counties of 
Emelaud, which perhaps have not been 
io much under the Eye oft the preſent 
Commiſſioners, where the Officers have 
not been ſo much inſpected as tormerly ; 
and where, *tis ſaid, the moſt skiltul Of- 
hcers have been turn'd out, and where 
*ris repurted that the old Merhods have 
veen all unravelPd. 

And in Loxdon, in 1695. at which 
time ris ſaid the old Methods were 
likewiſe broken into, and interiour Ot- 

hcers 
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ficers brought into Play , utterly un- 
known in the Brewery, the Exciſe of 
this Ciry, fell at one clap, 9059 /. 5 5.04. 
"Tis true, the next Year it mounted a- 
gain ; bur *cis thought by Courſes fo un- 
natural, as are not like to hold. 

Theſe Conſiderations incline ſuch as 
arc converſant in the Exciſe, to think, 
That the great Decreaſe in this Branch 
1nay rather proceed, from quitting the old 
Scheme, Rules and Methods, oft Man- 
agement ; than from the Additional Du- 
rics, alcerations by the Law, Quartering 
of Soldiers, or any decay, of 'Iradc, or 
want of Conſumption. 

It this Decreaſe had happen'd from 
Caules aftecting the Kingdom in: general, 
the Fall of the Duty between London 
and the Country mult have held ſome 
Proportion : The great Inequality there- 
iore mult ſuggelt to us, that probably it 
may pracecd from ſome Befect in Ma- 
nagement. *"Þ1s true, the Alterations 
in the Meaſure, and the Tenth Allow- 
ance given by Act of. Parliament, light 
upon the Country ; But this again ſeems 
to be ballanc'd by other Advantages; 
For the great Exportations Ez2/aza has 
had during this War, have given a good 
Price to all Commodities of our own 
Growth ; upon which Score, Rents have 

buen 
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been all along well paid. Till laſt Year, 


in the Country, Manufactures proceeded 
briskly; Wages have been very high, 
and, generally ſpeaking, Tenants, *and 
the whole middle Rank of Men, were 
much at their Eaſe (peradventure we 
may ſay in great Plenty for the Seven 
firſt Years of the War) all which ſhould 
naturally tend to a larger Conſumption 
of Exciſeable Commodities ampns the 
Common People. The Deceys in 1 rade, 
which the War may have occattor'd, 
have been moſt ſenſibly felt in Lo-doz, 
which depends upon Foreign ' raffick, 
Profeſſions, and Handicrafts, which can- 
not flouriſh in a time of War ; So that 
if the Decay of Trade had been ſuch, 
as to affect the Exciſe in a very great 
Degree, the Proportion would have held 
more in Loxdox, where Trading has 
been dullelt. 

But before we look into the Abate- 
ment theſe Alterations may have occa- 
lowd, 1t will not be unſealonable to cx- 
amine one Point, Whither the Revenue 
was manag'd to the utmoſt Advantage, 
and at it's height, in 1658 ? 

And, with Submiſhon to better Judg- 
ments, we are inclin'd to think it was 
yet capable of greater Improvement, but 
tor the intervening Accidents of War, 

the 
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the new Duties, and interruption of 
Trade. 

To clear this, we mult take Notice, 
that the Improvements made 1n the Six 
Years of the former Management, did 
not all ariſe from the ConduCt of the 
Managers, but in part from the natural 
Increale of Wealth, and Numbers of 
People in the Kingdom : And Comput- 
ing by Political Arithmetick, how that 
proceeded, and how the Stock of Wealth, 
and Numbers of People annually Aug- 
mented, there ſeems Reaſon to propor- 
tion the 150753 /. Increaſe, made in thoſe 
Six Years thus, 
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Which toge- 
ther 1s ooo / 
per Annum, or 


tificial Increaſe 
thereof by 
Management , 

g 7,000 l. per An- 
24m, One Year 
upon another, 


{ 
IT 
= 


And the Ar-) 


Mana 6 ement 


= 


3 9,000. 


48,000 for 6 Years. 


102,000 for 6 Years. 


| 


or 


tural and Arti- 
ficial Impro\ c- 
ments together, 
25,0007. per An- 
Butt, and {o the 
Improvement 
of, in round | 
Numbers, 


And the Na-1 


J 


et ————_—__——_—— 


> 150,000 1n the 6 Years, 


* MU oa «© 


And 


of the Kjng's Revenues. 


And by the Courſe of improving the 
ſaid Revenue, during thoſe Six Years, 
if Peace had continued to the Year 1696, 
the Duties would probably have received 
a further Increaſe of 1 3,000 /. per Annum, 
In all for 7 Years, more 91,000 /, 
thus, 


Firſt,) #{. l. 
By In- 
creaſe 


wont 8000 or 56000 for 7 Years. 


wealth, 
per An 


By 
good 5 5000 or 35000 for 7 Years. 


Ma- | 
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Note, that the'firſt Article of Increaſe 
by Wealth and People, would have 
ſwelPq” higher (every Year, as Riches 
and Numbers had augmented, and the 
Arricle from Management muſt have 
been leſs ; ſo that in Seven Years, it muſt 
have come to the urmoſt Perfection it 
was capable of, as to Management. 


This Branch from Beer and L. 
Ale only, Year ending 24thC 694,476. 
June, 1689. produc'd 

And, if it had met with no 
Interruption, it might have 
produc'd, Year ending 24th 
June, 1696. more 


91,000. 


Total 785476. 


So that when we come to ſtate this 
Revenue truly (and as we ſhall do 1m- 
partially) Conſideration mult be had as 
well of the Lucrum Ceſſans, as the Dam- 
mum Emergens; For intending to give Al- 
lowances upon fſcveral different Heads, 
It 1s neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between 
what was formerly i:'s Natural, and what 
was 1t's Artificial Increaſe by Vianage- 
ment ; and the Reader may thereby Judg 
whither the Allowances intended to be 
made, are in a due Proportion. 

we 
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We have allow*'d that out of the Im- 
provements the former Commiſſioners 
made, which by a Medium of fix Years 
was about 25,000 /. per Annam, near one 
Third, or 8000 /. per Annu, did ariſe 
from the Increaſe of People, and Wealth 
in phe Nation; and we lay down that 
the other 17000 /. per Annum was reco- 
ver'd to the King out of ſome Peticiency 
in the former Conduct ; and whoever 
has at ail confider'd the number of the 
People, or the Natural Progreſsof Trade, 
will own, 'Thar this Computation is Im- 
partial, well weight'd, and not made at 
Random. 

And it then follows, That if a great 
Sum has been got every Year, by Skill 
and Conduct, thata great Sum may be 
likewiſe loſt in the ſame Branch, for 
want of Management. 

Upon mature Conſideration there- 
fore, aad after a ſtrict Compariſon be- 
tween the poſture of Afﬀairs, Trade, and 
Conſumption of the Six betore, and the 
Seven Years {ince the War, we have 
form*d the following Scheme, with a 


due regard tO all the {everal Circumſtan- 


ces, which tiom Year to Year may have 
prejudic'd this Revenue, and leilen'd it's. 
Yearly Produce, and it {eems evident 
7 2 that 
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that ſome allowance ought to be given . 


upon Eight Heads. 

Firſt, On Accompt of the alteration by 
ACQt of Parliament, from 36 Gallons to 
the Barrel on Beer, and 32 Gallons on 
Ale, to 34 Gallons in common, which 
does make a change; but he who reflects 
upon thoſe Counties that did Brew Beer, 
and had always Allowance, will find, 
that the Computation made by the Com- 
miſſhioners March 29th 1690. was extra- 
vagant. 

Secondly, On Accomprt of the Tenth 
Allowance given by Parliament, for charg- 
ing in the Worts. But thoſe who are 
converſant in the Prattical part of Ex- 
Ciſe, and who have conlider'd the man- 
ner of charging the People, and the dit- 
ferent Ridings of Gaugers, and where it 
was poſſible to charge the Worts hot(for 
- 1n that caſe only, the allowance is given) 
do know very well, that the Duty 1s not 
thereby much injur'd. 

Thirdly, On Accompt of a Practice, 
now getting Ground, of brewing Drink 
of an extraordinary Strength, in order to 
avoid the Duty. 

Fourthly, On Accompt of the additio- 
nal Duties, which have been ſo high, as 
to force many of the poorer Victualers 


and Retailers to lay down, tho' this is 
the 
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of the King's Revenues. 
the leſs hurtful, becauſe moſt of their 
Cuſtomers go to the Richer ſort. 

Fifthly, On Accompt of private Brew- 
ing, to which many are brought by the 
high Price, and preſent badneſs of the 
Commodity. 

Sixthly, On Accompt of Quartering of 
Soldiers: Tho* where the Army 1s not 
over numerous, and where the Troops 
are regularly paid, and when Care is ta- 
ken to clear the Quarters (as has been 
practical till the latt Year) Soldiers ra- 
ther promote than hurt the Excife. 

- Seventhly, On Accompt of the decay 
of Trade, decreaſe of Wealth, and loſs of 
People, from Year to Year, which the 
War may have occaſton'd. 

Eighthly, On Accompt of the high 
Price of Malt and Hops, which have 
been of late, dearer ſometimes, than they 
were 1n the former Management. 

In the following Scheme we have ta» 
ken Notice of more Heads than are com- 
monly alledg*d in their Lefence, who 
have had the Conduct of this Revenue. 
How far it has really been aftected upon 
the foregoing Accomptsand Reaſons, we 
{hall endeavour to compute. If we are 
miſtaken, there are enough concern'd to 
ſet us right ;- and-having no Aim in theſe 
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Inquiries, but to hunt after Truth, we 
ſhall be glad of better Information. 

And theſe Remarks are here offer'd to 
the Publick, becauſe peradventure they 
may give Hints, and ſtir up abler Heads, 
and better Computers, to look a little 
further into the Management of this Im- 
portant Branch. 

Vide Scheme. | 

This Scheme is form'd from a JRun 
view of the Poſture of Afﬀairs for the 
whole Seven Years, and upon a mature 
Con{ideration of all things that might 
probably aftect rhe Conſumption of . Beer 
and Ale in the Nation, and the Revenue 
thereby ariſing ; and till we can ſee bet- 
Reaſons to the contrary, we cannot help 
being of Opinion, that by changing the 
former Methods and courſe of Manage- 
ment, rhere has been loſt to the King, 
from 1690 to 1696. the Sum of 
1,136,640 /. 

And when the Accompts for the Year, 
ending 24th Jae 1697. come to be made 
up, it will be {cen that this' Branch in 
the ſingle and double Duty is again fal- 
len at leaft 57,5co 4, and thar it did not 
produce abuve —— 914000 [, 

Whereas 1t ought to pro- 1,232,000, 
duce «©bqut 
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- So that there ſeems loſt to the King, 
in this Revenue about per An. 318,000. 

And we are more inclin'd to be of Opi- 
nion, That it ought to yield about 
Twelve Hundred "Thouſand: pound a 
Year, becauſe this Branch of our Con- 
ſumption, has born ſuch a Duty, as to 


' yield, Year ending 24th Jae 1692. 


Groſs Total —— 1,394,008 /. 105. 0;. 

And there 1s one: Confideration not. to 
be omitted, and it is, ThatduringthisWar, 
not near the quantity of Wine as for- 
merly, and very little Brandy has been 
Imported, which ſhould tend to the 
greater Expence of Beer. and. Ale ; but 
the {tronge(t Reaſon of all, that the Ex- 
Ccife ſhould not have decreas'd by ſuch 
large Breaks almoſt every Year, 1s the 
high Price, that well near all Things of 
our own Product have born all along, 
which muſt have created a Plenty a- 
mong the middle Rank of Men, who. arc 
the great Conſumers of Excifeable Com- 
modities. - 

It will undoubtedly be alledged, That 
the former Commiſſioners ſtrerch'd the 
Law; and took. more than the King's 
due ; but this 1s politrvely deny'd, and 1t 
may be. more truly 'afhrn'd, Phat how- 
ever ſtrict and careful this Management 
then was, yet that a great deal cicap'd 
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Payment, which was unavoidable in a 
Revenue ſo widely diſpers'd, and to be 
Collected upon fo many People. And 
the _ of Peace can beit determin, 
whether the Clamours of the Brewers, 
ViCtualers and Retailers, are not more 
now than formerly. 


"Tis evident, that in theſe two laſt 


Years, there have been treble the Num- 
ber of Complaints, Informations, Con- 
troverſies, Law-Suits and Appeals, con- 
. cerning this Duty, than did happen in 
the whole Six Years of the former Ma- 
nagement. 

Tis certainly better for a Prince to 
looſe ſomething in his Revenue, than that 
his Officers ſhould be Oppreſſive and 
Vexatious to the People; but the Ma- 
nagement of that Branch can be hardly 
right, where the Clamours are more, 
and the Produce leſs than formerly. 

Anda Stri&t,tho? Legal Collection of a- 
nyDuty,perhaps: would notbe adviſable; 
and peradventurea looſe and eafie Ad- 
miniſtration, in theſe Matters, would 
be good, if what is loſt in one Branch, 
were not to be made up by new,and con- 
ſequently more burthenſom T axes. 

'The-Duties on Malt, Leather, and 
Salt, being under the ſame Commil- 
ſion ; we 1nall proceed to 1nquire. what 

| | | | Pro- 
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Produce the Government may reaſona- 
bly expe& from-thoſe Revenues. 

In the following Computations, we 
would not be underſtood to deliver any 
determinate Opinion, what Number of 
Inhabitants the Kingdom may con- 
tain. 

But our. Hypotheſis runs thus : Sup- 
poling 'the People of Erg/and to be fo, 
and fo, Six Pence upon the Buſhel of 
Malt, ought to produce ſueh and ſuch a 


Sum. | 
| 

* We have formerly ]. . «+ | 
reckon'd that a Duty of Six TTL on and | 
Pence per Buſhel on Malt,( ” 50, TY | 


would produce 


But we here retradt that Computa- 
tion, where we follow'd Sir M/ill;am Pet- 
ty's Calculation of the People ; which, 
upon better Inquiry, 1s found nor well 
grounded ; and where, following him, 
we allow'd too much for the Con- 
{umption of every Head. 

We had not then before us fo nice 
an Inquiry into the ſeveral Ranks and 
Claſſes of Men, as we have ſince pro- 
cur'd, from a Gentleman once Nam'd 
in theſe Diſcourſes. By conſidering their 
difterent Conſumption, and diſtinguiſh- 

ing 
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ing between the Poor and Rich; by 
contemplating the Arrable Land, and 
what of it is employ*'d ſor Barly ; and 
by computing upon the whole, we are 
inclin*d to think, That Six Pence per Bu- 
ſhel on Malt, may produce (ſuppoſing 
the People to be no more than Five 
Millions and a half) per Annum about 


650,000 /. 


We are inclin'd to 
think, that the An- 
nual Produce from 
the Barly - Land \ 


3 4,000,000. Buſh. 


England, may A- 
mount to ——— 
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Of 1 ? 
which 
Malt- 
ed for 
Ale 
and 


L 23,000,000. 


Beer, 


about j 


9% 


.about j 


 Bread- 


bout J 


ed and | 
made 
into 
Spi- 
rits, 
and for 


other 
ules, 


> 1,000,000. 


Malt-1 | 
| 
P 


34,000,000.Buſh. 


» 


Un-1 
malt- | | 


ed for 


Md 


Corn, 
Seed- 
Corn, ? _ 


OOO,000 
omg 0% 
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Four and Twenty 
Millions. of Buſhels | 
of Barly, may well > 26,000,000. Buſh. 
produce of Malt, a- 
bout 
So that in the) 
Computation what a 
Duty of Six Pence| 5,500,000.Perſo. 
upon the Buſhel of | 26,000,000. Buſh. 
Malt may yield, we? /. 650,000.Duty. 
muſt allow ſome- 
thing above four Bu- 
ſhels and a half to 
the Head. Thus to j 


Tf the People are above the foremen- 
tion'd Number, the Duty ought in all 
Reaſon to produce more than the ſaid 
Sum; if they are fewer, it will not yield 
ſo much ; but we reckon our ſelves now 
ſo ſure in the Numbers of the People, 
that if this Impoſition does nor reach full 
to 650000 /. it muſt proceed, rather, 
from ſome Defect in the Management, 
than any Deficiency 1n the Fond. 

If the Inferior Officers of the Exciſe 
are Corrupt, or Unskiltul, and if the gene- 
ral Management 1s out of order, it will 
have an influence in the new Branches 
of Malt, Salt, and Leather ; which Du- 
TICS 
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ties are under the direction and govern- 
ment of the ſame Commiſſon. 

We;:are unwilling to prejudg their 
Conduct in a new Matter : But it from 
the paſt, a Gueſs may be made of the 
future, by what hitherto appears, the 
Duty on Malt is not like to anſwer the 
ExpeCtations of the Parliament. 

The Stock of Malt is about a Third 
of the whole Years Produce, or about 
four Months Conſumption for the whole 
People. 


According to this Poſition, L. 

which ſeems pretty right, if p 

the Duty on Malt will pro- JOY 

duce — — . 
The Stock Charg'd ought 

to have an{wer'd : —_ 246,666, 
And it has an{wer'd but "oy 

bout — I 50,000, 
Which Multiply'd b iS 

but P ) "Y 3 "7 450,000. 
It ſhould produce — — 650,000, 
It promiſes from the Stock, 

to produce but ; TIT 


_ In gy Eg 


the Management of this Duty 
per Any. -— — 


There may then be loſt in 
Ex00,99 
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As to the Impoſition on Salt, there 
ſeems reaſon ro think that the Duty. does 
not anſwer theUſe andConſumption of the 
Commodity ; and when we contemplate 
the general need of this Material in feve- 
ral Trades and Works, and that ' the 
Common People live more upon Salted 
Meats than the Richer fort, we are in- 
clin'd to think, that two Pecks per Head 
may be well allow*d to the Maſs of Man- 
kind in this - Nation together. 

So that the] 
former Duty 
uponSalt, home 
made and For- 
reign, ſhould | 5,500,000 Perſons. 
have yielded to 2 Pecksper Head per Av. 
his Majeſty, by : 137500 /. Duty. 

a Medium of 
three Years, a- 
bout _ 137500. 


per An. Thus to y 


But by aMe- ? 
dium of 3 Years, 
it has yielded 299,425. /. 
per An.no more | 
than J 


So that there 
ſeems loſt in ts 38,075. 
Duty per Anz. 

about As 


of the King's Revennes. 

As to the Duty on Leather, it ſeems 
reaſonable to Think, that, to carry on 
the Trades depending upon it com- 
modiouſly, the People ſhould have by 
by *em in Stock One fourth part of the 
whole Conſumption. And if this Poſi- 


\ tion be true, 


L. s. d. 
The Parliament gave 
this Duty for per Anz. c 1798 59--6--8 


The Stock 6 - #8 a 
herefor 
M6966 
produc*d 

The Stock 

has pro- , 14,030 
duc'd only 


So there 
ſeems lot 
in theStock\ 30,934 
of Lea- | 


ther, 


The Duty was given to to raiſe the 


' Sum of 5395787. in three years; and 
' If 15 /. per Cert. be not fo high an Impo- 
| ſition, as to hurt the ManutaCture, per- 

| haps it may reach what it was Comput- 


ed at; but if we are to judg of the tu- 
( ture 


t 
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future Management, by what the Stock 
has yielded, there are Reaſons to appre- 
nd, that in this Branch, there will 
be likewiſe loſt per Az. about 30,000 /. 
Sv that if fuch a Negligence or Cor- 
ruption, be crept among the Inferior Of- 
ficers of the Exciſe, as to loſe 1n the four 
Branches of Beer and Ale, Malt, Salt 
and Leather, the Sums here taken No- 
tice of, and which there is Reaſon to think 
the Government might expect from the 
Conſumption in this Nation, of the Ma- 


| 

terials charg'd, there is then loſt, in the ' 

whole under this Management, . 

| F 

P.,. the Exciſe on Beer _ \318,000 . 

In the Malt —- 200,000 C 
In the Salt — 38,075 
In the Leather — 30,000 
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Total Loſls——586,075. 


' Wee have endeavour'd to Compute the 
the Produce of Malt, Salt and Leather ; 
becauſe theſe three Branches are under 
the ſame Managers: And the Revenues 
ariſing from thence, being a Security to 
the People for very large Sums, we 
thought it for the Service of the Publick, 
: tO 
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yield when they come to be underſto 
and when they ſhall be Improv*d to the 
utmoſt SO—_ | 
© And, being inform*d, That to Collett 
theſe three Revenues there have been 
created. lately a great Number of new 
Officers, we cannot help ſaying, Thar 170 
Perſons, added to. the prefent Officers, 
employ'd in the Cuſtoms and Exciſe, 
may very well look after and Collett all 
the Excifes or new Impolittons, that can 
poſſibly be laid in this Kingdom; and 
this the Writer of theſe Papers can 
the better affirm, having himſelf viſited 
very near every Collection and Diſtrict, 
and being, in ſome meaſure, acquainted 
with the Riding, and diſtinct Buſineſs of 
every Gauger in England. * 
Multiplicity of Officers is chargeable 
to the King, vexatious to the Common 
People, and miniſters. occaſion of Jea- 
louſte to the Country Gentlemen : 
{ Whereas a competent Encouragement to 
| thoſe already employ”d, in the old Re- 


; venues, with a ſmall addition of Hands, 
3 will enable the preſent Officers to Col- 


Z left any new Duties the Parliament has 
{ given, or ſhall think fic to grant. 


I Ace 


IT13 
to ſhew, what theſe Duties may prolly | 
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According tothe following Scheme. 


{. 


. 8500, . 


To 170 new Officers at 50 /. 
per Annum Sallery, each 
To 40 Exciſe Collectors at- 


20 1. per Annupm, Additional Sal-C _ "py | 


wry, eth ——_ 
To 40 Superviſors and gene- = 
ral Officers, at 15 /. per Anmnum,C 'boo. | 
Additional Sallary, each - = 
To the 1200 Exciſe Gau-y _.' 7 
C2006 ; 


gers, at 10d. per Annum, Addi- 
tional Sallary, each | 
Incidents, — 4000. } 


Total Charge—25,900 


And at this Expence, and by-ſuch an 
Addition only .of Officers, (with Sub- 
miſſion. to: better Judgments) we think ,.. 
may be. Collected.the Duties on Malt, 
Salt, Leather, or any other new Impo- : 
ſitions which the Parliament may here- 
after think fit to lay. on the Conſump- 
tion. of our Home-Commodities. .--i!it. * ? 

Burt then it 1s to be underftood;- That © 
the Men mult. be well Choſen,. Young ©; 
and Attive; that. they muſt be cloſely % 
tollow'd by able general Officers, and {7 

| that % 
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that they muſt be under an induſtrious, 
Fregular , skilful and ſteady Manage- 
2ment. 

Tis difficult to compute by Political 
{Arithmetick, what the Duty on Parch- 
ment and Paper ſhould produce: We 
can only fay this, That in Frazce there 


©. | 
; Ss ſuch an Impoſition ; and tho? many 
b JAQs and Inſtruments are charg'd higher 


Here, than there, yet our Tax yields, in 
mo Proportion, what 1t produces there ; 
iwhich leads us to conclude, That this 

- Branch of the Publick Revenue 1s capa- 

= ble of being Improv'd. 


This Duty by a Medium, L. 


'2 has hitherto yielded, per An-45,000, 
aum, about on hs , 

Th 

> | And perhaps it may be} 

- brought to yield per An-p 60,000. 

? Bum, hs 


& 2} Asto the Duties on Marriages, Births 
Þnd Burials, in this Branch the Numbers 
Þf the People are ſo ſure a Guide, in 
;Compuring what it ſhould produce, thar 
3 t's true Amount may very, eatly be 
Y Mared. 

d 2 The Numbers of the People being 
Jupposd, by the Returns made, it may 


1 2 he 
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be ſeen in what proportion Mankind 
Marry, are Born, or Die; and what 
proportion Batchelors and Widowers, 
hold with the reſt of the People. B 

Hxaming theſe Books it may be likewtte 
ſeen, what proportion per Cert. of the 
People is to be allow'd for Frauds, Omif- 
ſions and Inſolvency. It may be there 
alſo ſeen, what proportion per Cezt. 15 to 
be allow*d for Perſons receiving Alms, in 
the Articles of Births, Marriages, Batche- 
tors and Widowers: From thoſe Books 
it may be likewiſe judg'd, what propor- 
tion Perſons charg'd tor Quality , bear 
with the reſt. But theſe Returns will 
give little Light, to ſuch as do not exa- 
min and compare them with the Re- 
turns and Amount m Mony , of the 
firſt ſingle, and the following Quarterly 
Polls. By conſidering all theſe Points, 
and computing by Political Arithmetick, 
it may be laid down, That this Branch 
of the Publick Revenue, it it were un- 
der a good Management, without any 
Oppreſſion to the Subject, might pro- 


duce, per Annum, about 80,000 /. 
And it has hitherto yielded per Annum, 
about — m_— _ £4,000. 


As to the Duty on Windows, the 
Hearth-Books have made this Revenue 


capable of a near Computation, And 
 tince 
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ſince (if the King were thereunto im- 
power'd by Law) it might be collected 
by the Exciſe-Officers, this Branch 1s to 
be made a very good Fond , whereas at 
preſent it yields very little. 


"dhe way _ E0g-% 1,300,000 Houſes. 


Which if all paid, _ 
would probably VieldS 204,000 /, Duty, 


But the Act has made Ex-) 
emptions for ſuch as receive [. 
Alms, and ſuch as.do not pay 
to Church and Poor ; and 
Allowance is to be made for 85,000. 
Omiſſions, Frauds and De- 
faulters; upon which Arti- 
cles there is probably to be 
deducted 


#1 


well Colletted, there is Rea- 
ſon to expett from the liable 
and ſolvent Houſes, 


But if the Revenue was 
Cr1go0 


ther'd, *tis not like to produce 


In the Method *tis now ga- 
"Wan 
per Annum, above 
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As to the Dutics on Glaſs-Ware, 
Earthen-Ware and "Tobacco-Pipes, by 
conſidering what part of the People's 
general Conſumption may be, in theſe 
Commodities; and by confidering they 
are in great Ule, among the Inferior 
Rank of Men, and periſhable; we think 
there is Reaſon to conclude, "That it the 
whole Revenue could be come at, it 
would produce a good Sum : Bur al- 
lowing that in new Revenues, a fixth 
part will eſcape the molt slalftul Manage- 
inent, yet we think it ought to yield, 
per Anaum, — 30,000 /, 
Whereas, according to what it anſwers 
at preſent, tis not like to produce 
above — — 10,0000, 


It our Computations, in the foregoing 


Branches, hold right , there 1s an Im- 
provement to be made Annually 


In 


of the Kjng*s Revenaes. 
Ih "3% F [. 
In the Exciſe on Beer ' 

and Ale, of — 5 318,000. 
In the Duty on Malt, of 200,000. 
In the Duty on Salt, of 38,075- 


In the Duty upon Lea- 
ther, of $ Tn 
In the Duties on Parch-2 . 5 606 
,000. 


ment and Paper, of 
In the Duties on. Mar- 

riages, Births , an 26,000 

Burials, of . ., — - 


In the Duty on Win- 2 
dows, of run of 59,000. 
In the Duties on Glafs- 
Ware, FEarthen-( _ 
20,000. 


Ware, and Tobacco- 
Pipes, of 


_ —_— — ___ 


Total 736,075 yearly. 


In theſe Schemes which we here offer 
to the Publick, we are very tar from 
pretending to reflect upon the Conquct 
of ſuch as have the Honour to ſerve the 
King in his Revenues: "They, perhaps, 
may be able to ſhow Convincing Rea- 
ſons, how it comes to paſs that theſe {c- 
veral Branches have produc'd no more ; 
which Reaſons, the Writer of theſe Pa- 
pers would be glad to learn, that from 
I 4 rhence 
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thence he may corre& his Methods and 
manner of Computing. 

Political Arithmerick may peradven- 
ture be an uncertain Guide in all theſe 
Matters; and he ſhall defire to follow 
her no more, 1f ſhe leads him into 
Error, 

Bur if his Computations ſhould hap- 

pen to be right, Seven hundred thouſand 
Pound Annual Income, is a Sum not to 
be {lighted, in a Country where *tis ſo 
very difficult to figd out Ways and Means 
of raiſing Mony. 

Theſe Points have been here handled, 
not with a Deſign of finding Fault, or 
to arrogate any ſuperior Skill ; and only 
with an Intention to awaken and ſtir up 
that Induſtry and Diligence in Others, 
which the Author did ever ſhow, when 
he was employ*d in Afﬀairs relating to the 
King's Revenue. 

It the Duties already granted ( not in- 
cluding what expires upon Malt and Lea- 
ther, Fe can be ſo Improv'd as to reach 


the tore-mentioned Sum, the Groſs Debt 
of England in Ten Years will be thereby 
leſlen'd about 5,060,750 /. 

Among -private Men , looking after 
their own Fortune, is the moſt irre- 
proachable way of gathering Riches. 
The ſame Thing hold. 
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of the Kjng's Revenues. 


of a whole Kingdom. Improving the 
preſent Revenues muſt needs be an ho- 
neſter, and more eaſy Way of ſupplying 
the Prince, than ſhowing how the Peo- 
ple may be burden'd with new Taxes 
and Impoſitions. 

And deſigning, in the next Diſcourſes, 
to Treat of the Ways and Means by 
which the Government may get out of 
it's preſent Incumbrances, we thought it 
ſeaſonable to lay this Foundation, T hat a 
yu part of the Nation's Debts may be 
atisfied, by a good Management of the 
Exiſting Duties and Revenues already 
granted. 
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DISCOURSES 


ON THE 


Pablick Revenues. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


Whither to Farm the Revenues , 
may not, in this Juniture, be mot 
for the Publick Service © 


N the foregoing Tract, we have ſta- 
I ted the preſent Produce of ſome Re- 
venues and Duties already granted ; and 
we haveendeavour'd to Compute, what 
Improvements each Branch may be ca- 


pable of; We ſhall now proceed to 


ſhow, 
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ſhow, That one of the moſt effectual 
ways of raiſing Mony, to clear the 
_ and Kingdom's Debts, will pro- 
bably be, to pur theſe ſeveral Revenues 
under another Method and Form of 
Management. 

"Tis not at all impoſſible to Compute 
very nearly, what any new Impoſition 
may amount to, if it can be ſo laid, as 
that it ſhall be duly paid, and anſwer'd 
by the whole People. But *ris nou 
hard matter in contriving a new Tax, fo 
to Pen the Act, as it {hall obviate all 
Frauds, and reach the whole Duty to 
be given. 

When a new Revenue 1s granted, and 
made a Fond of Credit by the Parlia- 
ment, *tis meant it ſhould produce the 
Sum for which it was given. But the 
whoare concern'd in the Payment, will 
be never wanting to find Arts, by which 
they may ſave themſelves, tho? they de- 
ceive the Publick. 

The ſeveral Branches that have been 
heretofore given to ſupport the Govern- 
ment, (id, all of *em, 1n the beginning, 
yield little; and the very Laws by which 
they were to be Collected, were at firſt 
defeQtive, and mended by future ACts of 
Parliament, by which their ColleQion 
was render'd more certain, h 


mAy not be for the Publick Service ? 
In new Impoſitions, it will be difficult 


at firſt to put the Collection into any to- . 


lerable Order and Method. 'The Offi- 
cers will be Raw and Ignorant ; and the 
People will have learnt how to avoid 
Payment, long before the Collectors ſhall 
come to underitand how they may reach 
the Duty. ?Tis not eaſy, at firſt, to plant 
the under Officers in convenient Stations 
and Diftrifts. And the Principal Per- 
ſons, whom the King intruſts ro Manage 
and Govern ſuch a Branch, will them- 
ſelves, in the beginning be puzzled, and 
ina Wood, whatever Skill and Dexterity 
they may pretend to. 

© Revenues whichariſe from the whole 
People, are not preſently known and un- 
deritood. For {ome Years the Poſt-Of- 


fice hardly bore its own Expence. But | 


the Poſt-Mony being put into Farm, and 
one Farm, advancing upon another,this 
Branch came to be ſo Improv'd,as to yield, 
afterwards, under a Management, Groſs 
Produce, by a Medium of 3 Years, per 
Annum about ——— 90,440 k 4 & 5, OO, 

The Hearth-Mony yielded not above 
100,000 /. per Aznum, till the King 
was Impower'd by Law to Collett it by 
his own Officers. 

It was afterwards, Azzo 1674. let in 
an abſolute Farm of 5 Years, for the 
Rent of 151000 /. per Az. It 
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It was aſterwards Az»o 1679. let for 
5 Years,at a Rent certain of --- 162,000 /. 
per Annum.. 

But in this laſt Leaſe, the Farmers 
were to Accompt for the Surplus, and 
out of the Surpluſs they were to have 
26,0001. per Annum lor the 25 ot 
Management: 
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And this Branch?) 
was from time to 
time {o Improv*d,un- | #- 
der theſe Farms, as to > 
yield after wards in a 
Management , by a 
Medium of 3 Years, 
Neat Produce about) 


© 240, 000 /. per Ar. 


The Cuſtoms likewiſe were not well 
underſtood at firit, but being from time 
to time let to Farm, and one Farm ad- 
vancing upon another, this Revenue 
came at laſt to be ſo Improv'd, as to yield 
when under a Management, by a Me- 
dium of Sixteen Years, Neat Pro- 
duce 558, 5641. per Anaum. 

The Exciſe on Beer and Ale, was fo 
litticknown- in the beginning, that it was 


ket to the Country Gentlemen, 


From 


may not be for the Publick Service ? 


From - 1663 - t02... - 

1665.at the Rent of$,27 9952 1per An. 
From ' 1665. tot Of hep oh 

- 1668. at'the' Rent ofs 31 53242 per An. 
From '' 1668 toT i. fb 

1671. at the Rent 0 F 349,000, per dw 
From 1071 _ to 

1674.(withan Aditio- 


nal 9 Pence) at the _—_ 
Rent of —_ 


700 L. per An. 


*Tis true, the Country Gentlemen, 
by tbe Act of Parhament, were to have 
the reſuſal of the firſt Farm that was 
Let, and they found Intereſt to renew 
their Leaſes; and there might be Reaſons 
of State,. at that time, / for letting good 
Bargains. | 


.: But from 1674 to 

1677, 1t was Let with 

ths Additional g Pence 

at the Rent of. — 
" Which: was ane © 

Advance in Rent of (2294399 {per A: 


$50,006 L.per 4n. 


This: was an abſolute Farm ; but that 
which follow*d, was partly Farm, and 
partly a Management.” The Farmers were 
to give the King, while the Additional 

Duty 


—_ 
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Duty continued, a Rent certain of 
560000 /. per Annum. And when thoſe 
Duties expir'd, a Rent certain of 
446, ooo !. per Annum ; they were to be 
accomptable to the King for the Over- 
plus ; out of which Overplus, if any 


 happen'd, 


They were to: have 4. 

; 10,000 per Ann, 

For Salaries of Infe- 

rior Officers, — 
For bad Debts, 


c 56,000 fer Ann. 


5000 per Ann. 


They were likewiſe to have 12 Pence 


per 1. for the Overplus they ſhould make, 


above their -certain Rent; And the Ex- 
ciſe (with ſome variation in the ſeveral 
Leaſes) continued for Six Years under 
this latter Form of Management. 

From 1674. the Duty began to be 
underſtood, Artiſts were bred up, and 
the Kingdam was laid out into ſuch 
Diſtricts, as the Gaugers might convent- 
ently Survey ; and during this Term of 
Six Years, the Foundation was laid, of 
that Improvement, which was atter- 
wards made trom time to time, in this 
Revenue. 


During 
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During this Term, not only Inferior 
| Officers grew Skilful in this Branch, but 
e Þ® Perſons of a better Rank, became ac- 
- | quainted with it, out of which, King 
Y EZ Charles II. choſe a Set of Men to mas 
2 nage the Duty. 


? This Branch likewiſe (One Farm ad- 
7. 3} vancing upon another) was fo Improv'd, 
4, | as to yield afterwards in a Management, 


' Single Duty and Neat Produce, by a 
©; Medium of Three Years, — 644854 /; 


per Annam. 
CC 
e, ; - Theſe Four Branches, viz. Poſt-Mo- 
X- 2 ny, Hearth-Duty, Cuſtoms, and Exciſe, 
al * having receiv*d their firſt Improvements 
Cr and Advance under Farms, there may 


ariſe a Queſtion, Which 1s moſt profita- 
be { ble to the Publick, That the Revenues 
ad } ſhould be let in Farm to the higheſt 
ch ? Bidder; or, that the King ſhould manage 
- 2} them by Commillioners, and Officers of 


4 his own appointing ? 
7} There are very plauſible Reaſons to 


be given- either way : Againit Farms, 
That the grearc Fortunes which private 
3 Men make our of the Kingdom's Trea- 
1 fare, have always turnmſh'd matter of 
k Envy 
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Envy and Diſcontent to the People; 
Thar if a Scarcity of Corn, a War, or 
any Publick Calamity happens, the Far- 
mers come upon the King tor Defalca- 
tions, which in ſuch Caſes are generally 
granted, and do ever exceed the real 
Loſs: So that if it proves a good Penny- 
worth, the King is to be bound; and if 
bad, it 15 not to bind the Farmers. 1 hat 
at the Cloſe of the firſt Farm of the 
Cuſtoms, by reaſon of the War, Plague, 
and Fire, the then Farmers had an 
Abatement of 351476 /. 18 5s. 10 4, 
That if King Charles TI. had clos'd with 
the Propoſal made to him in 1683. con- 
cerning a Farm of the Exciſe (which all 
the Council, except the Lords of the 
Treaſury , thought very advantagious) 
he had loſt in his Revenue, in the three 
whole Years, by this Leaſe, 177028 /. 
65.34, That the People pay the Du- 
ty more willingly, when ?tis to come in- 
_ to. the King, than when private 
Perſons are concern'd in the Profit. That 
Magiſtrates in the Country are leſs ative 
in Matters relating to the Revenue, 
when *tis Farm'd out. That Farmers 
may diſcontent the Common People, by 
Exactions and Severity, 
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"Tis alledg*d, That all theſe Inconve- 
niencies are avoided in a Management ; 
That Managers for the King did aQtu- 
all make great Improvements in the 
Groſs Produce of the four Branches, 
which have been here inſtanc'd. That 
it may be preſum'd Men of Integrity 
and Skill, will A& with as much Indu- 
{try and Vigour, for the King, as for 
Themſelves. That *tis therefore better 
the whole Amount of any Revenue 
ſhould come into the Publick T reaſury, 
than be diverted from thence, to Inrich 
particular Families. 


Such as are for Farming the Reve- 
nues, ſay, That the Certainty of a Yearly 
Rent, and the Conveniency of 1t's com- 
ing in Monthly, or Quarterly (accord- 
ing to the Agreement) is of great Con- 
ſequence, and may be rely'd upon, 1n 
any Meaſures a Government 1s to take, in 
relation to the Payment of a Fleer or the 
Civil Liſt. That Men are naturally more 
vigilant for themſelves, than for any 0- 
ther. That private Intereſt will make 
the Undertakers Active and Induſtrious, 
and agree well together. That it ſhuts 
out Partiality, in the placing and diſ- 
placing under Othcers, which, is faid, 
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in ſome Commiſſions, to have been very 
prejudicial to the King's Aﬀairs. That 
Men are not ſo apt to Miſmanage, when 
"ris at their own Expence, as when they 
do it at anothers Colt ; That all Perſons 
are willing, and believe themſelves able, 
to manage the King's Revenues, but that 
a Man examines a little better his own 
Abilities and Underſtanding, when he 
thinks to undertake a Farm. 


The Opinions of People are very much 
divided in theſe two Points, which is 
beſt for the Crown, a Farm, or a Ma- 
nagement. Burt here (as 1n molt other 
Things) Truth ſeems to he in the mid- 
dle way. By diſtinguiſhing rightly be- 
tween Old and New Duties, and Bran- 
ches that have been ill or well Con- 
ducted, and between thoſe where the 
Decreaſe 1s Accidental, and thole where 
it proceeds only from want of Skill and 
Care; By diſtinguiſhing between Reve- 
nues, where the Amount is known and 
underftood, and where *tis quite in the 
dark, or at leaſt uncertain ; By diſtin- 
guiſhing between Limited and Abſolute 
Farm.; by conlidering all theſe Circum- 
ſtances, perhaps it will appear, which 
Courſe may be moit adviſcable. 
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Where a Duty goes on Increaſing 
every Year, as the Poſt-Mony has done, 
it can hardly be reaſonable to let it out 
to Farm, tho? with Proſpect of fome Ad- 
vantage ; becauſe there may be the ſame 
Proſpect in the Method tis under at pre- 
ſent, and the: whole Tncreafſe 1s accruing 
to the Publick. 


And by the way, *s obſervable that 
the Poſt-Mony 1s the only Brancl: that 
has improv'd every Year lince 1688. 


| [. A 
It yielded Year end- 
ing 25th March, 1697.-g0,504%10- 6 
Grol> Produce : 


It yielded Year end- | 
ing 25th arch, 1988. 76,317--18--10 
(irots Produce : 


I4,186--11--8 


Increas'd, 


This Increaſe 1s very remarkable, con- 
lidering that the French Letters have been 
all along wanting, and that War, at- 
tecting Trade, ihould in Conſequence 
have injur'd this Revenue. "That it has 
thriven better than other Branches, ſeems 

4 oo, 
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to proceed from this, 'That 1t has been for 
{ome time manag'd by two Gentlemen, 
who Live well together, working joint- 
ly in the King's Service, and who made 
no Change in the Methods hereretofore 
well Eftabhi{ſhd ; and who have been 
always Friendly and Eaſy, to thoſe un- 
der 'em, upon which Accompt they are 
well and faithfully ſerv'd by their Interior 
Officers. 


And tho? the Cuſtoms are fallen near 
2 Third, peradventure 1t may not be 
proper to Farm them out ; becauſe a ſut- 
ficient Reaſon can be Aſhgnrd for the 
Decreaſe, there being 1o great a Diſpro- 
portion 1n this Revenue, between Peace 
and War, a Free Trade, and what has 
been 1nterrupted , quiet and unquiet 
11mes, 


But in the Branches, which do not fo 
much depend on Foreign Accidents, and 
in Duties on Materials, of which the 
Confumprion is ncar alike at all Seaſons ; 
chere, if the Fall be Extravagant, and fuch 
as can be Juſtifticd by no apparent Rea- 
{on, it may perhaps be adviteable to try 
3n Experiment, Whither or no Induſtry, 
tpur'd on by Intereſt, cannot put 'T hipgs 
:1 2 better Poſture ? 

When 
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When a Duty produces leſs than it did 
Seventeen Years ago; and when neither 
the People, nor their Conſumption of the 
Materials charg*d are much diminiſ{lfd, it 
muſt be concluded, That the Officers have 
not the ſame Skill as formerly, how to ſur- 
vey the Duty. In ſuch a Caſe there- 
fore it may be not amiſs, to try the very 
Methods, by which it was Improv*d at 
hrſt. 


'- Upon which Accompt, 11 all probabt- 
lity, it may be advantagious to the Go- 
vernment, and greatly for the King's 
Profit, to Farm out the Excife on Beer, 
Ale, Strong-waters, &c. which perhaps, 
!s the only Courſe remaining, to recover 
this Revenue. 


It's Produce 1s fo well known and ſta- 
ted, that the Miniſters cannot be uncer- 
tain. what to ask ; and the Men of Buli- 
nefs underitand the Duty well cnough 
to know, what they can atord to give ; 
fo that probably, a Bargain may be made, 
both equal to the King, and to ſuch as 
{hall propofe ro Farm the Branch. 


In the Exciſe, the Under Oificers, ſuch 
as Gaugers, are the Wheels upon whicl1 
K 4 the 
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the whole Engine moves ; and if they arc 
out of Order, and if through Partiality, 
and Favour, both Collectors, Superviſors 
and Gaugers, are crept into the Buſineſs, 
utterly unknowing init, the Revenue 
muſt be thereby fo prejudie*'d, and put 
into {uch Confuſion, as to ſet it right a- 
g41n, and reſtore it to the former Pro- 
duce,, muſt be the Work of Time, and 
of ſo great Labour and Care, as hardly 
any Perſons will undertake the Matter, 
without having ſome Siarc in the Profit 
which ſha!l be made by Improving and 
Adyancing the Duty. 


Farmers, whoſe Fortunes ſhall be at 
Stake for the Payment of a large Annual 
Rent, will be Active and Induſtrious 
themſcives; they will make frequent 
Inſpection into the Þchaviour of their 
Officers in the Country, and they will 
Have no regard to private Recommenda- 
tions of Perſons not qualify'd; and 
hardiy wrangle whole Days about my 
My Friend, and Thy Friend (which in 
moſt manag'd Revenues is a high Article 
tothe King's Prejudice) but being con- 
cern'd in Intereſt, without doubr they 
will endeavour to be ferv'd by the beſt 
5411 ablcit under Officers. 


A 
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As to the Objection made againſt 
Farming Revenues, That it enriches 
Private Men with the Publick Treature; 
'Tisanfwerd, If thelZuties are let out but 
for a ſhort 'Term of Time, and nor 1n an 


Abſolute Farm. 


The King, by Law, can Farm the Ex- 


ciſc only for Three Years; a Term be- 
yond which perhaps no Leaſe of any 
conſiderable Branch ſhould be extended ; 
and under that Time, it can be worth no 
People's while to undertake the Matter, 
nor can any Invidious Fortunes be raigd 
by ſo ſhort a Leaſe. 


Eſpecially if the Farm be not abſolute ; 
by which we mean, letting out the whole 
Produce of any Branch at a Rent 
ccrtain. 


Such Bargains, may indced be very 
diſadvanrtagious to the Crown, let the 
Undertakers otfer 'I erms, in appearance 
never ſo high. 


Therefore in Farming Revenues, the 
ſafeſt Courſe ſeems to be, Firit to ob- 
blige the Undertakers to a goud certain 
Rent ; to agree with them at a fix"d Sum 

; for 
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tor Expence of Management, than to give 
them fome moderate Encouragement 
out of the Profits which they ſhall make 
above their Rent, by way of Poundage ; 
and the intire Overplus (their Allowance 
deducted) to be accompted for to the 
King. 


2 OO TIT rut Are rod 


In Old Revenues tis caſy to determin, 
what certain Rent may be reaſonably 
ask'd : Nor can it be hard to judg 
what Encouragement or Poundage ſuch 
Perſons may deferve, as are able to retrieve 
a finking Duty. But tis probable the 
Propoſers, if any ofter themſelves, wilt 
expeCtt a competent Gain, becauſe they 
mult lie at Stake to anſwer the Yearly 
Produce of the Branchto His Magetty ; 
and becauſe they muſt advance a great 
Sum, asa Security for their Undertak- 
IND. 


In ſuch a mix?d Conrfe of Govern- 
ing any Revenue, partly by Farm, 
and partly Management, the Govern- 
ment will have a ftix?d Rent to depend 
upon, which 1s ever convenient to the 
King's Afﬀairs. And ſuppote private 
Induſtry ſhould Improve the Duty very 
much, the largeſt Proportion of the 
Profit will be accruing to the Publick. F 
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And if the Revenue be conſiderably 
advanc'd by private Induftry , incited 
with the Hopes of Gain ; if an Old Duty 
that was ſinking, be thus retriev'd ; or, 
if {ſuch Undertakers can put any new 
Branch into good Method and Order, 
the King at the end of the Leaſe, as ſhall 
{eem beſt to his Wiſdom, can either 
Farm it on, or manage it by Officers of 
his own appointing. 


For the foregoing Reaſons, in all like- 
likood, the quickeſt and ſureſt Way of 
paying the vaſt Debts which lie upon 
the Nation, would be to give the King 
Power, by Law, to Farm out any 
Branch of his Revenue. 


But here will ariſe a Queſtion, Whi- 
ther ſuch a Courſe would not be a break- 
ing into Credit ? 


As for Example, The Additional Du- 
ties on Beer and Ale, &c. are Fonds for 
the Bank, Lottery, and Annuities; and 
to give Undertakers Pondage out of rhe 
general Produce , over and above the 
Rent certain, may leſſen their Secu- 
rity. 


But 
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But this admits of an eaſy Anſwer ; 
becauſe, in the Exciſe, no Offer will be 
made, by reaſonable Men, to aſcertain 
a leſs Sum for Rent, than what the Se- 
curity amounts to 1n thole 3 Inſtances. 


And as tothe Duty on Salt, Marriages, 
Births and Burials, on Windows, on 
Parchment and Paper , on Glaſs-Ware, 
and Tobacco-Pipes, ſuch as have Tallies 
upon thoſe Fonds, underſtand that they 
are ſubje&t to Deduttions tor Charge of 


Management. 


And tho” probably in a Farm there 
would go more to the Undertakers, than 
what this Charge amounts to now ; yet 
their Security will be enlarg'd, by fo 
much as the Rent to be given, {hall ex- 
ceed the preſent Produce of thoſe Re- 
VCnucs. 


. So that, if the'King were Impower'd 
by Law to Farm out all the Old and 
New Duties, there would be no break- 
ing into Credit if Proviſion be made in 
the ſame Act, by appropriating Clauſes, 
to make the Rent ariling from every 
Branch, ſubject to the ſame Securities it 


was before. 
Soine 
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Some of the fore-mention'dDuties,with 
ſome others, are' now Conſolidated into 
one general Fond, to make good Deficien- 
cies; and it they ſhould be Farm'd our, 


 fwould give 'Tallies a more certain 


Value, if all the Rents fo ariſing, were 
appropriated to this Fond of Credit, and 
direted into the Exchequer by a 'Two- 
Monthly Payment. 


As for Example, Suppoſe the King 
were Impower'd to Farm the Duty on 
Marriages, Births and Burials, and that 
the Rent agreed upon were 60,000 /. 
per Annum, with ſuch a Poundage to the 
Undertakers out of the Overplus, and 
the re(t to go into the Exchequer. "The 
Contract may be made 1n the following 
manner : The Farmers may be oblig*d 
to advance the firſt 'Two-monthly Pay- 
ment, w/z, I0,000/., as a Security for 
performance of Covenants ; and after- 
wards to pay in 10,000 /. every Two 
Months, to the end of their Leaſe, and 
their Leaſe to determin upon Non-pay- 
ment, and their own Poundage or Profit 
to be deducted only at the end of every 
Year out of the Overplus. And, un- 
doubtedly, this Way , the Duty on 
Marriages, &c. would be eſfteenyd a 
better Fond than ir is at preſent. 

What 
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What has been faid of this Branch, 
will proportionably hold in molt others ; 
and in Caſe the Government ſhould en- 
ter into Meaſures of Farming the Re- 
venues, the Want of Mony ant low Ebb 
of Credit may perhaps occaſton, that 
hardly any Undertakers will be able to 
advance above one ſixth part ot the Pro- 
duce, as a Security for making good their 
Covenants. 


The Branches which in probability 
may be moſt improv*'d by the Induſtry of 
private Undertakers, are the Exciſe, the 
J2uties on Salt, Marriages, &c. on Win- 
dows, on Parchment and Paper, on 
Glaſs-Ware, Earthen-Ware, and To- 
bacco-Pipes. The value of the Exciſe is 
fully underftood ; and there has been 
now two Years Experience 1n the other 
Duties, which may be ſome Guide both 
to thoſe who ſhall offer Terms, and to 
{uch as are to let the Farm. 


*Tis not pretended, That the Compu- 
tations laid down in the foregoing Diſ- 
courſe, are ſuch, as may be abſolutely 
depended upon, either for the Letter, or 
the Bidder : The Computer goes no far- 
ther, than to offer to Publick Conlide- 

" ration, 
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ration, That the Conſumption of the 
reſpeCtive Commodities charg'd, is ſuch, 
25 1n reaſon to anſwer ſuch and ſuch a 
Duty. As for Example, The Arable 
Land of Ez21a7d may be about 9 Milli- 
ons of Acres, of which there is reaſon to 
think, that ſuch a quantity is every Year 
plough'd for Barly, as may produce 
24 Millions of Buſhels neat for Con- 
{umption, beſides the Seed-Corn. Thirty 
four Millions of Buſhels of Barly, will 
produce 36 Millions of Buſhels of Malt ; 
and from hence we may conclude, "Thar 
the Duty of Malt {hould yield 650,000 /. 
per Annum. 


Upon which Accompt, in Farming, 
the Letter and Bidder will contemplare, 
firſt, the preſent Produce; and then con- 


ſider 1n what Time, and by what nums- | 


ber of Hands, Improvemeats are likely 
to be made by Skill and Induſtry : From 
a due weighing theſe Matters, and ſome 
other Circumitances, the Parties con- 
cern'd of either Side, will take their 
Meaſures ; but both Sides will be inclin'd 
to think, That the Fall in Old Revenues 
is not preſently retriev'd, and that New 
ranches cannot immediately be put into 
a good Method of Collection ; fo that a 
large certain Rent will hardly be offer'd 

In 
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in any Propoſal, nor is it adviſcable to 
inſiſt upon it, if (according ' to our 
Scheme) the King be to have the intire 
Overplus, Poundage deducted. 


Nothing but Divine Wiſdom can at 
firſt create perte& Order ; but in all Hu- 
man Affairs, it muſt be the Work of 
Time, ard the Reſult of much Labour 
and ;reat Application: 


However, the Exciſe probably may 
very {oon be put into a gcod Method, 
becauſe the Gaugers and Under-Officers, 
molt of ?em, are in being, by whoſe 
Skill and Experience the Branch was firſt 
improv'd: So that a Ser of very able 
Men might venture, without hurting 
themſelves, to Farm the Revenues, ex- 
clufive of Imported Liquors, and aſcer- 
tain to the King much a larger Sum, 
than what it produces now : But then 
they will have in their Eye, how far 


_ their Rent may be affected by the New 


Impolition on Malt, which muſt hurt 
the Exciſe ; yer conſidering that the 
Price of Malt is ambulatory, and thar 
the Impolition is paid by a different 
Hand, we think, That in the Event, it 
will aot much prejudice the Duty of 
Exciſe. | 

It 


__— X ada ct 


es 


ay not be for the Publick Service ? 


If at any time it ſhall be thought con- 
venient to put the Exctfe into this way 
of Management , it will, by no means, 
be adviſeable ro Firm out the Duties on 
Brandy , and other Imported L:qnors, 
becauſe the Farmers, near the end of 
their Term, may Import great Quinti- 
ties of that Commodity, as they have 
formerly done ; and fo hurt the King, 
in his Revenue, for the following 
Years. 


It will not perhaps be unſeaſonable in 


this Place, to examin, Whither or no it - 


may be for the Publick Good, to take 
rhe ExcHe on Beer and Ale quite off, and, 
im its ſtead, ro put a Duty upon Malt ? 


By putting it upon Malt, the Collec- 
tion will be more eaſy, certain, and leſs 
expenſive, little of the 2uty wi'l be [17 
half the number of Officers wi!l {ufi*-e, 
as are now employ'd in the Exciſe ; ard, 
conſequently, it will be leſs Charge, by 
50,000 /, per Annurm. 


And yet , notwithſtanding all this, 
there are very ſtrong Reafons againſt it, 
which reſpect both the King”s Profit, and 


the Intereſt of his People. 
L The 
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The Exciſe, ſingle) ÞU. 3. & 
and double, on Beer | - 
and Ale only,yielded , 166 6,658--14--98. 


Year ending 24th , 
Jane, ,1695. Grols | 
Produce, mf 1 


Malt, at 6 Pence 
per Buſhel, may be 
brought to yield a- 
bout 


650,000 per Az. 


—— ——  ———————_——_—_— 


Total about 1,656,000 per Az. 


To raiſe ſuch a Sum, there mult be 


laid upon this fingle Commodity of Malt 


above 16 Pence per Buſhel, which is 
above 10 Shillings 8 Pence on the Quar- 
ter. And it lets be laid, the Govern- 
ment probably will be a Loſer by ex- 
changing the Durics. 


But an Impoſition-amounting to half 
the common Value of -che-- Commodity, 
is ſ0-cxorbitant, as not to be introduc'd, 
withont Ruin to the Manufacture in- 
tended to be charg'd. 


"Tis true there ſeems now to lie upon a 
Quarter of Malt, conſunvd in Publick 
Touſes, 15 5s. 114.5, Duty, thus: 

os In 


may not be for the Publick Service ? 
In the common way of Working, ef- 
pecially in the Countiesadjacent to'Lon= 
don, where the Malt yields well, they 
brew a ſort of: Ale, or Mild Drink, 
which, heretofore, was worth 'hetween 
I7 5. and 18 s, per Barrel ;- and, of this 
Drink, they generally draw', from a 
Quarter of. Malt, about two Barrels one 
Firkin of Strong, and one. Barrel of 
Small ; fo, ( 
E;' $1: 
For the New Impoſitionyx. - ' | 
on Malt, per-Quarter, — $ 99923709 


For the 2' Barrels one 2 
Firkin Strong, Duty — + | mM 
For the one- Barrel 7 
Small, Duty— | | — $92-2E-93 


There ſeems then to or 


paid from a - Quarter of 
Malt,Exciſe and new Dury 

In the remoter- Countries indeed, 'in 
ſome Parts, by -Cuſtom ; and, in other 
Places, becauſe the Malt yields. ill, they 
draw from a Quarter but one Barrel, and 
ſometimes-lefs; but the Price and Mea- 
ture 15 accordingly. 

Now it may be ſaid that this Branch 
of our Conſumption will be eagd, by re- 
S 9 ducing 
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ducing it from 15 5. 115.4. to 105, $4. 
and by laying the whole Duty upon Malt. 


But this will appear fto Argument to 
fuch as look into the bottom of the Mat- 
ter; for the 15 s. 114.4. winch ſeemsto 
be upon Malt, does not all lie upon that 
Commodity, as is vulgarly thought. 

For a great many different Perſons 
contribute to the Payment of this Duty, 
before it comes into the Exchequer. Firlt, 
the Landlord, becaufe of the Exciſe, is 
forced to let his Barly-Land at a lower 
Rate; and, upon the ſame Score, the 
Tenant mult fell his Barly at a leſs 
Price; then the Malliter bears his Share, 
tor becauſe of the Duty, he muſt abate 
ſomething in the Price of his Malt, or 
keep it : In a Proportion, it ikewile at- 
fects the Hop«Merchant, the Cooper, 
the Collier, and all Trades that have re- 
tation to rhe Commodity. The Rerailers, 
and Brewers, hear likewiſe a great Share, 
whofe Gains of Necefſiry will be lels, 
becauſe of the Impoſition : And laſtly, it 
comes heavie{t of all upon the Conſumers. 


Yet it lies with leſs Weight upon In. 
dividuals, becaute tuch a variety of Per- 
ions help to bear the Burthen ; And the 
Force of the Stream 1s not 1o great, for 
WS 


ay not be for the Publick Service ? 
5r's having taken ſo long, and ſuch a 
crooked Circuit. | 


But if the Duty be put upon the Mal- 
ſter, or firſt Manufacturer, he cannot 
have thefe Aids : The Brewers may be 


help'd by altering their Lengrhs ; and 


the Vituallers and Retailers can make 
themſelves ſome amends tor the Tax, 
by leſſening their Meaſures, or by railing 
their Price, in degrees not felt nor 
minded ; but the Malſter cannot take 
this Courſe, he cannot ſo eaſily fave him- 
ſelf upon the Buyer and Conſumer ; 
*twill be difficult for him to raiſe. the 
Price of a dear Commodity a full Third 
at once ; ſo that he muit hear the greay- 
eſt part of the Burthen himſelf, or throw 
it upon the Farmer, by giving leſs for 
Barly, which brings the Tax directly 
upon the Land of Exzlazd, 


As the Duty now lies, the whole Peq- 
ple contribute towards it, as Traders, 
or Conſumers ;. but if ic be remov'd, 
and put upon the Maliter, - it will bear 
almoft with its whole weight upon the 
Barly-Land; upon which Score there 
may be Reaſons to conclude, That the 
preſent Duties of 15 s. 11 4.5. which 
{cem ta lie upon this Branch of our Con- 

L 3 ſumption, 
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ſumption, are leſs Burthenſome | ( all 
Things conſider?d) than 10 5s. 8 4. would 
be, if Jaid upon the firſt ManufaCturer ; 
ſo that this Exchange-can' be hardly ad- 


viteable. ; 


There may again ariſe a Queſtion, 
Whither it will be for the Publick Good 
to exchange the double andſlingle Exciſe 
for a Duty on Malt, when the preſent 


RS.” * 
A 


The Single and Double 8 
Exciſe amount to about $ 7,00 $5000 
A Duty of' 10 Pence per 7 - 


Buſhel on Malt may pro- 1,000,000. 


duce about | \ 
L' $M 
By the Duty on the Li v1; Op 
quid, there lies upon doc I--I1z. 
Quarter of Malt, 5 
If the Duty be laid upon) | 
thedry Malt,” there will beC09-06-o8 


on the Quarter but 


Yet» for the'foregoing Reaſons, the 
Barly -Land ' is - leſs 'affeted by the 
11 5.114 4, paid:in the Exciſe, than it 
would be- by 65. $4, laid on the firſt 
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ManufaQurer; by a dire& Duty or: Malt ; 
belides, ſuch an Impoſition would require 


| ſo great a Stock to pay the Duty, that 
> the Trade could he hardly carry'd on un- 

' der it, without a conſiderable Prejudice 
' to the Landed Men. 


All Exciſes ſhould be laid as remotely 
from Land as poſlible ; *tis true, they 
yield leſs, when ſo put, becauſe the firit 
Maker is beſt come at; but. when the 
laſt Manufacturer, or Vender 1s charg'd, 


; they lie with moſt equality upon the 
| Whole Body of the People, and come 


' not 'upon Land in fo- direct a man- 


ner. 


This Digreſſion, perhaps, will not be 
judg'd unſeaſonable, becauſe many Per- 
ſons have given into this Project, mil- 
led by Men, who think they can com- 
pute, becauſe they know how to pur Fi- 
gures together. But to return to our pre- 
{ent Subject. 


If .the King were impower'd by Law, 
to Farm out all the new Duties that 
have been granted during this War, and 
if his Revenues were lett to be cultiva- 
ted and improv'd by private Induſtry, 
His Majeſty would peradventure tind ber- 
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ter Receipts in his Exchequer, than he 
has lately met with. 


The common Objections lying in the 
way of {uch a Scheme, are, That the 
Farmers may rack the People ; Or, That 
by taking only the full Due, they may 
difaftcct the Kingdom. 


As to Vlegal ExaCtions, there is little 
Cauſe to apprehend Exceſles of that Na- 
ture, when we have frequent Parliaments 
to redreſs Grievances. 


And therecan be no Reaſon, in Juſtice 
or Equity, why the People ſhould not 
acquieſce in the Payment of whatever 1s 
the King's Due by Law. 


The Parhament would never lay the 
Duty it {elf, if they thought it ſuch: a 
Burthen as could not be born by the 
Traders, in the Commodities they intend 
to charge. > /- 


But letit's Weight be what it will, the 
Retailers find ways to ſhift it from their 
Shoulders, and to lay it upon the Con- 


lumer. 


If 


may not be for the Publick Service ? 


Tf the Duty were ſunk in the Price 
of the Commodity ( which ſometimes 
has happewd ) the Tax would indeed 
lie more upon the Traders and Re- 
tailers. 


But of late Years, quite the contrary 
has been always practic'd, for where the 
Law puts one Penny Duty, the "Trader, 
or Retailer, in his Price adds another for 
himſelf; ſo that the Conſumptioner, is in 
a manner double Tax'd, in many new 
Impolitions. 


And in the Inſtances of Soap and Cand- 
les, the Price upon thoſe Goods was 


raisd equal to a Tax, which was only 
Talk'd of. 


And in the Stock of Leather, tho? the 
King did not receive 5 /. per Cent. as 
'twas manag'd, for what was really con- 
{um'd in the Nation, the Conſumptioner 
tound the Price advanc'd upon him full 
15 /. per Cent. and the ſame holds in Glaſs- 
Ware, Earthen-Ware, and Tobacco- 
Pipes, which are all advanc'd proporti- 
onably in Price ; and yet yield but a 
{mall Revenue to the Publick. 


5@ 
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So that whena Duty is granted, and 
not duly Levy'd, for want of Skill in the 
Subordinate Officers , *tis making the 
Gentlemen, and better ſort, pay a Tax to 
the Traders and Retailers. 


But jn an. Older Revenue, as for Ex- 
ample the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, which 
15 better underſtood, and yet 11] Colletted, 
there *tis dividing the Tax, between the 
Brewers and Inferior Officers. - 

When a Revenue yields not what may 
be reaſonably wo” bs from the Con- 
ſumprion of the; Materials.charg'd, the 
King 1s detrauded;either by the Retailers, 
orhis ownOffiters;and commonly theCaſe 
ftands thus. In new Revenues, ' He is 
wrong'd by the People, and in Old ones, 
by Ius- proper:Servants ; butin: Old or in 
New Branches, where {ucht as are intru- 
ited in the Management, eithev do not 
know, or do not tnind the Bufineſs, He 
will be wropg'd,: both by: the: Interior 
Officers, and by the-People. 

of SES of 2 


.., Revenues argigiven to Support the 
Government ,. and -not to inrich ſuch a 
tort of Men ; .it 'muſt be therefore moſt 
tor the Publick Good, to put the reſpce. 

| ctive 


may not be for the Publitk Service ? 


1 ive Branches, into a Method by which 

7 theſe Frauds may be avoided, and by 
which the King's Legal Due may bere- 
' cover'd. 


Nor will diſcreet ' Farmers of any 
Revenue, for their own fakes, rack or 
oppreſs the Dealers; ſince *tis fleaing thoſe 
Sheep, which would - otherwiſe. yield 
them a good Fleece every Year ; and the 
multiplicity of Rotailers, being an ad- 


: vantage to all fort of Exciſes, they will 
: take care, by too ſeverely ExaQting the 
' Duty,not to put+the People out of a Ca- 


pacity to carry on their Trades. 


Men of Dexterity and- Underſtanding 
(and others - will hardly - venture upon 
ſich an Undertaking)” muſt know, ' that 
Moderation 4s always 'requiſite;; That 
Clamors- are' to be "avoided ; and that 
the Juſtices of Peace1th'i the Country, are 


a Conſtant Check upon their Con- 


duct. 


On the contrary, ſuch as manage di- 
rettly by Commiſſion," may think them- 
ſelves a little more” Independent ; and 


 wanting;the true Art to govern a Mat- 


ter well, and finding the Revenue fink- 
king under *em, they may endeavour by 
| Extortion, 


155 


156 


Whither to Farm the Revenues, 23 
Extartion, or hard Uſage of the People, : 
to Topply what they are Deficient in ®? 
Skill and Duligence. ; 


As Princes, truly Wiſe, never Rule 
Tyrannically, knowing that Milder 
Courſes are more ſafe and profitable : Sa, 
in Buſineſs of an Inferior Nature, Men 
of any ſort of Wiſdom, will underſtand 1 
that Oppreſſion and Violence can never 
have a good Concluſion; upon which Ac- 
compt the Farmers of any Branch, far 
their-own Intereſt, will not attempt to | 
Extort upon the Feople. 


The natural Produce of moſt Duties, 
hitherto granted , would amount to a +. 
very great Sum (tho* perhaps not reach 
what they are giyen for;) fo that, with- | 
out Exaction or Illegal Courles, moſt | 
of the Revenues, well conducted, might 
yield largely to the King, and bring 
—_ moderate Profit to the Under- 
takers. 


Ta Things of jndiſpenſable ar neceſſary 
Uſe, where a high Duty may prejudice 
the Manufacture and hurt the Nation, 
to moderate the Impoft by Law, may be 
requifite ; which perhaps is the Cale in 
the . New Impoſitions on Paper, Glaſs- 

| Ware, 


ſuch as may be born, and on Tings of 
| Luxury, it cannot be thought a 


may not bs for the Publick Service ? 


1 Ware, and Leather ; and, if it be fo 
7 judg'd, the Wiſdom of the Parliament 
' will be ready to give the Subject eaſe, 


But when the Duties are light, or 


ard- 
ſhip , on the People, ro take ſuch Mea- 
ſures, as may bring to the King all his 


+ Legal Due. 


On the contrary, tis the Intereſt of 
Trade in general, as well Lomettick as 
Foreign, 'That the Revenues ſhould not 
be manag'd in an Ignorant, or Careleſs 
manner. ?Tis true, Traders and Re- 
trailers would be glad of an Univerſal 


| Negligence in the Officers that are to in- 


{pect them ; but that jeldom happens, for 


| ſome will be watchful, while others are 
' remiſs; and this puts the Dealers upon 


an unequal Foot of Trade. - He that by 
his own'Craft, or by Connivance of the 
Officer, can tteal the Duty, has a great 
Advantage 'over his Neighbour , who 
pays to the utmoſt. So that a corrupt, 


* ſupine, or a- puzzeld, unſteady Ma- 


nagement, may be good .tor here and 
there a* Dealer, but is always hurtful 
to the Bulk of Trade. | 


Bur 
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But ſuppoſe ſuch an univerſal Want 
of Care in the Collettion of the King's 7 
Duties, as that all the Traders and Re- * 


tailers {ſhould find their Accompet in it, 
which is molt eligible to-pleaſe them, or 
to ſupply the Publick Neceſſities : Is rhe 
Body of the whole People , or are the 
Brewers , Victualers, Maliters, Tan- 
ners, Cc. to be firft regarded ? Muſt nor 
the Deficiencies in thole Fonds which 
affect them, be made good by the whole 
Kingdom ? And 1t one Impoſition is ſo 
ill collected as not to anſwer, does it not 
of Neceſlity produce another ? 


It the Duties, already granted upon 
ſome Materials, are well look'd after, 
the Nation's Debts, in {ome: moderate 
time, may be fo cleard, as that new 
Taxes will not perhaps be wanting ; but 
if theſe Impoſitions are negligently ga- 
ther'd, the Debt mult -{well 1o high, as 
to render the charging our whole Con- 
ſumption almoſt unavoidable: And ?tis 
caly to judg, whither a particular or a 
general Exciſe, is molt likely to difaftett 
the Kingglom. i». {IL TNT 


The People are not much difturb'd at 
Taxes, which the Common Neccſlities 
' Te- 


W..- 

. ed - 
'f; 

55 
bs 

3 "4 
i% 


ant 


75 


35 
Lis 
; 
bs” 


ay not be for the Publick Service ? 


I require, and where the . Payments are 


not to be made'in dry Mony, out of the 


ngs 3 Courſe of Trade. They likewiſe abhor 
Re- {multiplicity of Officers, and a variety of 
{New Duties; which they will always 


1 it, 
,.or 
the 
the 
"an=- 
not 
uch 
10le 
s {0 
nor 


upon *em, in the {tr1 


[think a greater —_ , than levyin 

elt manner, thoſe 
Impoſitions with which they have been 
{ome time acquainted. 


The Strength of a Government does 


not lie in the Brewers, Malſters, Victua- 
lers, and Tanners, &c. but in the Body 


;of the People, who ſubſiſt by Labour ; 


_— 


and in the middle Rank of Men, who 
{ubſiſt from Arts and Manufactures ; and 
in the Gentry of the Nation, who have 
all along ſupported the War. Such as 
get by the Publick, as "Traders and Re- 
trailers do, have ſubjected themſelves to 


\ Publick Burthens; and when they pay 


no more than what the Law requires, 
they are not 1njur'd. 


What they pay leſs than their Due, 
muſt be ſupply'd by Ways and Means 
more grievous to the whole, or it will 
fall upon Land, which indeed lies at 
Stake to make good all Deficiencies. 


" From 
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From all the foregoing Reaſons, per- 3 
haps it will appear, Thar a looſe Admi- ® 
niſtration in the King's Revenues, is but ©: 
a falſe way to Popularity : And that to 
have them well and carefully admini- 
iterd, may peradventure diſpleaſe a 
few, but muſt relieve and —_ the 
Landed Intereſt, and general Body of 
the Kingdom. 


And *tis upon theſe Grounds and Prin- 
ples, that in the Exciſe, and in the new 
Duties laid upon our Home-Conſum- 
prion, ſuch a Form of Management has 
been here recommended to publick Con- 
{ideration, as, in a competent time may 
{o Improve the reſpective Branches, as 
to make *em clear the vaſt Debt Ezgland 
1s cngag'd in. To bring this about, in 
all likehhood, the moſt certain Way will 
be, to put theſe Revenues under a mix*d 
Management ; in which, the Adventu- 
rcrs mult aſſure a certain Rent, and have 
a Share, and the King his Proportion in 
the Improvements. 


And, when the Juſtices of Peace, . and 
Country Gentlemen , come to reflect, 
Thor it the Exciſe, and the Impoſitions 
larcly granted, do not anſwer well, the 
Govern- 


per- } 
lmi- 3 


| bur 
at tO 
11N1s 
e a 


the 


7 of 


| ou Undertakers, of this kind, fome Al- 


may not be for the\ Publick Service ? 


Government ' cannot: be ſupported, and 
the Nation's Debts cinnot be paid,'with- 


” out Land-Faxes and: freſh Exciſes, that 
2 muſt affet Land: When they duly con- 
' ſider 'this Matter, there is no room to 


doubt, but that the Magiſtrates; through 
the whole Kingdom, w:ll be as active 
and ready to afſi{t the Farmers, in bring- 
ing in any Revenue, as they ever were, 
or can be, to help ſuch Officers 55 ma- 
nage more clrettly for the King. 


' Thelaft Obje&tion againſt this Scheme, 


15; the Defalcations Farmers may expect : 
*Tis true, National Calamities-may hap- 


pen, ſuchas a Plague, or Famine, which 
would-. render - it highly reaſonable to 


»wance ; but then theſe are the only Ac- 
dents, which can, very much, affect Res 
venues, arifing from our Home-Con- 
ſumprion : And if the Accompts are 
truly ſtated, and the Produce. fairly 
thown, it can be no Prejudice to the 


King, to allow the fame Sum to Farmers 


as He muſt otherwiſe have loſt upon 


{uch a Diſaſter. That which made Ze- 
takcdtions formerly of ill Conſequence, 
was, That the Farmers had never been 
ſtrictly enough bound to bring in the 
yearly Groſs Produce of the reſpeQive 

MA Branches * 
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Branches: Where Proviſion is made for 
their doing ſo, and where there can be 
no Juggle in that Matter, the Article of 
Defalcations is not to be apprehended : 
And if (according to our Scheme) the 
Rent certain be moderate, Farmers wall 
be willing to {ubmit rhemſelves, in all 
extraordinary Accidents, to the Goodneſs 
and Mercy of the King. 


The Courſe, which has been here 
mention'd, of managing the Exciſe, and 
new Duties and Impolitions, would not, 
peradventure, be adviſeable, if any other 
probable way, and leſs burthenſome to 
the People, could be propos'd, to pay the 
Debt; which preſſes ſo hard upon the 
Kingdom. 


( 163 ) 


— — 
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DISCOURSE V. 
On the Publick Debts and Engagea 


ments. 


"TO underſtand rightly the Debts 
and Incumbrances that lie on the 
Kingdom , and upon the Crown-Re- 


, venue; and, in order to conſider what 


Means there are to pay *em off, it may be 
neceſſary to examin, and ſtate, what 
Duties and Impoſitions the People of 

M 2 Enge 
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England paid before the War, and what 
they pay at preſent. 

For by Contemplating the former Re- 
venue, ſome l udgment-may be form'd 
what Sum it is able to yield every Yeaf, 
without hurting Trade, Land, and the 
ManufaQtures. | 

And by conſidering the prefent Aids, 
and Duties paid. to the Publick, to dil- 
charge Debts already contracted, it may 
be ſeen in what Compals of Time thoſe 
Engagements may be clear*d off ; and 
what further Sum can be rais'd upon the 
People, to ſupport the Government, and 
for the Kingdom's Defence. 


According to'a Computa-Y VU. 
tion deliver'd into Parlia- 
ment , the ordinary Reve- 
nue of the Crown, with the 
new Impolitions upon Wine, ,  _ "Pe 
ec. Duty.- on © Tobacco',* 01955 
cc. Duty on French Lin- | - 
nen, &c. did produce, clear 


of all Charges in the Collec- | | 


tion,” Anno 1688, about — F | 
' The Charge of managing, _E 
theſe Branches, was about | c $09,000 


$0 that the People paid tog ,".5. 5 
the Government, about pray. 2, 901-93 
En "oe That 


od 


q 
4 
7 
AN 

. 


£ 


AA 


; Impolitions ; and. ſeveral 
' Branches being impair'd, the 


ayd Engagements. - 


That this Sum paid Annually was not 
ſo felt by the Nation, as to hurt Trade, 


' Land or the ManufaQuures, will appear 
' plainly to ſuch as conſider the Wealth 


and flouriſhing Condition of England be- 
fore the War. | | 


In 1695. (which Year we! ÞU/. 
chooſe becauſe the Accompts | 
were perfet) the Hearth- 
Mony being taken off, and | 


excluding tl /. new 
nas cyphcy.. ft TY 


ſa;d Revenues, clear of all 
Charges 1n the Colleftion || 
produc'd, about 'J 
The Charge of managing 

, 250,000 


theſe Branches, -might be 
then about —_—_ 


—— 
CO ——— 


So that the People paid to == 
E1,9.949 


the Government, Azzo 1695. 
about =— —_ 


This was probably the Poſture of At- 


- fairs in 1695. in relation to the Old Re- 


venue of the Crown ; but the unavoid- 
able Neceſlities of the War,-to preſerve 


the Nation, and to procure a good Peace, 


M 3 have 
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have introduc'd ſeveral new Impoſitions, } , 
of which ſome expire ſhortly, but the ? : 
reſt continue for a long Term of Time. 


But reckoning what goes off in leſs 
than three Years, viz. Malt, Double 
Tonnage, Leather, and the new Du- 
ties on Paper, &c. 1t will be found, 
That we ſhall not pay Annually quite 
ſo much as the Government receiv*d 
before the War ; which Point ſhall by 
and by be made out. As to the new 
Impoſitions, 

L, 

The 3 Additional 9g Pences 
produc'd, Anno. 1695. $ 43 52990- 
' New Cuſtoms or at's 
oy Cuſtoms produc'd, 4zxo.> 44847. 
1695. =_ 
Continu'd AQts and Joint 
Stocks produc d, A4nno. ie $94 90T: 

Puty on Marriages, &c. 
produc'd, 4nno. 1695, — $ - Fm 

Duty on Stampt Paper pro- 
duc'd, RR qt F _Atach | 44800. 

Duty from Hackny Coaches 2800. 


C——_—  —— 


Total— 977,614. 


There was then likewiſe a Duty up- 
on Salt, whuch being charg'd lately with 


a NEW 


L and Engagements. -167 
7 a new Impoſition, it ſhall be brought 
' jnto the next Articles; and ſince the Year 
1695. for the neceſſary Support of the 
War, there have been new Duties 
| laid, 
On Malt, which L. 

we have computed 
at 650,000 per Ann. L 

but till it comes to a FE. per Ann. 


waa * 


; perfect Management, 
* 1t will not yield a- 
! bove DT — 
' The double Ton- 
5 nage, which if it 
/ anſwers the ſingle of > 370,909; per Az. 
1695. clear of all 
Charges, may yield © 
Duty on Salt. at 
12 4, per Buſhel, has 
yieled 105000. /. at> 175,000. prr Ann. 
20 4, per Buſhel, it 
may therefore yield 
New Duty on 
Windows was given 
for 140,000 /. per 
Annum ;, but, in the> 50,000. per Ay. 
preſent Form © 
Management, it 
will not yield above 


Ow I—_————_———_ 
I nenn———— 


Carry over — 1,195,909. per Az. 
M 4 Brought 
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Brought over — 1,195,909 41 
Leather, 'by Eſti- BB 
mate, may yield of 100g90 per - Ana. | 
bout; +, —— : 
New Duty on Pa- 


per was given for 
125000 /, to be FEA 
raisd in two Years, 22999 i att 
but it will not yd 
above 

Duty on Glals- 013 IM 
Ware, &c. does not # 16,000. per Ana. | 
yied above — y j: 16513 a6] bp 


4 , 


[SIE 


—— 
F 


Total-1,31 5,909.per:Ann. | 


There are beſides ' ſore other Fonds, 
which, becauſe they produce but little, 
are here omitted. | 

So that the Peo- h 

le pay on Accompt | | 
* the” old Renile ad 
Groſs Produce —— 

On Accompt of 
the Duties exiſting in 977,014. 

1995.  — 


On Accompt of | 
the Dutics Ie 1,315,909. 
laid | 


Carry over, Total——3,3 p 5,472per Ann, 


Burt 


1 : ow bh | 
1 i rought over, W 1. 34355472» 


Ang. 


- and Engagements. 


+ But dedudt ' for what expires in lk 
than 3 Years on F 
Malt, —. 600,000.) 


; Double l. per Ann. 
Inn. Tonnage, <Þ536;600, p 
Leather, 100,000. > Viz. 1,080,909. 


's$New Du- 


ges on Pa-> 10,000, | : 


, Wer,; O*:: -;c J 


# And the People, 
Fyhen theſe Duties K, X 
$xpire which, wi —.;£,274,56 
e before the Year es. 
9790 will pay, but 
l, | 
\ They paid Groſs Produce 
F$ciore the War 4 2,251,555; 
{ They will pay, when 
dic Duties. on Malt, 0727456 2. 
=o off, but — 


So that when the aforefaid 1 

uties are expir'd,: the Peo- | 
Fo will be charg'd leſs than 7292, 
they were"before the War, | | 
annually —— 
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Malt, Double Tonnage, | 
_ and new OW oy L. 
Paper, &«. not included, the 
remaining Fonds, as was ſaid( 2,274,563: 
before, amount to per An- 


UM, —— EY 


Out of - which deducted 


for Management, + vaon $30,008 


— A 


And there remains-2,024,563. 
This laſt Total is our Annual Pay- 
ment to the Government for ſome time, 
and the Improvement: of theſe Duties, 
is the Matter our Men of Buſineſs have 
to work upon, to. diſengage the Na- 
tion. 
Tis to be apprehended, That the 


groſs Demand, private Men have upon 


the State, cannot amount to leſs than 
Seventeen Millions and a half, in this 
manner. ' 
: Tallies ſtruck - the l. 
oregoing Fonds, and which 
wars antaid the 23d LOO 
September 1697. for —— 

Tallies ſtruck on the He- : 
reditary and Temporary Ex- 
ciſe and Poſt-Office, Dzto, 


for — — 


. 700,000, 


1. 9,582,544- 
There 


aud Engagements. 
There was, Dztto, a fur- ? 


ther Debt by the Malt Tick-*. 1,270,000, 
ets of -  —— & | 
By the Annuities of —— 1,306,000. 
By the Lottery Tickets of 1,000,000. 
By the Bank Fand of — 1,200,000. 


L, 4,770,000. 


— —— — — —_ _— 


Beſides, a Years Defic1en- 
cies in the new Fands, ſince 
the laſt Defciences werep 1,500,000. 
made good, will probably 
amount to 

And *tis to be fear*d, T hat1 
the Arrears to the Army, to |. 
the Fleet, Ordinance and ! 

Civil Lift, with the whole x,700,000. 
winding up of our Bottom, y 
after this long War, will 
not amount to leſs than — 


f. 3,200,000. 


On Tallies —_— 9,582,544 
Malt Tickets, &c. —— DT 
The new Debt — 3,200,000. 


So that the Groſs DebtT__ __ 
of England, will be about C*/ 25 523544- 
*Tis 


I71 
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*T'is not here pretended to ſtate Things 
exactly, but it ſerves the purpoſe of the 
preſent Argument as well, if we come 
{ome what near the Truth, ſince we 
are only laying down. probable Grounds 
to form our Reaſonings upon. 


The Deficiencies latt Year, and the 
Arrears which muſt come at the End 
ofa War are included in this Accompr, 
becauſe till they are put 1nto a Method 
of Paymenx, it cannot be faid that the 
Revenue 1s” clear, or that the Publick 
Faith is made good : We have com- 
puted them at Three 'Millions two hun- 
dred thouſand Pound:; but be 'they 
more or leſs, they are to be conſider'd 
in Computations of this Nature. 


Some Perſons may believe that not 
to be a Pebt, which 1s already ſecur'd 
by a Fond (as if a private Man did not 
owe the Mony for which he has given 
a Land Security) upon which Accomprt, 
they may wonder to fee us reckon. the 
Salt Tallies, Annuities, Lottery Tickets, 
and Bank Fond, among the Debts of 
the Kingdom ; but there is Reaſon to 
think all may be juſtly. 'calPd a Debr, 
tor which Land or its Product, and the 


Trade, 


and Engagements. 


Trade, Labour, and ManufaCtures of 


the People, are any ways engag'd. 


And tho? a great Part of theſe 17 Mil- 
lions and a half ſeems to lie quiet, as 
having Fonds and a Security ſettled ; 
yet we ſhall find this Sum a heav 
Weight both upon Land and on all our 
Buſineſs, Foreign and Lomeſtick. It 
is therefore the Duty of every good 
Engliſh-man, to contrive and promote 
the Ways and Means, by which it may 
be clear'd as ſoon as poſſible. 


This Debt is ſo great a Burthen upon 
the former Revenue of the Crown, that 
hardly any thing remains to ſupport the 
Government. - Whatever can ariſe from 
Trade is already charg'd to the height, 
and perhaps more than it can well bear. 
Many Branches of our Home-Conſumprti- 
on are ſufficiently loaded with Duties ; 
{o that tho? it may be ſaid a great part 
of the Debt is provided for, yet with- 
out doubt, it makes future Supplies, much 
more: difficult, than they would other- 
Wiſe be. 


Upon which Accompt, he that thinks 
to form any Scheme of this Nation's Bu- 
lineſs, muſt begin with conſidering palt 

Engage- 
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Engagements, and the Fonds already 


granted, and this will more naturally !? 
ead him to ſee what can be done for | 


the future: By conſidering theſe Dehts 


and the Revenues ſubjected to their Pay ; 


ment, he will find by what time they 


may probably be clear'd off, and what | 


Overplus from the exiſting Duties may 
- expected for the Uſes of the Put- 
ick. 


However, notwithſtanding the En- 


 pagements which have been here menti- 
on'd ; *tis evident that the Publick of ' 


England 15 leſs encumber'd than the Pub- 


lick of France, or Holland, the Debts and 


general Rental or Annual-Income of the 
refpettive Nations, conſider'd. 


There are Rea-1 
{ſons to think that 
the General Ren- 
tal or Annual In- 
come of France, ',, -+ : 
from Land, Trade f $4999,000. Stetling: 
and Manufactures, 
amounted to, in 
time of Peace, a- 

ut — 1 


This 


* —_—— 
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A us fr 


and Engagements. 


This General Income we deduce from 
that Conſumption, which ſuch a Num- 
ber of People (as France contain'd before 
the War) muſt of neceſſity make, to 


ſuſtain Life. 


The Writer of theſe Papers has ſeen 
a Manuſcript written after the Battle of 
Landen, giving an Accotnpt of the Crown 
Revenue, and indeed, of the whole Con- 
dition of that Kingdom. It ſeems done 
with great Care and ſolid Judgment, 


' both as to the Accompts and other Ob-« 


ſervations : And it appears plainly, That 
He, who compos'd it, is very conver- 
{ant in the Publick Buſineſs of his Coun- 


| try, from his Accompt, and other Me- 


morials of the like kind, which we 
have ſeen, we ſhall endeavour to Col- 
lect a ſtate of the French Revenue: And 
we ſuppoſe, 


That 
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| That the Tax calPd 


to 
That the Five great 


Farms amount to $ 4,230,709--4-=74. 


That the Caſual 
Revenue amounts to 
That what they 


call les Eaux & bo 153,846--03--1. 


reſts, amount to — . 


dinary, and Extraor- 
dinary, amount to 


That ' the Tenths 
from the Clergy, " 153,846,--03--1 
$59 2 4 


That the Inland | 
and Foreign Poſts a- 
mount to — — \ 


Fhat the free Gifts 
amount to — —— 

That other Duties, 
chiefly rais'd in the 
Conquer'd Countries, 
amount to — 


769,230--15--5. 


692,307J--I3--10. 


f 


In all, 9,615,384--12--4. 
. Which 


l. Sterl. per. Ann. 
les Tailles,,. amounts ,076923-1=61 


F 307,092--00--2. 


239,709--04--7: 


YEet"s C33: 1h 


and Engagements. 


Which Sum came to the Government, 
clear of all Charges in the Collettion, 


and Management. 


l. Sterl. per. Ann, 
Note, That the 
Taxes of that King- 
dom before this pre-> 4,615,384- 
ſent Reign, did not 
exceed ſ 


But - of the Nine Millions Six Hun- 
dred 'Thoutand Pound Neat Revenue, 
before the beginning of the laſt War, 
there went out a great Sum to pay In- 
tereſt - for Debts contracted in former 
Times, and in the former part of this 
Reign. | 


The ways for {ome Years, made uſe 
of by that Government, -to raiſe Mony, 
have been by erecting new Employments ; 
by Augmentation of Salaries im the an- 
cient Offices; and by Aſſigning Penſions 
upon the Chamber of ' Parzs; for all 
which, the Party concern'd, or the new 
Purchaſer, pays ſo many Years Purchaſe 
to the King. And tho” this may be a 
ready Means of raiſing Mony, among, a 
People ſo deſirous of _ in Office, yet 

| iv 
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it has loaded the Crown-Revenue, and 
the Kingdom, with a long and heavy 
Debt. + | 


]. Sterl. 

For before 4688. the out- 

goings from the King's Cot- 

ters upon this Score, are 
computed at per. Aa. 


From the Crown-Reve- 


nue of $ 9,615,354: 


Peduct for theſe 


Pay-2 
O,O0O00O,. 
ments —— 


——— 


FP 


And there did remain to” 
the King in 1688. bur Pore 5,61 5,304 


Hit. ic 


Which laſt Sum ſeems to have been 
rhe Yearly Revenue that was to main- 
tain the Government of France about 
1688. which the Expences, occaſion'd by 
this laſt War, have very much exceeded. 


, For 


apap pup jap] ps 


2s 


or 


£ a => PIE9 De Py. FEE] AS * 
OE IT IE. TE en FUL 5 yEneD 


_ and Engagements; 


| For *tis beliey*d1 1. Sterl. per Amp. 


the Expences of the | 
King's Houſhold;, | 


with the Penſions 1,538;461,--10<-94. 


and Maintenance of | 
the Princes of the 
m—_ amount to j 

That ' the Sectet 
Expences are | $ 307,092—06--2. 


That the Ordi-7 ; 
nary and 7 5,769,230--1 5-44, 


nary. Charge of the( 
Land-Forces 1s-- -- 
Thar the Expen-" 


are 
That to hold up., 

and ſupply ſome | | 

Foreign Alliances, > 1,000,000-00<0:; 

there has been ex- VIS, 

pended — — p 


——— —— —————— 


ED 


= all, 10,538,461: ail 
Towards this, as 7s 


was ſaid before, the 
I Revenue might , 615,304: 


U bane ————_—. 


The Expences 


\ therefore, are moreF 492 3,077- 


I than the Revenhtie 


N 2 | For 


ces for the Navy61,923,076=18--6. 
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For which Sum, either the Govern- 
ment muſt have every Year run 1n Debt, 
or it muſt have been Annually rais'd up- 
on the People. 127 


a {. Sterl. per Ann. 
1e former Revenues 

And if this Revenue - 
had held up during the#*. 
War, there had not> 5,000,000. 
been occaſion to raiſe _a- 
bove | 


— C———— 


IEG eoenr_—_ —©« ———— 


And: conſidering the? 
great Number of Ofh-{ 
cers employ'd in the}- 
collecting every Branch, | 
and the Gains made by 
the Partiſans and Far- 5 1599,000- 
mers, we have Reaſon 
to think -that the Ex- 
pence of managing thele | 
Revenues is about —- 


Yearly kevy*'d upon the 
People of France dur- 
ing this War — —- \ 


So that there et 


16,109,000. 


Which 


and Engagements, . 


s Which was {. Sterl. 
” ” near the Fifth OOO ANG Annual Inc, 


Penny of — 


But it may 
be preſum'd , 
« That the In- 
terruption of 
Trade, and Ex- 
pulſion of the 
Proteſtants , 
have ſo im- 
pair'd the Or-| 
dinary Crown 
Revenue, as to 
reduce it to --- j 


? $8,500,000 fer Ann. 


+ So that in all Probability, the Annu: al 
Expences have been ſupply'd in the fol- 
lowing manner. b 
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]. Sterl. : | 
By new Crea- 1 | 
tion of Em- \ | 
ployments, In- J 


creaſing Sala | 

ries of ancient 

Offices, and by 

charging new 3,500,000 per Ann. 
Payments and 

Penſions, upon 

the Chamber : 

of Paris, there 

may have been 

rais'd — 


* IRE. ds xn, 
, KT En XX 


J 
By Aug- ? 


menting the 

Alias, Tailles, 

and other Im-\ 
poſitions, and : 7 2,600, 
by new Duties, 

there may have 

been rais'd -- 1 


ooH fer Ang. 


By the. for- 


mer Revenue '$ 8,500,000 per Ann. 


— 


Carry_over— 14,600,000 per Ann. 


Brought 


and Enzanements. 
7 Brought over—14,600,0c0 /. Sterl. 


To which, 
add for Ex- 
pence of Ma- 


nagement —— 


1,500,000 per Anp. 


And it makes] 
up the Sum 
( bm there | 
are Reaſons to | _ 
think is levy'd 716,100,000 per App. 
upon the Peo- 
ple of Fraxce ) 
of 


J 


Which is 


near the $h$84000,009 Am ual Inc, 
Penny of 


Which An-1 
nual Income by 
the War, Lols 
of Trade, and | 
Expullion of 77,000,000, Annual Inc. 
the Proteſtants, j 
was perhaps re- 
duc'd in 1697, 
OO ————_ } 
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Tf all this Sum has. nor been raisd 
the Ways we have mention'd, it has 
been levy'd by Alienation of the Crown- 
Lands, and Crown-Revenues, which is 
one and the ſame thing, in our preſent 
Argument. 


Now ſuppoſe, 'T hat Peace and a mil- 
der Uſage of the Proteſtants ſhould mend 
the Ordinary Crown-Revenue, yet it 
will be probably ſome time before 1t 
can be made to reach above Nine Milli- 
ons Sterling per Annum. 


There being Grounds to believe, That 
there has been levy'd in Nine Years by 
a Medium, 3,500,000 /. per Annum, 1n 
all, 31,500,000, /. by Sale of Offices, 
Charges on the Chamber of Paris, &c. 
And 7 6.094 the Purchaſers from the 
Crown have paid for all theſe new Grants, 
about Seventeen Years Purchaſe, and 
they cannot well have yielded-more. - 


En i al 
Oe CRT 


vi 
: 


” 
: 


EL 


| thus ſo 


and Engagements. 185 


The 31,500,000 4.1 
ſa for Pay- l. Sterl. 


* ment of Salaries and 


; of the Crown, with 


; probably paid out _ 


Intereſt, did then 1,890,000. per An. 
Charge the Revenue 


a new Debt of 
As has heen faid 
before, the Debt for- 
merly contracted up- 
on the ſame Accompt, 
amounted to —— 


4,000,000. per Ay. 


CARY —— 


So that there 1s 


the Crown-Revenue, 
upon theſe Accompts, 
in all EINE 


5,090,000. per Az. 


A— 


Peace may reſtore 
the Crow-nRevenue, 


9,000,000. fer Ap. 
to 


WWW 


From which de- 
duct for theſe ſort of 5,890,000. 


- Debts — 


And there remains 


to the Crown —— & 31 19,000. per Au. 


Co a 


—. 


The 


Ox the Publick Debts 


]. Sterl. 
pences. of the Court, 
Army and Fleet, in 
times of Peace, do 
not amount to leſs 
than 

From whence de- 
duct = 


The neceſſary un 
6 


000, 000. per An, 


$2.1 I 0,000. 


—— 


The Expence | | 
greater than the Inc +8900 per An, 
come by — 


Government of Fraxce muſt either ſup- 
preſs a great number of theſe new Crea- 
tions, or leſſen their Aſſignments, or 

+ Jower that Intereſt which is paid on 
Accompt of the Rent-charges upon the 
Chamber of Paris : Or, if none of theſe 
Meaſures are taken (which would un- 
doubtedly deſtroy Publick Credit) the 
King muſt keep up moſt of the new Im- 
poſitions that have been levied during 
this War. | : 


Tt 


From whence muſt follow, That the 


gy : C ** De EE 
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1s ſunk, and on the 


- for Intereſt, in all | 


i 


O 


2 a Medium of Seven-( 
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If there is paid) 
on Accompt of new 


laries and on Fonds, 
where the Principalþ 5,890,000. p. Az. 


Rent-charges on the 
Chamber of Paris, 


Debt, {uppoling it 
; to be contracted by 


Pa 
757 


The Princi pal , 


190,103,000. Sterl. 


| teen Years Purchaſe, 


: muſt amount tq —— 


Such a Debt as a Hundred Millions 
Sterling, muſt of neceſſity put the Re- 
venue of Fraxce in as bad a Condition, as 
that of Spain; and as wile and able as 
'the Frexch Minitters are, they will find 
themſelves extreamly puzzePd to over- 
come this Diificulty, © AAED 


Without doubt, they have too much 
Pkill to leave ſuch a Canker eating up- 
þn the Body Politick ; by which, in a 
Jhort courſe of Time, ' it muſt be fo 
weakemd, as to be utterly unable to re- 
Hit any Accident, either of Civil Diſ- 
ford, or Foreign War. 


But 
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But whatever Oeconomy or Skill they ; 
ſhall uſe, there ſeems reaſon to conclude, * 


from the View given here of their Af- 

j than Eleven Years and 
a half, they cannot work off Fifty Mil- 
lions, which is but half their Groſs 
Debt ; which likewiſe is not to be com- 
paſgd, but by continuing moſt of the 
preſent 'T axes. 


*Tis probable that L. 
Peace will in a lit- 
tle time bring the 
Annual Income, or 
General Rental of 
France, from = 
ty ſeven Millions, to 

Notwith{tanding) 
which, for Eleven 
Years and a half, till 
theſe Fifty Millions 
are work'd off, the 
People muſt pay in 13,500,000.per Ar. 
Taxes, Ordinary 
and Extraordinary, 
if *tis propos'd to 
get out of Debt, a- 
bout — J 


Which ; 


$1,000,000. per An. 


Rh, Ye, wi As ous ti. oo a 


we 
I 
RAY o ” ».LX RH y- 


and Engagements. 


Which is juſt the Sixth Penny of their 
whole Subſtance, whereas they paid but 
about the Ninth Penny before the War. 


Tf the French had continu'd the War, 
at the Yearly Expence of:;;Sixteen M1l- 
lions Sterling, and levy'd it within the 
Year, the People -muſt have paid to the 
Government very near the Fifth Penny 


: of the Annual Income of the Kingdom ; 


> but as the Caſe ſtands, 1f *tis intended | 
” part of the Incumbrances upon the 


! Crown-Revenue ſhould be clear'd, for 


{p. 


/ Eleven Years and a half, they muſt pay 


at leaſt the Sixth Penny ; which perhaps 
ts the beſt Security this Nation can pof- 
ſibly have, that the preſent Peace with 
France will be laſting. 


The Writer of theſe Papers did be- 
lieve it might be for the Publick Ser- 
vice, to give this brief Accompt of the 
preſent Condition of the French Re- 


; venue; and he was thereunto moy?*d 
i by the following Reaſons : 


ch reign Traffick, to' fee their Neighbours 


1. It may help Credit, and make 
Mony circulate, and encourage our Na- 
tion to proceed with Vigour in their Fo- 


10 
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ſo encumber'd with Difficulties and 
Debts, that they cannot very ſoon be 
in 4 condition to. renew the War: 


2. It will imprint in the Minds of 


8 


+ 
9 
ua 
, 
£ 
— 
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La 


4 


T4 
f 
F 
v4 
» 
# 
'F 
C 
= 
; 


Men, yet 4 greater Opinion of rhe Wiſ- 


dom aud Conquct of our Kifig, who 
has been -able to reduce ſo powerful a 
Nation as Fraxce was, by his Perſeve. 
rance and Courage, to ſuch a Condition. 


\ 2: It will make the People more 
chearfully bear thoſe Taxes which may 
be wanting to clear the Publick of -this 


Kingdom , when they {ce their Mony : 
has been employ'd in procuring a good ' 


Settlement; and a Peace which the Ne- 
ceſſity of their Neighbours is like to ren- 
der laſting; | 


As to the Condition of Holland; intend- 
ing ro treat more largely of it when we 
come to {peak of Trade in the Second 
Part, Diſcourſe IT. We ſhall only fay 
here, 


i hat there are Reaſons l. 
to think the Annual Income 
of Holland, trom Land, 18,250,000 
Houles, Trade, and Manu- 
tactures, 15 about — -« 


'Fhat 


yy, ww © A, 


and Engagements. 


That during this War,) L. 


2 the Dutch have paid above 


a third of the Annual In- | 
> 6,900,000 


of _ come of their Country eve- 
i. _ Ty Year to the Publick, or | 
1 - per Annum, J 
» 3 Tha. Th 6-43 
3. - ordinary Charg 

* 2} of the Govern- kent 
6 |; ment, 

y Intereſt at 4 

IS A per Cert. or 251,000,008 6,900,000 
y } Millions, — 

4  Theextraor- | 

.. CQinary Charg | 

- _ of the War, at dtd 

: a Medium — * 0 

_ © That, in times of Peace, 

& - they pay to the Publick | 

4 about the Fourth Penny of > 4,750,000 
= the Income of their Coun | 

. try, or per Annan, J 
J 


of 
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Of whicht ? 
ordinary Charg(, . 
of the Govern- | 
ment 15 —— | 


Intereſt "ul Ridy'! 


; 


25 Millions, atp 1,000,000 4,250,000 
4 per Cent, 

| Incident or | 
Piſcretionary C 500,000 


Expences —- 


contmue their extraordi- 
nary Taxes, they have a 


Yearly Surplus, rl 


So that, unleſs the States 


500,000 
to the Payment of Debts, 4 
but of —_— 


However, the ſcarcity of Land, want 
of other Securities, ' and: lowneſs of In- 
tereſt in that Country ,''witl make/the 
States of- Holland” ealy, as to the '2 5 Mile 
tions, in which they. -ſftand indebted-ts 
the Subjects of their Dominion. | 


By theſe Accompts, which are as truly 
ſtated as perhaps 1s needful in Computa- 
tions of this Nature, it appears, That 
both the Government and the People 0 
France mult teel the Wounds of the va 

or 


for a long ſpace of time, fuch immenſe 

Z Debrs being: contrafted, - as entangle all 
* the Publick” Revenues 3 "and, for: many 
{ Year, ' muſt "require, to clear them off, 

| new'and heavy Taxes: And as to the 

YG Zolenders, it appears likewiſe, That 

J cheir Government is fo incumber'd by 
bu ngagements” enter'd - into heretofore , 
lately , | Fhat they cannot \'wade 
ky, em perhaps in a- whole Age : 
*Tis true, they have this Advantage, 

| That tho? "the Publick is become indebred 
Fre War, yet the Subjefts, and Peo- 


have all the while iacreasd in 
| Riches 


)! 


To help the Reader's Memory i it ſhall 
- be ſhown, in one Scheme, how it may 
p ! probably -{tand with Ergland, France and 
® Hollard, as to Annual Income, ' Annual 
Y Revenues of the Government, and Pub- 
7 hee! Phbts. | 


'S ct 5 Fit Scheme. 

\/Fhis Schemb' is fornie from the beſt 
7 Lights the” Writer can poſſibly obtain 
pOpecrring 'the' Aﬀairs of France and 
= Hollands and-if it be but near the Fruth, 
= "$35 will befome Help: to ſuch \FNGeNghr) In 
| | a6 Caleulitiots,:: ts 


Q In 
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Ta Matters fo difficult, and {o neceſ* * 


ſary to. be known , as are the Income 


and Expence of a whole People, he that . 


can make. a Gueſs, founded upon proþa- 
ble Grounds, does go, a great way in af- 
ſifting thoſe, whoſe proper Buſineſs it is 
ro enquire after, and Jook into, the 
Wealth and Strength of their own, and 
their Nezghbour-Countries. 


And in the Art of reaſoning upon 
Things by Figures, *ris ſome Praiſe, at 
firſt, to give only an unperfett and rough 
Draught and Model, which, upon more 
Experience, and better Information , 
may be corrected. 


The Writer of theſe Papers believes 
himſelf near a Certainty in the Founda- 
tion whereon he builds, his Hypotheſis, 
which is the Number of the Inhabi- 
tants in the three tore-mention'd Nati- 
ons: And, Allowance. being made for 
the different Conſumption of each Peo- 
ple ; and, Conſideration being had of the 
Soul, rade, PraduCt, Extent ot 'Terxitory 
Induſtry,, Frugality, or Luxury ; and 
weighing the various Circumſtances of 
each Country, he thinks it reaſonable to 
conclude, That -to gouriſh the Mg. of 

'S ; 4 Ne 
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Mankind,. as to their Annual Expence in 
the Way and'Form of Living practis'd in 
each of the three Countries, ſuch an An- 
nual Income is neceflary, as.15 fet down 
in the foregoing Scheme. 


By Annual Income, we mean the 
whole that ariſes in any Country, from 
Land and its Product; from Foreign 
Trade, and-Domeſtick Bulinels, as Arts, 
Manufa&tures, &r. And by Annual 
Expence, we underſtand what is of Ne- 
ceſlity confunv'd to Cloath and Feed the 
People, or whats requiſite for their De- 
fence, in-time of War, or for their Or- 
nament in time of Peace. And where 
the Annual Income exceeds the Expence, 
there is a Superlucration ariſing, which 
may be calld Wealth or | National 
Stock. 


The Revenue of the Government is 
a part of this Annual Income, as like- 
wiſe a part of its Expence ; and where it 
bears too large a Proportion with the 


. Whole, as in France, the Common Peo- 


ple muſt be miſerable, and burthen'd 


| With heavy Taxes. That part indeed 


of the Prince's Revenue that noutiſhes 
his own: Perſon, 1s very little ; but in 
great Monarchies, where numerous Ar- 

O 2 mics, 
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mies, large Fleets, and pompous Courts 
are maintain'd, there, the Expence {wells 
high, infomuch that to.the Maintenance 
of the Governing part, v:z. the Prince, 
his Officers of State, Military Power, &c. 
which are not in time of Peace above 
One 26th of the whole, there is requir*d 
near the Ninth Penny of the Annual 
Income: And in ſuch Countries the Go- 
verning Part are Rich, or at their Eaſe; 
but the other 25 Parts, who are the Body 
of the People, muſt be oppreſs'd with 
Taxes, as. may be obſerv'd in the French 
DPomimions. And this holds more ſtrong- 
ly, where the Publick Debts make the 
Payment of a ſixth part of the Annual 
Income neceſlary, which,  foriſome time, 
15 like to be the Caſe of Fraxce. 

Bur, in Countries where the Revenue 
of the Government bears but a ſmall 
Proportion with the Annual Income, as 
1n Englazs, there the People are 1n Plenty, 
and at their Eaſe. 


For 111 Times of [. 
Peace ,: when , we 
paid ro: the -Pub- 
hck, - ——=: 
It was —_ | 
above: One '2oth >44,000,000 An. Inc. 
part of the then | | 


2,300,000 per An. 


And 
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And in Times) L. 
of War, when we 
paid within the 
Year, 

It was not quite? 
an Eighth part of -43,000,000 An. Inc. 
the then \ 


5,000,000 per Az. 


So that Erxzland, towards the Support 
of the Government, paid little more in 
Proportion to its Annual Incame, during 
the War, than Fraxce paid 1n times 
of Peace. 


However, it happens ſometimes that a 
Country, in time of War , may pay 


_ above the Third ; (and, in time of Peace, 


about the Fourth Penny of their Annual 
Income, to the Support of the Govern- 
ment, and 'yct the Inhabitants ſhall all 
the while increaſe in Riches,” which is 
the Caſe of Holland, Bur this will not 
{cem ſtrange ro ſuch as con{ider the Situ- 
ation of the Place, and the Manners of its 


People. 


Agreat part of their Aids to the Pubs 
lick, are neceſlary to keeg our the Sea, 


 and-* preſerve their very Being : And 
: this proportion .of his Subſtance, , from 


G1 the 
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the Beginning, no Man there accompts 
upon as of his own, but "— lays it 
atide for the State, as the Penny 

ploy'd, becaufe it givesa Vaheto all the 
reſt. And, as to the remainder of their 
Taxes, they ſeem more eaſy in a Com- 
mon-wealth, becauſe the People, at leatt 
1magin, they are well lay*d out ; though 
perhaps the publick Mony 1s as much im- 
beſſelPd there as in other Places. - 


But let it be managed as 1t will, the 
Inhabitants are always in expeCtation of 
Taxes, and govern their Domeſtick At- 
fairs accordingly , ſetting apart {uch a 
Proportion of their Fortune for the Uſes 
of the Publick, and ſubſifting themſelves 
upon the reſt. And when the Wants of 
their Government grow more preſſing, 
almoſt every private Perſon {hortens his 
own Expences. | 


— Fhis Occonomy, to which they have 
been accultom'd in the Courſe of a hun- 
dred Years, will always make Taxes eaſy 
tothem ; and will be ever a Reaſon, That 
fo long as they can preſerve their Trade 
free, they {hall not” be impoverifh'd by 
War, or by the Expences that War mutt. 
occation. And this Thrift enables *em 
ro pay to- the Government in- War, and 

wy 
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| in Peace fo large a Proportiort 6f their 


Anrmal Income.” | 

The ſhort View we have here given of 
the Aﬀairs of England, France and Holland, 
perhaps wilt not be unſeaforiable; becaule 


' it- may happets to furniſh Hints to fome 


abler Heads; in order to form a Scheme 
of the Nation's Buſineſs. 


As to Hollana, the Engagements that 
State les under to 11's Subjects, moſt part 
of *em, are of an old Date, andthe reſt 
lie quiet: But as to, Exglazd and France, 
peradventure it may be lay'd' down: for a 
Maxim, That either of the two Nations 
that can ſooneſt clear off the Incam- 
brances lying upon the Publick, that 
Country will ſooneſt thrive in Frade, 
and+be in the belt Condition to preſerve 
#5 Empire and Dominion; and that Na- 
tion. will ſooneſt taſte the Benefits of 
Peace. | 


Where the Publick is indebted, a large 
Proportion of the Revenues ariſing from 
the Annual Income, muſt iffue out to the: 
Satisfaction! of thoſe Debts ;} Prom 
whence follows; That the Land and La- 


| Boyr of the People, muſt go to inrich 
the' Mony'& Men 'and Uſurers,- aid not ' 
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to ſupport the Government, . as 'tis- the 
Caſe of Spain: In Wiſdom therefore, 
all Methods ſhould be us'd to get out of 
their Hands ay ſoori as poſhble,  ...' 


, A People is more or leſs eaſy, as'ithe 
Taxes and Payments to the Publick, arg 
more or leſs ; Upon which Score, it muſt 
needs be Wiſdom in a - State, to haſten 
tne clearing off its Debts ; which being 
commonly attended. with high Intereſt, 
will otherwiſe bring. a heavy Burthen 
upon Poſterity, * 


It the, Publick can be diſengag'd 16 a 
moderate compaſs ot-,'T une, / the People 
of. England may come 'to-pay, as, here- 
tofore, 'tothe Government, but about 
One 2oth part: of their Annual,,, In; 
come ; which would pur tie Land-Inte- 
reſt, Trade, , and Manufactures in a good 
Poſture, and a Houriſhing Condition... , 


But here ic may be objected, That 
they who haye Sccurities upon the! Pub- 
lick, may, defire, as they. do, 1n Holland; 
to lipk the Principal, and,-chooſe rather: 
t@ receive a good Annual-Intereſt ;-+and 
conſequently ;hat to make ſuch haſte,ig, 
clearing rheic Debts, ,capnpt be of, ſuch; 
Inpartance j:-,.4$: being ;.all- one - to/ the; 
7 ' whole 


— ma ww. A. 0i. 


; « (4114... Engagements.) 20 
: whole. Body of-the;People,, what- is. res 


he 
, ' ceiv'd or. paid, among one another; 
0 

Fo which may be anſwer, | "That 
'; letting theſe Debts continue ſo long in 
e ' Holland, has been. perhaps an Error 'n 
E their Conſtitution, | rho? peradventure al-; 
|} moſt unavoiadable, becauſe of. their fre- 
2 quent and expenſive Wars,, But our, 
5 Caſe and theirs is not at all the ſame.; 
, _ They have but one Principal Intereſt, 
2 _ Which is Trade, to which they make all 


other, Things: ſubſervient;; , their Land- 
COncern being, very; ſmall... ;And the 
Million Uſe-mony; which they pay 
Yearly for the 25. Killions: .OW1ng, ;15 not 
ſo much lay'd.on Land, or Trade, as by 
Exciſes upon their Home-Confumprion : 
yo that, as to what is paid,out of their 
Annual Ingome, ?tis indiffcrent thor ugh 
Whas Hands it —_ + 
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do. not ariſe, —_ obr Hame: (OE Poblick ; 
tion,” but. from Lapd and Trade, or ſuch. 
Excyles as Ts Land ; and 1n our. Caſe, 
if we let a long Debt continue, by ſink- 
ing the Principal, we pleaſure one part 
of,:thg,. People,:; at; the -Expence, ob- the 
| Uhr; thax; z3,.tp. fy, We gratify the. 

Monyd- 
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Mony'd Men and Uſuters,” who are the | 
 Drones of the Common-wealth, at the * 


Coſt of the Landed Man, the Farmer, 
and Induftrious Merchant, TY 


*Fis true, fmking the. Principal, or 
long Fonds, ''may grve us preſent Eafe ; 
but they are a Canker, ' that in proceſs 
- 20m wilt eat into the. Body - Po- 
1f1CK. | 


In all probability, for the foregoin 
Reafons, Fr will be terror Thrift, 2 my 
ert onr felves ſtrongly, in the beginning, 
to pay off the: Principal Debt, than to 
leave it a conftant Byrthert upon” the 
Land, and Trade of England. 5 


The leſs we pay ont of our Annual 
Income, the more Trade, Land, 'and 
ManufaQtures (which are the Produtt of 
of Land) muſt flouriſh: And this An- 
nual Income, being the Fftate of the 
whole Body:Politick, which muſt main- 
tain the Prince and his People, to: fet it 
clear, ſhould be: the Endeayour of - all 
_ as. conſider the common | Wel- 
dre. "" "OY | TIT *. 


When this- Eftate- is” freed from En- 


gapgements,, the Body -Politick recovers 
new 


and Engagements. 


\new Health and” Vigour ; the Prince is 
in a Condition to proteCtt his People, rhe 


Produ&t of Land goes off quick; as not 
being clogg'd with Duties and Impoſi- 
tions, and the Merchant is encourag'd, 
to extend, and entarge his Traffick; to 
whoſe Induſtry, high Cuftoms area per- 
petual Bar. | 3. 10 


And if the Publick of this Country 
can get ſooner out of- Debe than'Fr ence, 
(which we hope to make evident ) that 
Nation will never be able to- overtake ns 
in Trade, nor deſre to renew a War 
that has entangled their Aﬀairs for fo 
many. Years to come. 


He therefore, that would propoſe for 
the Good of Ernztand, muft fo form his: 
Scheme, that our Bulineiles of this Na- 
ture, may be ſooner put wr Order, than 
thoſe of France can poſſibly be-; their 
preſent Trade, ' Wealth, Crown-Reve- 
nues, and the Annual Income of their 
Kingdom confider'd. 


We have laid down, That allowing 
the French to pay every Year the Sixth 


Penny of the Nations whole Rental, and 
making Quarterly Payments of Principal 


and Intereſt, yet that it will be Eleven 


Years 
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Years and a: half before they can have 


clear'd Fifty Millions, which is but a | 


part of their Pebts. - 


And now we. ſhall proced to ſhow, 


That: our Difficulties will be got over, 
a great,deal ſooner, which can be no ill 
Proſpect to ſuch as wiſh their Country 
well. 


We have ſtated the Pay- L, 
ments ,of ' Exglaud to the 
Government, to be per Az-> 3,355,472 
aun, as they ſtood in 1695. 
about —— — 


be, in round Numbers, a- 
bout 


And the Groſs Debt to 
C17,399,00 


But the Malt Tickets, 
may becclear'd by their own { 1,270,000 
Fond,: and are — —— I | 


And there is Proviſion” made by the 
3 Additional 9 Pences. | 
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L. 
For the ys + HH6.H00 ' / 
lion-Lottery, re Es | 
—_ rhe my 1,200,000 > 3,500,000 
For the An- 
nuities, ITY 


on the Exciſe and Poſt-Ot- 
fice, will he clear'd in two 


And the Tallies ſtruck) 
700,000 
Years by thoſe Fonds, 


In all, 5,470,000 


Groſs Debt, — 17,500,000 

From whence deduct 5,470,000 

And the Groſs Debt will | 
—_— ings c 12,030,000 


But for ſome of it there \ 
are preſent Fonds hrs 
and others prolong'd, which\ 288 
in a Courſe of time my 5,982,544 
clear that Bulk of Tall 
amounting to 


— 


And' the Debt ( which 
may be properly calFd af | 
Deticiency ) will 'then re- 3147-456 
Main ——— * 
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And theſe ſeveral Articles, added to- 
gether, compoſe what we have calPd the 
Grols Debt of England, vis, 

L. 
The Malt | ? l 
Tickets, — 5 ts. >a 

Million Lot- 
tery, Annuitzes, > 3,500,000 

| — GO — i 
I | Debt on the?  - $17,500,006 

Exciſe and Poſt-c 700,000 | 
"Talittand; 
. .. Tallesſtand- 
ing 00s, —— $8,882,544 


Deficiencies, 3,147,450 y 


By which Accompt it appears, There 
are Securities laid out for a great part of 
this Incumbrance ; but-he, whois to form 
a general Scheme, ſhould conſider by 
whit time each Fond will have wrought 
out rhe Engagements that are upon 
It. 


The Exciſe and Poſt-Mony are the on- 
ly Branches of the Crown-Revenue, 
which are not_ disposg'd of for a long 
Term*of Time; for they may be clear 
in about Two Years; but it would be 

| very 


WPAOSR<Y 
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; and Engagements. 
: very well, if a Way could he found out 
| to diſengage thoſe Fonds, ſooner , be- 
cauſe they. were. wont £9. be the' umme- 
diate Subliſfqnce of the King's Perſon and 


Family. : 


The Groſs Debt in Tallies is 8,882,544 


Out of this) 7. 1 
are to be. de- 
ducted the Salt ! 
Tallies, whiche 1,837,827 
have another 3 
ſorr of Fond, 
and _; mg J I 
As alſo Tab 
lies ſtruck on .» 2,602,527 
the LeatherACt, > 564,700 
which are a- | 
bout yr 


Asalfo, Tal-y A 
lies ſtruck -on( ' 
the Malt AQ,C ©©9-02® 

þ. 


which are ].. - - 


cc — 


Remains, 6,280,017 


This laſt Total is what will lie upon 
that General Fond eſtabliſh'd laſt Year, 
and which indeed takes up moſt of the 
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Branches of our Conſumption ; *tis true, | 


nothing 
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nothing'eoull/ be more Jaſt 'and Hono- 
rable, than what was done at that time, 
to mmake igood the Publick Faith ; -but 
till theſe-Revenues come 'tbibe- dear,” the 
Ways and Means of -12the Mony ſeem 
ey difficult. | | 

i. Of oF] 

The Fonds that are continyed to 1ſt 
of Auguſt, 1706. and made a Security 
tor the 6,280,017 l. as we take it it, are 


as follows, - 


pri! 
New Cuſtoms about —= 44,847 
Continued Acts and $6: 

_— about IE 3945997 
arriages , Birt 1s L., y1103k c- 
about ns perk ge Fro 54437 
Stampt Paper about —=' 48; 000 
Cuſtoms about ——— 370!9o9 
Duty on Windows, fbout | 50,009 
Duty on Glaſs- Wareg&t. 0 


about — 310,009 
The Eight Pann - per ge”. 
Buſhel on Salt applied to this | 
Fond,” till 1699: fot paying FJ 
Intereſt, | | 0 
107E i i Herr 1 pecking of Joc Mb 7 5% 2 WE 
TP hs oth per nth, x Pere 
w {13  S 1017 & 3. 3s) 
111 F i0J 10 79 


: i , 1 oF - ' 
3 1s +. & . I Ta — - & 44 « * "4 
” = 
. » 
- + « of + , 
"1445 A484 wb 1} 
x: 


hagai T8 do ted + woes Hforwed A 


hu » 
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And reckoning the 6,280,017 /. Tal- 
lies, to be one with another, at about 
7 per Cent. Interett, which peradventure 
is a right Medium; and ſuppoſe Quar- 
terly Payments to be made of Principal 
and Intereſt, the Debt will be paid in 
jeſs than. Eight Years, tho' the Fonds 
ſhould produce no more than they did 
in 1695. which is three Years and a half 
ſooner than the Revenue of Fraxce can be 
clear'd, tho? Intereſt from the Publick be 
higher here than in that Kingdom. 


"Tis true, we have one Circumſtance 
worſe than either Fraxce or Holland, the 
Revenues by which ' the Government 
ſhould ſubſilt in Times of Peace, have 
been ſwallow'd up by the Expences of 
the War ; the Cuſtoms, one of the chief 
Branches, being 1n a manner wholly an- 
ticipated for a = time; and the Exciſe 
and Poſt-Mony, cing engaped for two 
Years. But notwithſtanding this, we 
ſhall endeavour to prove, That Exzland, 
1n relation to publick Payments, will be 
ſtill in much a better Condition than 
cither of thoſe Nations, when the Pars 
lament have granted to the King ſuch 
turther Aids or Reyenues as may main- 
tain His Dignity, and defend the King- 

P dom ; 
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dom ; and when the 3,200,000 /. of 
Deficiencies and Arrears, are put into a 
Method of Payment. 


”Tis not here pretended to ſtate what 
Supplies may be neceſſary to come 1n the 
room of thoſe Branches, which the 
Common Safety and Uſes of the War, 
have anticipated ; nor what preſent Sum 
may be needful to pay off that part of 
the Deficiencies and Arrears, which, to 
preferve Publick Faith, ſhould be conſi- 
der'd as ſoon as poflible ; but in Argu- 
ments of this Nature, *tis requiſite to 
lay down ſome Propoſition, upon which 
an Hypotheſis may be founded. 


The Defictenctes we have mention'd, 
as {hall be ſhown by and by, have ſo ap- 
propriated any future Aids, that unleſs 
they can be provided for, there will 
remain very little to carry on the Ex- 
pence of Government for this prefent 
Year. 


 *T1s to beapprehended likewiſe, That 
{ome of the Arrears are of ſuch a: Na- 
ture, as will require they ſhould be im- 


' mediately confider'd. 


The 


and Engagements. 


'The Crown-Revenue, as has been 
ſaid already, amounted to about two 
Millions . Produce. Suppoſe then, 
for Argument-ſake, that for Support of 
the Government, and towards ſatisfying 
part of the Deficiencies and Arrears, 1t 
{hould be thought convenient to raiſe 
within the Year, 2,000,000 /. 


There is already paid, — 3,355,472 


— 


Our Payments to the 
Publick, in a Year will be>5,355,472 
then 


It may be here ſaid, That if we pay 
above Five Millions per Aranum , our 
Condition 1s not better'd by the Peace. 
But ſuch as argue this way do not conit- 
der, Thar if the War had continu'd, tor 
Example, this Year, beſides the Annual 
Payment of 3,300,000 /. from the Fonds 
now exiſting, there mutt have been 
rais'd for the Fleet and Army, 5,000,000/7. 
in the whole 8,300,000 /. that isro ſay, 
There might have been levy'd within 
the Year about Five - Millions, and for 
the reſt we muſt have run into a new 
Debt. 


But {uppoling the Neceſlities of the 

1 . © y . FR 
Puviick ſhonid require, Thar the pre- 
FL 1ERT 
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ſent Fonds be made up 5,300,000 /. yet, 
if the Taxes are equally laid, ſuch a 
Sum may perhaps be rais'd, without 
hurting Land or the Trade of the 
Kingdom. 

For *tis to be preſum'd 
that Peace, in ſome mode- 
rate time, will reſtore our 
Annual Income to 


44,000,000 


Out of which there will 
be paid not One 5th part to 
the Government, though > 5,300,009 
there ſhould be rais'd per 


Annuzm, 


But mn leſs than Three 
Years, the Duties upon 
Malt, Leather, Double | 
"Tonnage and Paper, &c. 
expire, winch abate One 
Million vearly, and then 
there- will be paid ro the 
Government. -—— (! 


Pe 4,300,000 


>O 


20 


JO 
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And at the Expiration of} [. 
leſs than Eight Years (by | 
which time the Groſs Debt 
of England may be paid) 
the Yearly Expences of the 
Government computed at 
two Millions, and the, 
Charge of managing the © 
Revenues at 250,000 /. we 
{hall pay to the Publick but ! 
about the twentieth part of 
our Annual Income, as we 
did before the War, or per 
Annum, —— : 


2,250,000 


J 


Whereas if the Debt of Fraxce be, as 
we have laid it down, and as is poſt- 
tively affirn'd, by ſuch as pretend to be 
well inform'd of their Condition; and if 
its Annual Income, be no more than 
Eighty one Millions (which Sum we 
have ſtrong Reaſons inducing us to be- 
lieve, it will not for ſome time exceed) 
that Kingdom mult pay to the Govern- 
ment the Sixth Penny tor Eleven Years 
and a halt, and above the Ninth Penny 
atrerwards, if their Yearly Taxes amount 
as formerly, to Nine Millions ſix hundred 
thouſand Pound. 


T 3 The 
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The Writer of theſe Papers was once 
of "*2inion , That the War did every 
Ye. more 1mpair and prejudice the Con- 
dition of Erzland, than that of Fraxce ; 
but grounding his Calculations upon 
FaQs, as they appear, if the FaQs prove 
otherwiſe, he does nor think the Art and 
Rules by which he goes, to be liable, on 
tlus Accompt, to any Cenſure. 


By conſidering our own Expence at 
Home, it might ſafely be judg'd, That 
the League with the Orroman Empire, 
the numerous Armies, and great Fleets 
of Frazce, with the Charge of the Civil 
Government, could not be maintain'd 
tor a leis yearly Sum, than Sixteen 
Millions. 


As we have been credibly inform'd, 
at the laſt calling the Coin into the Mint, 


their Gold and Silver Species amounted 
to 22 Millions Sterling. 


*I1Sevident, to any one that has ever 
medied with Computing, That the War 
could not confume above Fitty thouſand 
of rheir People every Year, 


It 


C 
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It did not appear by any Accompt 
from thence, Thar Intereſt there, for 
Mony lent the Publick , was at all exor- 
bitant. 


'Tis true, part of their Foreign Trade 
was interrupted ; but this was in ſome 
meaſure recompenc'd, by the Capture of 
rich Ships, both from Ezgland and Hol- 
land; and by the Gains they made, the 
laſt Five Years, ina Pyratical War, ma- 
naged with good Fortune, and better 


Conduct. 


It did not appear, till very lately, but 
that the 16 Millions, expended Annu- 
ally, was rais'd within the Year, with- 
out charging any great Debt upon fu- 
ture Times. 


Our own Affairs did not ſeem to have 
{o good a Face. The ill Poſture of the 
Coin did look like a Wound in the very 
Vitals; it ſet the Exchange abroad much 
to our Diſadvantage, and render'd both 
our Foreign and Domeſtick Traffick , 
uncertain ; our Loſſes at Sea were every 
Year conſiderable, and what we loſt, 
was an addition of Strength to the Ene- 
my. The African Trade was in a man- 
© 8--Þ ner 
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ner intirely gone ; That to the- Eait-1u- 
dies was in danger of loſing ; our IfJands 
in the MWe#-Jzates, by Plagues, Earth- 
quakes, and other Calamities, were not 
in a good Condition to detend them- 
ſelves; and the loſs of Jamaica , mult 
probably have been follow'd, with the 
Ruin of our Intereſt 1n America. 


Credit, after the Mopy was recoin'd, 
was at ſ{uch a low Ebb, that 5 Millions 
given by Parliament, did not operate, 1n 
the Service of the War, and to the Uſes 
of the Publick, but as little more than 
two Millions and a half; and every 
Year the War laſted, did viſibly engage 
the Nation in a future Debt of above 
three Millions. 


The Coin was evidently fo deiac'd, as 
that to reſtore 1t muſt reduce the Silver 
ro near a half in Tale: And theſe Con- 


{iderations might make the French Aft: \ 


fairs ſeem in a better Poſture than thoſe 
of England. 


The beſt Computer in the World 
could form no Judgment, what Gold 
and Silver might be remaining in this 
Kingdom, there being no Footing, upon 
which any Reafſonings could well be 

hix'd; 
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| fix?d; ſeveral Perſons did gueſs rightly 
enough at the Current Caſh, reckoning 
the Silver about Five, and the Gold a- 
bout Four Millions; and there was 
ſtrong Reaſon to believe, that on the 
ath of May, 1696. there could not be 
much a greater Sum 1in Tale lefr, tho? 
the contrary is now apparent ; for Inte- 
reſt was ſo high, and the Advantages to 
be made of Mony, were every way fo 
conſiderable, that it might be well con- 
cluded the whole Species was 1nvited out 
to cires/ate abroad. 


*Tis not difficult to make a reaſonable 
Concluſion from FaCts pait and preſent, 
but no Political Arithmetick 1s accompta- 
ble for the Fancies, Paſſions, and Hu- 
mors of the People ; Nor could any Man 
poſſibly imagin, there ſhould be up- 
wards of Three Millions Four Hundred 
Thouſand Pound, of Broad, Ham- 
mered Mony hoarded in Ezz/azd: And 
yet *tis now apparent, no proſpe& of 
Gain could bring this Sum out, till the 
Law forc'd it into the Mint. And it 
may be from thence argu'd, That there 
was more MilPd Mony, Guineas, and 
Old Gold lock*'d up in Cheſts, than was 
once believ'd ; and that conſequently the 
Nation was Richer, and leſs hurt by 
| | the 
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the War, than Men commonly 1magin'd; 


for 1t 1s now evident, and this Experi- 
ment of reſtoring the Coin has ſhown, 
That the Fears conceiv'd by People con- 
cerning Liberty, and Innovations in Re- 
ligious Matters, had induc'd them for a- 
bove Thirty Years, to keep by *em a 
Reſerve of ready Mony, hoarded, to 
anſwer any urgent Occaſion ; and the 
Species circulating about, ſeeming very 
little, did move ſome Perſons to appre- 


hend, it was gone out of the Realm ;. 


and from thence to fear, that our. Aﬀairs 
were in a more declining Condition, than 
tnole of France. 


The Computers therefore by Political 
Arithmertick, might be well out in their 
Calculations, when the Matter was fc 
dark, and difficult to be argu'd by any 
Rules of Art; for tho' it may be known 
what Sum 1s neceſſary to circulate a Coun: 
tries Trade, and ſuttain its People, ye 
*tis NEXT tO impoſſible to gueſs, what 
part of this Sum either private Avarice, 
or publick Fear, may fo lock up, as te 
make it a dead Treaſure in the N« 
LON. 


France was like a Conſumptive Man, 
v/1th a tre{hand florid Complettion, our 


Diſtemper * 


Ly” 
-- 
* 
ff 
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; Piſtempers broke out into Sores and 


Blains, but we had a better Health in- 
wardly : Their Decays and our Strength 
were both conceaPd, and Time has now 
brought to Light, That England has ſome 
Millions more of Mony than was be- 
tev'd ; and, that Frazce 15 indebted many 
more Millions than was imagin'd. 

If the Sixteen Millions annually ex- 
pended, could have been rais'd within 


;- the Year, their Condition had been bet- 


ter than ours; becauſe, towards the latter 
end, our Debt {welPd every Year Three 
Millions; but they, running in Deb, 
by a Medium of Nine Years, Three 
Millions and a half every Year ; and we, 
by a Medium of Nine Years, not quite 
Two Millions ( our Debt being but Se- 
venteen Millions and a half, and theirs 


'new contracted, Thirty One Millions and 


a half) the War muſt have impair'd 
France more than Erzland. 


Their Annual Income is not double to 


yours; and their Debt, with what was con- 
\tratted before the War, is above five 


times more than ours ; the Expences of 
their Government do much exceed that 
of Ergland, we ſhall in all appearance 


; fooner recover our Trade then that King- 


dom 
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dom poſſibly can ; add to this, that dur- 
ing the War, they have had a ſcarcity ? 
of Corn, which almoſt amounted to a * 
Famine: Want of Nouriſhment muſt " 
have deſtroy'd a great Number of their 
People : They had little Exportation of 
their home Product; the Perſecution of G 
the Proteſtants muſt have forc'd away 
more Inhabitants than was firſt thought ; 

and all this muſt have fo impair*d their 
Annual Income, that they could not raiſe 7 
the Sixteen Millions within the Year; 
by which the Crown every Year fo in- x 
creas'd its Debt, as that the War could |, 
not be carry*d on much longer with any 
Safety to their Government. 


; Of 
Corn in England has been but one 6, 
7 
Year very ſcarce; we haye had an Acceſ- 
ſion of Strangers, to repair that Con- _ 
. . | 

ſumption of our Pcople which the War | ,, 
might occaſion. Tho? our Taxes were he 
heavy, our National Stock was great, ,. 
and not Exhaulted as was that of Frazce, "= 
by former Impolitions ; they labour'd un- * 
der a former Debt, our Crown-Reve- },,. 
nues was clear. The Interruption War * Sp 
brought to the Tillage, Labour, and ',, 

Manufactures of other Countries, pro- 

duc'd a great Call from abroad for our 

Commodities, and did very much inlarge 
the 
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” Z the Exportations of our Home Product, 
2 and in ſome meaſure hinder'd the carry- 
2 ing out of Mony, tho? we had an Army 
it 'to maintain ina Foreign Country. As 
ir this Foreign Army drein'd the Species 
Of from us, ſo the high Price of Naval 
of Stores from the Northern Kingdoms, the 
Alliance with the Port, and other 
"5 Leagues, did without doubt exhauſt the 
ir  Mony of France; upon all which Con- 
i 'fiderations it ſeems reaſonable to con- 
"> clude, That the War has more hurt 
1” the French Aﬀairs than thoſe of Erg- 
Id Jand. 
y 
The Debt of a Hundred Millions 
Sterling, will be a Weight upon their 
1s future Buſineſs, and probably muſt ob- 
- {tru any Deſigns that may be form*d to 
1 our Prejudice, provided {ſuch Meaſures 
ir are taken here, as that our Publick may 
& befirſt clear'd ; but if thoſe Engagements 
t are ſuffer'd to continue, which le now 
© indeed upon the Annual Income of this 
1- Nation, as well as upon the Crown-Re- 
& +venue; we ſhall be in the condition of 
il *Spaty, unable upon any Emergency 
'to help our Selves, or to aſhſt our 
0 _ Friends, 


In 
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In all likelihood, if Conduft be nor * 


wanting, we may firſt get out of the 
Difficulties which ſeem to lie at preſent 
on both Nations, but more heavily on 
theirs, than ours ; under ſuch a Debt 
they cannot renew the War; and with 
our Debt, we ſhall move but very Impo- 
tently in it : Upon. which Accompr, to 
purſue thoſe Methods which in a. mode- 
rate compaſs of Time, may clear the In- 
cumbrances that he on the Publick, mult 
be the beſt way to make the Peace as 
laſting and fate, as it appears to be Ho- 
nourable to Exglazvd, and the whole Con- 
tederate Interett, 


Treaties. and Leagues may be forny'd 
with great Wiſdom, but they- depend 
upon. Accidents, the Lives of Princes, 
and often on the Humors- of their Peo- 
ple: Neceſhity is not only the belt Me- 
diator, to brigg Peace. about, but like- 
wiſe the Guarantee to be molt rely*d up- 
on, that it ſhall be well obſ{erv'd. "The 
King's Valour has ended the War, put 
a {top to the Growth of Frazce , and -tor 
a While ſ{ecur'd the Liberties of Europe ; 
and his ConduCt will go as tar as poſhible, 
to make theſe Benefits laſting to us ; but 
it muſt partly depend on others to put 

Our 
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our Affairs in ſuch a Poſture, as that 


wiſe nor ſafe hereafter to renew the Quar- 
rel. 


We may expect future Quiet and Pro- 
ſperity, if our Matters can be put into 
good Order here at Home, by Honelt, 
Grave and Temperate Councils ; ſuch as 
ſhall have a due Regard to the Safety of 
the Government, and to the Liberty and 
perpetual Welfare of this Nation. 


There is a degree of Expence necella- 
ry to preſerve the Peace, and defend the 
Kingdom ; and there 1s a certain Sum 
which may be rais'd in this Juncture, 
and for ſome Time, without Ruin to 
Land, Trade, and the Manufactures ; 
but peradventure this Sum cannot be ex- 
ceeded now, nor levy'd for a long Term, 
without introducing here the- ſame Face 
of Poverty, as 1s viſible in ſome of our 
Neighbour-Countries. 


That which has enabled the Holla;zders 
to pay the Third Penny of their Annual 
Income, and yet the People to grow 
Rich in the mean time, 1s chiefly rhe 
equal manner us'd in Taxing the Sub- 
jects of their Dominion. 


He 
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_ He that would form a Scheme of tins, 
Nation's Buſineſs, ſuch as may put Emg- 
land out of Debt fooner than Fraxce, 
raiſe a competent Sum to maintain the 
Government, and to clear that part of 
our new Debt, which ſeems to require 
immediate Payments, and at the ſame 
time, not. deſtroy the Land-Interelt, 
Trade, and the ManufaCQtures; mult nor 
think it can be done by the Methods for- 
merly practis'd, when the Sum to be le. 
vy*d, is fo much beyond what was ever 
heard on among our Anceſtors, 


He tnuſt lay the Foundation of his 
Scheme, in as good a Knowledg as he 
can obtain of the Numbers of the Peo- 
ple, for ail muſt ariſe from their Labour 
and: Induſtry ; upon which ſcore he muſt 
contrive in his Model, to leave a Com- 
petency behind, whereby Labour may 
be carry'd on, and by which Induſtry 
may be encourag'd to proceed forward. 
If Land continues too long under high 
Taxes, it brings ſuch Poverty upon the 
Gentry, as mult hinder the Poor being 
employ'd, hurt Conſumption of our 
Home-ProdutGt, and interrupt our Fo- 
reign Traffick; if Trade be too much 


burthen'd with Impoſitions, ſuch a _ 
will 


ani Enzagements. 


will be requiſite, only to pay Cuſtoms, 
as muſt quite diſhearten the Induſtrious 
Merchant ; and Exciſes, too heavily laid 
upon any Commodity, fall upon Land, 
and prejudice thoſe ManutaCtures, by 
which the Body of the Feople ſubliſts. 
He therefore who would Steer ſafely be- 
tween theſe Rocks, and propoſe no- 
thing but what ſhall be conſiſtent with 
the Common Welfare, mult always have 
in his Eye, That Trade will languiſh, 
till we come to pay but Four Millions ; 
and that we cannot truly flouriſh, till 
we come to pay to the Government but 
about the Twentieth part of our Annual 
Income, as we did betore the War, and 
which may be again our Condition, when 
the Publick is ditengag'd. 


In the mean while, he that would pro« 
pole a Scheme tor his Country's Good, 
ſhould contrive to render thete Yearly 
Payments (which perhaps for {ome time 
will be unavoidable) as little burthen- 
ſome, as poſlible, ro Land, Trade, and 
the Manufactures, which are the three 
Feet upon which this Nation ſtands. 


If Supplies can be fo order'd, as to 
ſhake none of theſe three Pillars, our 
Annual Income may ſo encreaſe, as thac 
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our Payments will be leſs and leſs felt 
every Year; but if ſo. much Weight be 
laid upon any one of them, as to fink it 
down, our Annual Income mult de- 
creaſe, and conſequently theſe Payments 
will be every Year more and more a 
Burthen. ?Tis true, Land may be hurt, 
hut cannot be deſtroy'd by Taxes; but 


 Frade and ManufaQtures, may be fo 


overloaded with Iuties, as in procels of 
Time, ro be in a manner loſt. 

"Tis no hard Matter to form a Scheme 
for raiſing Mony, but the the difficulty 
lies in propoſing ſuch a one as may an- 
{wer the Neceflities of the Government 
and yer, at the ſame time, give this 
Nation ſome Taſte of the Peace. 

Mony is to be rais'd two Ways, either 
by improving the Revenues already 
grarited, or by new Fonds, and farther 
Charges upon the Pcople. 

'F he firit Courte, to make the moit of 
the prefer Revenues, Will at firit he 
unpleaſant, harſh in the Execution, and 
vccation Clamours; however, 10 Pra- 
Chice, 1t will be arrended with fewer In- 
conveniences thang any way of Taxing, 
thaz, peraciventure, can be propos'd. 

In he, toregoins Diſcourſe, we have 
endeayour'd io compute ſeveral Branches 
of the Reycnue now cxifting; and if 

our 
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our Calculations hold right, which are 
{ubmitted to the Publick; there {eemms to 
be loſt, as has been —_y mention'd, 
per AHAUM. 


£ 

In the Exciſe, {ingle and | 

double, about NY c 318,000. 

In the 12uty on Salt, about 38,075. 

In the Duty on +purmn. cy 26.000 
cr. about —— 

In the Duty on Window — $9,000 


1bout 


In the Duty on Glaſs2 __ 
Ware, &c. about 'S NY 
In the Duty on —_ 
Paper, &«c. about $ TIO 


Total——506,075. 


The Accompts for the Duty on Glaſs- 
Ware, &«. are not yet perfected ; and 
the Writer believes,he has under-rec ckon'd 
both the preſent Produce, and future Im- 
provement. 

In forming a Scheme of this Nation's 
preſent Buſineſs, Conſideration ſhould be 
had, how much, of what-may be for 
ſome time wanting to ſupport the Go- 
vernment, and pay Debts, is to be got, 
every. Year , by better Managing and Im- 
proving theſe ſeveral Branches. 


Q 2 And 
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And the foremention'd Duties ar iſing 
from our Home-Conſumption, to m 
from thence all that is legally due, will 
not be inconſiſtent with the Common 


Welfare, 


Taxes kept within a moderate Com- 
paſs, are not prejudical tro the Publick ; 
and rather enhiven Induſtry, and hinder 
Idleneſs from growing upon the Com- 
mon People. But, where of Neceſlity 
this moderate Compaſs muſt be exceed- 
ed, Care ſhould be taken to lay the Du- 
ties 1n a way, as convenient and eaſy as 


_ poſſible. 


*Tis a Matter of great Admiration, 
How fo ſmall an Extent of Territory as 
Hoiland, ſhould be able to = Six 
Millions Yearly, as they have actually 
done during this War, and yet the Coun- 
try to encreaſe in Riches. Nothing 
could have brought this about, but the 
Wiſdom that State has always ſhown, 
in ſparing Trade, and Taxing their 
Home Conſumption. 


Where high Duties are laid upon Im- 
portation, fo great a Stock 1s requiſite 
to carry on Bulineſs, as that the Mer- 

chant 
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chant cannot manage ſuch a large and 
extended Trafick, as muſt enrich a 
Country ; for he muſt have always by 
him a dead Sum to anſwer the Cu- 


 ſtoms. 


Where the Duties are laid on the Con- 
ſumption, a very little Stock will ſuffice 
to tranſact Publick Payments ; and the 
Burthen lies lightly upon a great Num- 
ber of Retailers, which will le heavily 
upon a few Wholeſale Dealers; and all 
this is ſo obvious to any common Under- 
ſtanding, as not to need further Proof, 


For theſe Reaſons, he that would form 
a Scheme, ſhould conſider whither the 
Payments now made to the Government, 
may not be ſo contriv'd, as to be leſs 
prejudicial to the general] Trade of Eg- 
{azd, than they ſeem at preſent. 


Of the 3,300,000 /. Annually raisd 
in the Kingdom, there is laid upon Im- 
portation about 1,300,000 /. 


And peradventure, this will be {6 
great a Weight upon the Induſtry of our 
Merchants, as may hinder the Peace 
from reſtoring Trade to its former Con- 
dition ; eſpecially in a Country, _— 

the 
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the multitude of Tallies and Fonds, is 
ke to keep Intereſt-Mony for a long 
time at a high Rate. 


Upon which Accompr, it may be 
worth the Conſideration of ſuch as ſtudy 
the Common Good, whither it may not 
be adviſeable hereafter, when Peace ſhall 
have given a better Conſfiſtancy ' to 
Things, - to contrive ſome way of caſing 
the Cuſtoms, and to give an Equivalent, 
by laying Duties that may be Tanta- 
mount upon the Commodities, when 
they come into the Retailers Hands; and 
ſo to charge the Conſumption, inttcad 
ot the Importation, 


The chief Objection to this, is, That 
the Duties will not be quite Ip certh In, 
and more troubleſome 1n the Collection ; 
bur thoſe Inconveniencies will be abun- 
dantly recompenc'd, by the intinite Eaſe 
iuch a Conrle of levying, what mult 


be paid, would give to the Trade of 


Enzl. _ 


If we do not fall into ſome Meaſures 
of this kind, we ſhall never be able to 
cope with our Rivals in Traifick. The 
Dutch, who by Wiſdom, and good Or- 
ger 1n their Afﬀairs, are in a way ta 

oVer- 


EFF 
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overcome the natural Advantages we 
have over them, in Soil, Product and 


Situation. 


Nor can Trade flouriſh, till the Gen- 
tlemen of the Kingdom, endeavour to 
make themſelves Maſters of the general 
Notions abour it; and till they lay us 
Concerns warmly to Heart, reflecting how 
much their Land-Intereſt depends upon 
it; which the next Seven Years wall 
more plainly demonſtrate, than five 
times the ſame number of Years could 
ihow betore. 


If Trade can be eas'd, it will be the 
better able ro bear the remaining Bur- 
then, which our Neceſſities have plac'd 
upon it; and i may yield its Proportion 
of the Sum, that tor {ſome time mult pro- 
bably be raigd our of the Annual Income 
of this Country ; and 1t Trade protpers, 
the Product oft Land will be rhe more 
enabled to pay the reſt. 


He therefore, who would form a ge- 
neral Scheme, {hould conſider how ro 
make the 3,300,000 /. already arifing 
trom ſeveral Fonds, bear more equally, 
and 1in conſequence more: lightly upon 
Land and Trade; and in all likehhood 
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this is to be compaſg'd by not laying too 
heavy Exciſes upon any one Commodity, 
and by eaſing the Importation, and ra- 
ther levying the Duty upon the Con- 
ſumption. | 


When the Debts are put into a Me- 
thod of Payment, and when punctual 
Payments have lefſen'd Intereſt, Premi- 
ums and Diſcompt, (which of Courſe 
they muſt do) it will be more eaſy to 
come at thoſe Supplies, that from Year 
to Year may be wanting, to ſupport the 
Government, and detend the King- 
dom. 


Suppoſe then, that towards ſatisfying 
Deficiencies, Arrears, and this Years Ex- 
pence ; the Publick Neceſflittes ſhould re- 
quire a Fond to he {ertled, which may 
raiſe Three Millions ; tis to be appre- 
hendcd, our preſent Circumſtances con- 
!ider'd, not above Two Miilons can be 
levied upon the Body of the People, ſo 
25 ro be an{wer'd witiun the Year. 


So that the Third Million 15 proba- 
bly not to be came at, but by ſome Cre- 
dit upon the future : And the 1 wo Mtl- 
Hons 1n all lkelihood are ro be rais'd but 
theſe four ways. | | 


i. Either 


and: Engagements. 


z. Eirher by charging. One or ſeveral 
Commodities Imported, ox of our own 
Growth, for a term of Time, with 
ſuch a Duty as may produce the Sum 
wanted; to which way of railing Mony, 
the People have lately given the Name 
of remote Fonds. | 


2. Or by charging ſeveral Commodities 
with fuch a Duty, as may raiſe the Sum 
within the Year. 


3. Or by laying the chief Sum, upon 
Land, as formerly by a Monthly Aſeſs- 
ment, or by. a Four, Shilling Aid. 


4. Or by a mixt Aid, laying part of 
the- Sum wanted on Land, levying part 
by a Poll, and the reſt by new Impoli- 
tions upon our Product, and new Duties 
upon Foreign Materials, either in their 
Conſumption at Home, or'at their Im- 
portation, 


He that would form a Scheme of the 
Nation's Buſineſs, ſhould maturely con- 
!ider theſe four Ways and Means of rai- 
ſing Mony, in order to ſee how they may 
be conſiſtant with our preſent Circum- 
{tances; how far each different Method 
may 
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may affeft the Publick, and which 
Courſe will leaſt prejudice Land, Trade, 
and the ManufaCtures. 


With remote Fonds , it will be im- 
poſſible to avoid exorbitant Premiums, 
high Intereſt, and large Diſcompt of 


Tallies; which, for theſe Five Years, 


have been the Bane of our Afﬀairs, and 
have plung'd the Publick -int9 moſt of 
the preſent Difficulties : Nor in that 
Courſe of ſupplying the Government; 
can the Debts be clear'd in any moderate 
compaſs of time ; which Debts, will be 
a terrible Weight upon us, in Caſe we 
ſhould come to' be hereafter engag'd in 
another long and expenſive War. 


To charge ſo many Branches of 'our 
Conſumption as may raiſe, within the 
Year, two Millions, will be impracti- 
cable, Howe thoſe Materials that are 
moſt like to/yield a good Revenue, have 


already a Load ſufficient upon %em ; nor. 


can Purtres of this Nature be put into 
ſych Order the firſt Year, for ſo great a 


Sum, as that a Government may depend 


upon *em for ready Mony, and Subſi- 
ſtance ; and *tis an immediate ſubſtantial 
Fond, that in all appearance will be moſt 
wanting. 0 
0 
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To lay what has been hitherto.charg'd 
pon Land, will put the Gentry of Ezg- 
{tad in a worſe Condition now , than 
they. were during the War ;. for-tho? the 
principal Burthen has lain all along up- 
on the Landed: Men, it was ſome Relief; 
that Rents were well paid for moſt of the 
time the War'laſted ; but it there ſhould 
not be the Call abroad for our Produce, 
after the Peace, as formerly, *tis to be 
fcard the Tenants will not be fo ready 
with their Payments, as when they had 
2 quicker Marker ; and if this ſhould 
happen, Land probably will not be able 
ro bear the Four Shillings Aid, or a high 
Monthly Aſleſsment. 


For theſe Reaſons, to raiſe what may 
be wanting by a mix'd Aid, ſeems moſt 
practicable, and to be attended with the 
tewelt 11] Conſequences. 


If at this time two Viillons could be 
rais'd within the Year, without touching 
upon Land, undoubtedly it were for the 
Publick Good, to li{ten to fuch a Scheme, 
and give the Landed Men, who are the 
Strength of Ezeland, and beſt Support to 
the Government, a little Eaſe ; But he 
who thinks to make ſuch a Propoſal, after 
he 
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he has puzzel'd himſelf, and others, a 
long while about it, will find he is mi- 


{taken. 


*Tis true, he who bends his Study to 
Matters of this Nature, and is deſirous 
to aſſiſt with Obſervations and Hints, 
for abler Heads and better Underſtand- 
ings to work upon, ſhould fo dire his 
Notions, as that they may tend, at laſt, 
not only to the Eaſe, but Security of the 
Landed Intereſt. 


Land would be reliev*d in its Taxes to 
little purpoſe, if, in their Stead, Re- 
venues ſhould be ſet up, which, in future 
Times, may endanger the Liberty of 


this Country. 


He therefore who would form a 
Scheme for the Good of Ezglavd, ſhould 
not ſo much endeavour to avoid Land- 
Taxes, as thereby to run into Revenues 
that. will require, in their ColleQion , 
fuch a number of Officers, as may ma- 
ſter the Landed Man in his own Cor- 


poration. 


A ſmall number of Hands may Col- 
ieft whatever Duties can be conveniently 


laid upon our Home-Confumption ; but 
| trom 
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from thence Two Millions cannot be 
raisd, all in One Year, without a Gene- 
ral Exciſe ; and ſuch a Revenue, 1n this 
wide Country, cannot be gather*'d, and 
ſo aſcertain'd, as the Government may 
depend upon it, for Subſiltance, but by 
a Multitude of Officers, peradventure 
dangerous to Liberty. 


For theſe Reaſons, 1n the preſent Junc- 
ture, ſome Aid from Land ſeems una- 
voidable. But there will ariſe a Que- 
ſtion, Which is moſt eligible, under our 
preſent Circumſtances, a Pound-Rate, or 
a Monthly Afeſsment ? 


A Pound-Rate has the greateſt appear- 
ance of Equality; but perhaps upon a due 
Conſideration of the Matter, it will be 
found, that, at this time, it will be leſs 
equal upon the whole People, than a 


- Monthly Afeſsmenr. 


An equal Pound-Rate had been prac- 
ticable, and would have produc'd a great 
Sum, in the beginning of the War, 
when Mony was plentiful, and when 
_ County had its due Proportion 
OL It, 


But 
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But 1s there not Reaſon to apprehend, 
'That changing the Coin has drawn the 
Species from the diſtant Parts of - the 
Kingdom? And does it not ſeem plain, 
That the Blood which ſhould cirautete 
in the Veins, is now gather'd all about 
the Heart ? Is it probable that Silver will 
get down into the North and Welt, to 
ſoon, by a long time, as into the Coutr 
ties adiacent to Lozaon ? 


"Tis evident to any one who under- 
ſtands the Kingdom, That even Thirty 
Years ago, Mony was ſcarce 1n the 
Northern and Weſtern Counties , till 
long Proſperity, and an immenle Trade, 
had diſpers'd it to the remotelt Places. 


And if it be now drein'd from thence, 
as there is Ground to think it 1s, 1t can- 
not return thicher, bur in a Courſe of 
Time, by a Vent of ther Commodities 
and Manufattures ; which 1a all likel:- 
hood will not proceed faſt enough, to 
put the North and Weſt, forthwith, up- 
on an equal Foot of "Faxes, with the reſt 
of Exzland, whoſe quick and near Mar- 
kets, muſt ſupply them immediately 
trom Lozdop with a greater Plenty of the 
SPECIES. 

90 
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So that an equal Pound-Rate, which 
in the beginning of the War, and till 
the Alteration of the Coin, was advile- 
able, and would have hinder'd us from 
running ſo much in Debt, does for a 
while ſeem not ſo well to conſiſt with 
the Geometrical Proportion which ſhould 
be always obſerv'd in Taxing a Nation : 
And in theſe Matters, he who would 
form a Scheme for the Publick Good, 
muſt change his Meaſures, as Circum- 
ſtances alter. 


The Pound-Rate, 1 Gul. 
& Mar. at 3 S. per pound, 566,627 
YERLGS om. —_— 


FA 


The 4 s. per Pound, le- 
vied with the ſame Care, þ 2,088,836 
ſhould have yielded 


- 


But the next Pound-Rate, | 
which was 4 Gul. & Mar.p1,977,713 
yielded but 


———— 


Difference —- I1TI,123 


And it has every Year ſince gradually 
decreas'd ; and this laſt Year perhaps as 
much as ever, tho? Endeavours have been 

made 
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made to aſcertain its Collection, by 
ſtronger Powers than had been granted 
before ; which have only ſerv'd to ſhow, 
(what ſhould have been conceald) that 
the Laws may become Impotent. 


This Decreaſe has not proceeded from 
any Fall in Rents ; but, to ſpeak plainly, 
the Home-Counties have every Year 
more and more learnt of their Neigh- 
bours, to favour. themſelves in the levy- 
ing of this Tax. 


In the preſent Scarcity of Mony, it 
any Latitude beleit of avoiding Payment, 
we mult expect it wilt be taken-by many 
People : And as the Caſe ſtands, there 
{eems good Reaſon to believe, "That the 
Men of Figure and Intereſt (who alone 
can bring; about an- equal Pound-Rate) 
will be willing, after Nine Years, to 
give themſelves and others a little Eaſe. 
And *tis to be fear'd, the Aﬀetſors part- 
cularly,” will be more influenc'd by the 
Power of their Landlords, than by any 
Oath the Parliament can make to bind 
'em to their Duty. 


So that, whoever duly conſiders the 
preſent Conſumption, the Poſture- of 
Frade, rhe Condition 'of: the Manufac- 

ruves, 
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tures, and the quantity of Mony now 
probably remaihing in every diſfintt 
County, (all which he muſt do who 
would form a regular Scheme) will be 
inclin'd to think, That a Monthly Af- 
ſeſsment is more-praCticable for this Year, 
will produce more in Proportion, - and 
anſwer with greater Certainty into the 
Exchequer, than a Pound-Rate. 


l. S, d; 
The former Month-> 
ly Aﬀeſsment upon = 137;041-18-2 


f.ng land, Was 


Which produc'd = 1.651,702-186 
—_ 


the Year 
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is more eaſy to them than a Pound-Rate ;- 
That thoſe” Taxes the Publick Neceſhties 
occaſion, can be beſt born by the Home- 
Counties, who will fooneſt Taſt: the 
Benefits ariſing from Peace, and the 
Trade of this great City ; That-mbſt of 
the Silver Species being now center*d in 
Fondon, and hereabouts, 1t can be no nn- 
equal calling, to Rate thoſe Parts which 
are beſt able to bear it, in a higher Pro- 


portion, than other Places. 


in the mixt Aids formerly granted to 
our Princes, there has been moſt com- 
monly ſome Charge upon the People by 
Poli, which generally fpeaking, is an 
Unpleaſant, and not a Popular way of 
raifing Mony : But where a great Sum 
is Wantips, that muſt otherwiſe be laid 
upon "Trade, Land, or its Product, a 
Poll cannot well be thought unreaſon- 
able. ?Tis a fort of Tax thar falls hard- 
cit upon the Farmer, and Inferzour 
Rank of Men; bur tho? it has been 
often levy'd during this War, yet con- 
{idering what a Price our Native Com- 
modities have all along born, and how 
high Wages have lately been, the Com- 
mon People have no Reaſon to com- 
plain of Poll-Mony. 


The 
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The Subſidies granted laſt Year were 
truly a Poll;; and the Article which 
charg*d the Heads was what produc'd 
the moſt. An Aid of the ſame Na- 
ture, excluding. the Stock on Land 


and in Trade, and charging Qualities 


higher, may be brought ro produce in a 
Year — — —— $00,000 /. 


"Tis true, this Tax was Unpopular ; 
but there may be many Arguments urged 
why, in this Exigency, it ſhould be re- 
peated once more, and rather made uſe 
of than any new way. 


It was given for 1,500,000 /. and has 
not yielded neax that Sum ; it was the 
principal Fond of the Exchequer Bills, 
which the Publick Faith is engag'd to 
diſcharge ſpeedily : "There is a kind of 
Equity they {hould be made good out 
of their firit Fond. Such a Sum can be 
no way rais'd ſo certainly and ſoon, nor 
without creating a great Number of. Ot- 
ficers; and ſo much Mony is: hardly to 
be levy'd but by Exciſes or | Duties 
that muſt fall direaly upon_Land and 
Irade. 
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If an can by rais'd from 0 
Lan q b 90,000 
And by ſuch 2 "0 of 
Poll ac as Mi _- 5 CO, 000. 
Here will he near halt Halt the 
Sum w anting, VIZ. "5 000 


Now fie that is to Siren A gencfal 
Scheme; ſhould confider what Proportion 
of the remainder may be'levied by Ex- 


cifes or Duties upon our Home-Conſump- 
ton 


He oupht to weigh wich himſelf 


which 15 beſt for the Nation, That the 


Sum .propes'd to arife this way, ſhould 
be levied in one, or: more Years. 


Hit  Gaarkd be rais 4 in One Year, the 
Publick would be ſooner out of Debt ; 
bur perhaps it does not poſt with the 
cariyirf.0n-0f Trade, and the other Bu- 
ſinets bf the Kin gaom, tO xa1ſe the whole 


Aithinthe Year. 


c 


If the preſent Payments, which are to 
continue for a long term of Time, can 
be 


4nA Engagements. 


be put into ſuch an Order, as not to pre- 


judice Trade, Land, and the Manuta- 
tures; it will not be difficult. ro find 
Fonds for the 3,900,000 /. for this Years 
Supply of the Government, and to fſa- 
tisty part of the Debt on Accompt of 
Deficiencies and Arrears. 


-*Tis true, the Debt ariſing from Deti- 
ciencies does in a_manner intercept any 
Aids that can'be given this Seſſions ; He 
therefore, who would form a Scheme, 


muſt duly weigh that Article. 


The Three. Shilling Aid was given for 
1,500,000 /. but conſidering. the Tax it 
felf has not well an{wer'd ; that it was 
paid in Mony, by which there will be a 
Loſs; and conſidering the Intereſt, we 
may allow upon that Article of Defici- 


ency of —— 350,000 /. 
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Brought over — — 350,000 
The ſeveral Subſidies and) 
Duties, call'd 'the Capita- 
tion, were, given lkewtſe 
for 1,500,000 /. but the, 650,009 


Intereſt on the Exchequer * 
Bills reckor?d, there may 
be on that Head, another 
Deficiency of —— —— 1 


another Fond for 280,000 /. 
has produc'd nothing ; and 


The Sale of Annuities, 7 
with Intereſt on that Head, \ $OO,0uE 


there 1s another Deficiency 
of — —— 


— 


And *tis very well if 
the One Shilling Aid, and 
the double Tonnage, and 
the Malr, occaſion not ano-\ 
ther Deficiency of - 


200,000 


Total, 1,500,000 
The Exchequer Bills, to the diſcharge 
of which the Publick Faith is engag'd, 
depend upon theſe Fonds: And the Act 
provides, That all Bills which ſhall or may 
be iſſued. out, as well for 1,500,000 I. as 
1,200,000 |. which ſhall not be Canceld by 


the 
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the Produce of the ſaid Fonds or Supplies, 
granted for the Service of the War that 
Tear, by the 25th of March, 1698. ſhall 
be ſatisfy\d, taken and CancelPd as well by 
the Arrears of the ſaid Fonds, which ſhall 
be then ſtanding out, as by and out of the 
Mony which ſhall ariſe by any Aid, which 
ſhall be granted in the next Seſſion of Par- 
liament, And the Malt Att provides, That 
if the Produce of that Duty is ſo low, as 
not to yield before the 20th of April, 1698. 
| 800,000 /. the Deficiency ſhall be made nood 
out of the firſt Aid to be pranted after that 


Day 


If any conſiderable part of theſe De- 
ficiencies are remov*d over to reinote 
Fonds, there is an end of all fort of 
Credit. 


And if what ſhall be thought neceſſary 
for the Government, be {upply*'d by Fonds 
of thar Nature, the Publick' will be eaten 
out with Uſury. 


No Man will adviſe a farther Breach 
of Credit, and all the Kingdom would 
be glad to ſee Intereſt at a lower Rate, 
which can never be, while Remote 
Fonds conſtrain the Government to bor- 
row. | 
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*Tis eaſy to form a Scheme which may 
put off the evil Day for a while, by re- 
moving the preſent Burthen, and laying 
it upon. the.'Years ta come; but ſuch 
Meaſures can hardly be conſiltant with 
the good: of Erglazad. 


Many People, in the beginning of this 
Waf, did not care to levy Mony by 
Exciſes.; and yet we are inlenſibly talPn 
into them, | having enter'd upon thoſe 
Meaſures by degrees ; which, if we had 
gone into early, and all at once, the Peace 
peradventure had been long ago conclud- 
ed: We pay now in Exciles, 


By the Additi- l. per Anaum, 
onal 9g Pences for 
a long term of 4399950 


Time, — — 
By the Duty ; | 
on Salt, a Perpe-> 105,900 
tuity of — —— h . 


By. the Duty IE. -. 
on Stamprt Paper . 44,800 
tpr ncar 10 Years, A 


———_— b ———— 


Carry over — | 58 5,750 


Brought 
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Brought over, — 585,750 

By a new Du-' fo wt] 

ty on Paper, Rds 10,000 

"By a Duty on L 
Malt for 3 Cas, | 600,000 


'By a Duty on 


100,000 
Leather, $ 


 'By a Duty = 


, I 0,000 
Glaſs-Ware, Ec. , FITS 


Total; 1,305,750 per Annam. 
A Yearly Addition of about 700,000 /. 
to this Sum,” with -what has all along 
been rais'd from T.and, would have ſup- 
ply*d the YearsExpence: For un all hke- 
lihood, Four Millions. anſwer'd within 
the Year, would every way-liave gone as 
tar as Five Millions, granted*'by Credits 
upon diftant Fonds ; fince more than « 
Fitth Part of: what has been Yearly given, 
was' conſun?d mn Diſcompt, high Inte- 
reſt, and exorbitant Premmms. So that, 
by-raifing the Four Millions within the 
Year, we ſhould have avoided that large 
Debt, which now preſſes ſo hard upon 
the Nation, 


It 
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If our Afﬀairs had been put into this 
Order , the Government might be now 
{upported by the ordinary Revenue of 
the Crown, without any Charge upon 
Land, or any new Impoſitions and Du- 
ties upon the People: And if 'this had 
been done , we ſhould pay at this time 
to the Publick, but the twentieth part of 
our Annual Income, as we did before 
the War. | 


But as the Caſe ſtands, ſome further 
Exciſes {cem unavoidable ; unleſs it be 
judg'd convenient rather to run more 
and more in Debt, or to lay yet a greater 
Burthen upon Land and Trade. 


And if it ſhould be thought for the 
Publick Good to go upon Exciſes, it 
will not be difficult to find Commodi- 
tics, which may be the proper Objects 
of a Revenue, that ſhall raiſe what may 
be wanting, 


But he who is to form a Scheme of 
this kind, ſhould take. Care, ſo to con- 
trive his Propoſal, that the Weight of 
iuch a Duty may neither he too hard 
upon one fort of People, nor preſs too 
much upon Land-Intereit , or Foreign 


Trafiick. 
Not 
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' Not to oppreſs particular Trades, the 


Duties ſhould 'rather lie ' on! 'Three or 
Four, than on One or T wo Materials. 


' Not to hurt Land, nor Trade, the 
Impoſitions ſhould be divided, and part- 
ly laid on the Conſumption of our-Home, 
and partly on the Conſumption of Com- 
modities that are of Foreign Impor- 
tation. | 


Such Dutics will affect Land and 
Trade leſs, by how much farcher they 
are laid from the firſt Vender; and by 
how much nearer they are plac'd to the 
laſt Buyer or Conſumprtioner. 


For which Reaſon, ſuch Materials of 
our own Growth, as it {hall be thought 
fir tolay a Duty on, ſhould be charg'd, 
when they are 1a the laſt Venders Hands, 
or when they have had the laſt Improve- 
ment or Manufacture, 


In the ſame manner, Foreign Mate- 
rials or Manufactures, made from thence, 
are:charg*d with lels Prejudice-to 'Trade, 
in the Hands of the laſt Improver or Re- 
tailer. | | 
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For 1n all theſe Inſtances, leſs Stock is 
requir'd for the Payment of the Duty ; 
towards: which, by, this way of Charg- 
ing, more Hands contribute ; and the 
quickrfeſs of Returns, in buying and 
(elling, .make 1x lels, felt by the whole 
People :; Whereas 1t is an immediate and 
dead + Weight - upon Land and 'Frade, 
when the Charge is direaly upon:-the 
tirſt Vender at Home, or the firſt Im- 
porter from abroad. 


"Tis true, this way. of Charging ret1- 
ders the Revenue more difficult 11: the 
Collection 3; but he 1s no; tit to go about 
a Scheme of this Nature, who cannot 
obviate that Difficulty, and propote Ma- 
terials, both Domeſtick: and Foreign, 
where: the Duty may be come at cally, 
and by a fntall number of Hands, witlz 
the Aſſiſtance of the preſent Exciſe and 
Cuſtom-houſe Officers. . | 


One of the Objections againſt Reve- 
nues, laid upon our Home-Conſumptzon, 
is, The Fraud and Exaction it gives, a 
Riſe to, .among, the Retailers, wha, .in 
thele Caſes, raile the value of their Gagds 
more than the Duty comes to ; bur this 
1s only 1n the beginning, when the Re- 
Venue 
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venue is new; for in a ſmall compaſs of 
time, all Commodities whatſoever find 
their juſt and natural Price , in which 
they ſettle at laſt. 


The Writer of theſe Papers did once 
think, That. the general Fraud of Re- 
tailers might be prevented by a Law of 
Afſize, as in Eſſay on Ways and Means, 
Pp. 125. but he here retracts that Opinion, 
being convinc'd, by a farther Inſight 1n- 
to theſe fort of Matters, that Aſſizes are 
impracticable, and a Bar to Induftry : 
However with this Diſtinction, That 
an Aſſize, or Limitation of the Price of 
the Commodity, by the Magiſtrate, may 
be for publick Advantage, where the 
Goodneſs of the Commodity 1s 1n its 
Nature uniform, ſo that one cannot im- 
prove upon it, or give it a more real 
Value than another ; of which kind are 
the Bread, and Salt, in common Ute. 
But where the Matter 1s capable of Me- 
lioration by Skill, Art and Care, as 
Fleſh, Drink, and ſeveral other "Things, 
there, perhaps, *tis molt for the Publick 
Good , that the Price ſhould be uncer- 
tain and free, as an Encouragement to 
fuch, who by Skill and Induſtry, are de- 


{irous to excel others. 


The 
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The Author of that Efſay is not 
aſham'd to acknowledg this Error, or 
any other Miſtake he ſhall be guilty of 
in theſe Diſcourſes, ſince he handles Mat- 
ters very difficult, and a Subje&t intirely 
new, where he can have bur little Help 
trom Books. 


| 
_ His principal Aim 1s to hunt after 
Truth, and conſequently he weds no 
Opinion, 1n all theſe Matters, that he 1s 
not willing to change upon better Con- 
viction. To write. of the Income and 
Expence of a whole People, and the Pub- 
lick Revenues, is travelling in an undil- 
cover d Country : And if his Draughts 
and Maps are impertc<t at firit, he thall 
mend them upon other Lights, and fur- 
ther Information: And in the mean 
while he hopes theſe his Endeavours will 
be taken in good Part ; and that his right 
Intentions to rhe Publick Service, ſhall 


 commure for his want of Skill in the 


Pertormance. 


They who treat of thefe Aﬀairs, ſub- 
ject themſelves tro Cenſure , Anſwers, 
and a Paper-War , and muſt contract 
many Enemies ; but he {hall {light all 
this, if he can give any the leaſt Help or 


Hat, 
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Hint, to ſuch- as make the Welfare and 
Proſperity of this Nation their Care and 
Study, and who are deſirous to render 
the Peace laſting to Erz/and , and the 
King's Government eaſy to him, after 


all his Foils and Hazards abroad, by ' 
placing the Publick Deb:s in a Courſe of 


Payment, and by putting his Revenues 
in ſome Order. x 


hw 


And they who are forming a Scheme 
to this purpoſe, will perhaps, upon In- 
quiry, find, (if the Neceſlities of the 
State require three Millions to be rais'd) 
that it may be done by a. mix'd Aid, con- 
ſiting of a Charge upon Land, a Poll, 
and {ome new Duties upon our Home- 


Conſumption of Commodities, Foreign 


and Domeſtick. 


But ſuch as employ their Thoughts 
upon theſe Matters, {ſhould fo contrive 
their Scheme, if poſſible, that the Pub- 
Iick may not be confum'd with Intereſt 
and Premiums, and that it - may fully 
operate for what it ſhall be granted. 


In this Juncture, nothing can he more 
advantagious to the Kingdom, than to 
beat down the Price of Mony and lower 
Intereſt; tor till that can be done Taxes 


S will 
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- will be high, 'and Trade of neceſſity 


mult languiſh. 


While the State is-compelld to give 
high Intereſt, all Contrivances and Laws 
to lefſenit, will, in the Event, be found 
ineffectual. 


3ut the Price of Mony will fall of 
courſe, if Afﬀairs can be ſo order*d, that 
the Government {hall be leſs conftram'd 
to borrew for the future. 


The Bulk of the Sum wanting, muſt 
undoubtedly ariſe from Land and a Poll. 
And it will not be difficult to point out 
ſome Branches of our Home-Conſump- 
tion, that may. bear {ſuch new Duties as 
to yield about 410,000 /. per Annum, 
and 1t they are charg'd for two Years, 
they will produce 820,c00 /. Theres a 
way likewiſe of railing 200,000 /. with- 
in the Year, and not by any Exciſe. 


Nor will it be hard to propoſe a way 
of railing a confiderable Sum, with laying 
but a light preſent Tax upon the Body 
of the People ; and where {uch as are to 
lay down this Mony, may find their 


own Accompt by {ſupplying the Govern- | | 


ment ; and who, peradventure, will be 


contented | 
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contented with a remote Fond, provided 
they, may have a good Fond ſettled, for 
the Payment of their Interelt. 


As for Example, Suppoſe ſome Soci- 
etics and Bodies of Men, for an Eſta- 
bliſhment and Priviledges to be granted, 
ſhould conſent to bind themſelves to lay 
down a conſiderable Sum , by two or 
tour Payments within a Year, and be 
willing to take a Security for their Mony 
out of the General Fond ſettled laſt Year, 
tor making good Deficiencies, and their 
Tallies to come after the whole Debt 
that 1s already upon that Fond. 


Suppoſe then, that to the ſeveral 
Branches which compoſe that General 
Fond, another Branch were added which 
might produce wherewithal to pay In- 
tereſt, and that the Sumgg, be lent were 
thereunto annex'd. Nv - 

It has been ſhown, That the Debt 
now upon it, even according to the pre- 
ſent Produce of the reſpective Branches, 
will be clear'd in leſs than Eight Years. 
And if thoſe Reveniies can be ſo im- 
prov*'d as to yield what may be juſtly 
expected from the Conſumprion of the 
Materials charg'd ; ſuch a General Fond 

I 2 will 
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will not only be ſufficient to clear the 
Engagements already upon it, but like- 
with may be able to pay off this new 
Sum to be lent, perhaps within the ſame 
term of Time. 


And for a good Eſtabliſhment and Pri- 
viledges to be granted, *tis probable that 
there are Socicties of Men, who, to give 
a greater Certainty to their Afﬀairs, and 
to make them more conſiſtant, would 
be willing to ſupply the Government 
with a conſiderable Loan, and to ſtay for 
their Principal the whole Eight Years ; 
if, 13 the mean while, they are allow'd a 
moderate Intereſt for their Mony. | 


Suppoſe then they ſhould be thus join'd 
to the General Fond, their Principal to 
come after the whole preſent Debt, a 
Duty of 4 Pence per Buſhel on Salt would 
produce 36000 /. per Annum; which 
will be a Fond to pay their Intereſt, at 
6 /. per Cent. 


As to the Debt by Arrears, at the 
winding up of our Bottom, after this 
long War, it has been here ſtated at 
1,700,000 /, and there is Reaſon to fear 
it exceeds that Sum ; but be it more or 


lo(s, *ris to be doubted part of it cannot 
. be 
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be well poſtpon'd, and of neceſſity muſt 


break into the 3,000,000 /. which per- 
adventure will be this Year wanting ; 
and for ſuch the Wiſdom of the State 
will make Prgviſion. 


But it may be worth the Conſideration 
of ſuch as would form a Scheme of this 
Nation's Buſineſs, Whither it might not 


| be adviſeable to annex to the General 


Fond, eftabliſÞd laſt Year for making 
good former Deficiencies, ſuch Debts as 
will admit of a Delay, but which in Ju- 
ſtice ought to have ſome Security, 


And this General Fond, with the Ad- 
dition of ſome new Branch, by the Firſt 
of duguit, 1706, would probably clear 


Principal and Intereſt of our whole 


Pebrs of this kind ; eipecially confider- 
ing that Peace, and a better Conduct in 


the Revenues, wirhout doubt will Tm- 


prove every particular Branch. 


"Tis true, at firſt Sight, Tales com- 
ing after ſo large a Debt, may teem very 
remote; but when Peace ſhall have given 
a Conſittancy ro Things, and a freſh 
Reputation to the Exchequer, Securities 
upon the Publick, to which there is a 
reaſonable Intereſt annex'd, will not in 
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all likelihood be lefs efteem*d for the di- 
ſtance of the Fond, eſpecially 1t the 
Fond is ſubſtantial, as this muſt be ; and 
ſuch a One, as from it, the Principal, in 
a limited time, may be expected. | 


And theſe Tallies would yet have a 
ereater Value, 1f one thing could be 
brought about ; their Fonds are to con- 
tinue {t]] Nine Years, which is a term 
of Time liable to many Changes and Ac- 
cidents: Upon which Accompt, this ge- 
neral Fond would be much more e- 
{teem'd, if a Law could be obtain'd, to 
make any voluntary Miſapplication of 
this, or any other Parhament Security 
more Criminal that it is at preſent ; and 
if it were render?d Capital, it would pe- 
radventure better conſiſt with the King's 

roht, and with the Liberties of Erz- 
EF76 | 
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/ 
Tf there can be rais'd from : Gude 
Land, IN OE 90, 
By a Poll, —_— ww coo 
And from a Duty not con-g _ _ wes 
fiſting in Excifes, ——— $ NS: 
And by Exciſes in Two 6 
20,000 
Years, —— — 
By Loans on remote Fonds, 
from {ſeveral Societies, for( p 
| 500,000 


Eſtabliſhments and Privi- 
ledges to be granted, 


There will he rais'd for 
Deficiencies, Arrears, and the >3,010,000 
Years Expence, —- _ 


According to l. 
ſuch a Scheme, 
there would not 
be rais'd upon they” 
People within the 
Year, above 

There 1salread 
paid —— 


2,000,000 


nc 


—o——  T—__—_————  —_— 


So that we 
ſhould not exceed 
Or not quite the ; 
Eighth Penny out > 44,000,000 An. Inc. 


c 5,300,c00 An. Pay. 
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For which Reaſon, it is perhaps bet- 
ter, rather to lay ſome Exciſes for Two 
Years, than ſo many as will raiſe the ſame 
Sum 1n One Year ; it being peradventure 
not ccalftant with the good of Trade, 
and the other Buſineſs of the Nation, that 
our Payments ſhould exceed the Eighth 
Penny of our Annual Income. 


And upon the ſame Accompt, it may 
perhaps be adviſcable,to make ſomeAgree- 
ment with particular Societies, becaule a 
conſiderable Sum may be thereby rais'd, 
without charging the Body of the People 
with a new impoſition ; nor will it be 
hard to find out ſuch Materials to charge, 
as that the Duties may be collected by 
about Forty Oficers. 


If the Aid from Land be by a Monthly 
Aſleſiment, 1t wil produce with certainty 
whatever ?ris g:ven for, A Poll, fome- 
thing in the Nature bf what was levy'd 
lit Year, will aniwer Quarterly. The 
200,c00 {, here mention'd, will likewiſe 
ariſe Quarterly. *Fhe Six Hundred Thou- 
fand Pound Loans to be made upon Con- 
ideration, will 2c as good as ready Mony. 
And the new Duties ariſing in I wo 
Years, tellies firuck upon them, will 

. ſerve 
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ſerve to many Uſes, as well as Mony it 
ſelf. So that if Three Millions could be 
levy'd this way, the Government would 
be out of the Hands of the Mony*d Men 
and Uſurers, which would prove very 
beneficial to the Kingdom ; for if the 
Publick is not compelPd to borrow, the 
Price of Mony muſt fall of Courſe; and 
till Tntereſt is ſome way or other lower'd, 
Trade can never Flouriſh. 


And here, perhaps, it may not be un- 
ſcaſonable to take notice, That it would be 
for the general Good of Trade, - if the 
Bank of England were reſtrain'd by Law, 
from allowing Intereſt for running Caſh : 
For the Eale of having from thence 
Three or Four per Cent, without Trouble 
or Hazard, muſt be a continual Bar to 
Induſtry, and has lately occaſion'd ſuch a 
Stagnation of the Species in their Hands, 
as by no manner of Means can be adviſea- 
ble to ſuffer, 


And now, m a few Words, to recapi- 
tulate our whole Matter, we have endea- 
vour®d to ſhow, T hat the Publick of this 
Country may ſooner emerge out -of its 
Drfficulties, than either FFramce or Hol- 
land. : 


That 
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"That according to the Produce of the 


Revenues in 1695. the Debts may be ; 


paid off in about Eight Years; that they 
may be clear'd ſooner, if the reſpeQtive 
Branches are improv'd to the utmoſt Ad- 
vantage ; and that, the Nation which can 
firſt be diſengag?d, will ſooneſt taft the 


Benefits of Trade and Peace. 


As to the Obſervations that relate to the 
raiſing this Years Supply, peradventure 
they may ſerve as little Hints and Helps, 
to thoſe who are forming a good and re- 
gular Scheme of the Nation's Bulineſs. 


The Writer of theſe Papers has met 
with extream Difficulty and Oppotition, 
in procuring the fight of the Accompts 
relating to the Revenue, which perhaps 
15 not a fair way of proceeding, with 
one, who endeavours and hends his 
whole Study to do the Publick Service. 
The Books of the Principal Oihces have 
been in a manner ſhut up againſt any 
Inquiry he defir'd to make; and this has 
render'd his Work more imperfect, than 
peradventure it would have otherwiſe 
been: However, he hopes not to have 
commuted any material Error, in ſtating 


. the Annual Produce of the chief Du- 


tics. 
This 
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he : This Diſcourſe was written in Oco- 
be | ber laſt, at which time, it was impoſh- 
ey 7 ble to gueſs what the new Impoſitions 
ve } on Glaſs-Ware, Earthen-Ware, Tobac- 
d- | co-Pipes, Paper, Parchment, and Vel- 
iN } lum, might yield ; but fince the firſt 
he 7 Sheets of this Tra were Printed off, he 
! has .procur®d the. following Accompt. 


1e | £ s. d, 
re | Glaſs-Duty, from the) 


S, 29th September, 1695. of 2495307 
e= the 17th Azgaff, 1697. | 


Pipes, and Earthen- 
*t Ware, from the 17th of 
1, May, 1696. to the 17th 


bs j Ae, 1599. . —— 


h Paper, Parchment, and 
s _ Vellum, from the iſt 
May, to the 15th Novem- 
ber, 1697. 


20389--$--10 
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I —— —— —— 


And if the AQts of Parliament, which 

- grant theſe Duties, were revis'd, and 
inforc'd with ſome new Clauſes for the 

| better aſcertaining their Collection, they 
- might be brought to yield per Annum, 
+ about —— —_ 55,000 /. 
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l. 

We have computed the 
Deficiencies at 
And the Arrears at 


1,700,000 


In all 3,200,000 


It was not pretended to be exaCt in 


2 1,500,000 | 


this laſt Calculation ; but it was nece(- | 
ſary to lay down ſome Ground, upon | 


which we might fix our Reaſonings, 
and draw thoſe Concluſions we were to 
make from thence. However, in the 


Article of Deficiencies, we are come ' 


very near the Truth ; which 1s a great 
Confirmation of the Rules and Art the 
Writer goes by, and a Proof that his 
Computations are not made at Random. 
He might indeed be guided by Political 
Arithmetick , to gueſs what the Defici- 
encies might amount to ; but the Art of 
Reaſoning upon Things by Figures , 
could not let him into the Knowledge of 
that iebt, which ariſes from Arrears to 
the Fleet and Army : And he is. now in- 
form'd they are as follows. 


© 


The 


| 


] arecomputed at — 


' | 
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'The Deficiencies 


The Arrears to 


/ the Land-Forces, 
! Guards and Garr1- 
| fons, — —— 


The Arrear of the 
Extraordinary Charg 
of the War 


The Arrears to 
the Iriſh Forces —- 


\ The Arrears to 
the Office of Ordi- 
nance (over & above 
1781047. 145. 10% d. 
which they have in 
deficient Tallies)—— 


The Arrears to the 
Navy (over and a- 
bove One Million 
Which the Treaſurer 
has in his Hands © 


deficient Tallies) —) —— 


Deficiencies and Ar- 
rears together — 


l. &. 


$1,493,000 00 © 


2,028,618 04 9Þs. 


c 428,055 10 © 


F 99,951 18 4 


( 20,052 II 5% 


1,522,527 O00 © 


—_—., 


? 5,598,401 04 74 
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"This isa very large new Debt ; but 
perhaps when it comes to be examin'd, 
it will appear, "That part of the Arrears 
ariſe from the fore-mention'd, or from 
{ome of the preſent Deficiences. Burt 
we mult. here again repeat, That if the 
ſeveral Branches which compoſe the 
Publick Revenue, had been managed 
and improv*d to the beſt Advantage, a 


great Share of this Incumbrance had 


been avoided. 


When a State is in Diſorder , and 
plung*'d in Debts and Difficulties, it is a 
Duty incumbent upon all Men, at ſuch 
a time, not to entertain Diſpair, but ra- 
ther, in that Juncture, to embrace the 
Government more warmly than before, 
as the Romans did after thew Defeat at 
Canne : And when the Common Wealth 
15 afflicted, every one ought to lend a help- 
ing Hand towards mending and reſtoring 
her Condition, and to imploy all the Fa- 
cultics of his Body and Mind in her 
Service. 


War does of neceſſity introduce Cor- 
ruption of Manners, and looſe Admini- 
{tration ; both which are attended with 
private Poverty, and publick Want. 
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and. Engagements. 


When a few Years have, in a/great de- 
oree, waſted what had been gathering 
by the Care and Wiſdom of many Ages; 
when the Publick Revenues are ill con- 
duced, and reduced to little ; when a 


! Country has loſt ſome of its richeſt Traf- 


ficks, and is in danger to loſe the reſt ; 
when the Wants of a State cannot be 
{upply'd by a _— People ; when 
thoſe who are truſted, know not what to 
ask, where every Thing is granted ; nor 
what to do, when every Thing is left to 
their Diſcretion ; when moſt Councils 
have unſucceſsful Events, and Afﬀairs in 
general proceed amiſs; to occaſion all 
this there muſt be ſome latent Diſeaſe, 
or Ulcer in the Body-Politick, which is 
not to be throughly cured by applying 
Remedies to the ſick Part, but by mend- 
ing the whole Maſs of Blood that is cor- 
rupted. | 


Fhe Publick can never have a firm 
Exiſtence, unleſs all the difterent Ranks 
of Men co-operate to its Preſervation, 
not faintly, but with the utmoſt Spirit 
and V1gour. 


For, if among thoſe in high Stations, 
there 1s not an AﬀeQtion which warmly 
Em- 
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embraces the Honour and Intereſt of the | 
Common-wealth ; and if the ſame Ge- 
nius does. not umverſally poſſeſs the In- 
ferior Order of People, ſuch ſupine Neg- # 
ligence and giddy Adminiſtration will 3 
creep into the State, as muſt be attended 
at laſt with certain Ruin. : 


If it be the Intereſt of a great many to ! 
promote Diſorder, the Affairs of a Coun- | 
try will proceed amiſs, notwithſtanding | 
all the Endeavours of a wile and virtuous | 
Prince, and a good Senate: Therefore to 
mend Things rightly, the whole People 
muſt be mended. 


To bring this about, in all likelihood, 
the beft Ways are by Precepts and Ex- | 
amples to inſpire, as many as poſhble | 
with a true Zeal and Aﬀection to their | 


Native Country ; To cultivate in the |: 


Minds of the Common People, a due | 
Reverence to Religion ; To advance | 
Morality among the berter ſort; To give | 
all Men in general an honeſt Interelt ; Þ 
and, to make Virtue and Merit the only | 
Road to Greatneſs and Prefcrment. | 


It may perhaps be beneficial and ſafe 
ina I yranny, to letall Things loote, and F 
deprave the Manners of the People; for 


the 


and Engagements; 

the Light is thereby extinguiſh'd, that 
would otherwiſe be troubleſome and too 
diſcerning ; but *tis not ſo with Lawtful 
Governments, where the Prince and 
People compoſe one Body ; fince if the 
Inferior Members are there infected, the 
Diſeaſe will produce ſuch unwholſome 
Fumes and Vapours, as may. reach and 
hurt the Head at lait: 


After a Country has been long afflicted 
with Calamities, occaſion'd by Foreign 
or Civil Wars, the Minds of the People 
will take different Turns ; ſometimes to 
great Piety, and, at other Seaſons, to 
the height of Vice :* The Romans, 
after the Gauls had Sack*'d and Burnt 


Rome, were preſently kindled with new | 


Devotion, they reviv'd their ancient Ju- 
{tice and Diſcipline, they reftor'd- thoſe 
Old and almoſt obſolete Laws, that were 
the chief Strength of their Conſtitution, 
and they reaſſunyd their former: Virtue. 
But after the Civil Wars, . in the "Times 
of Galba, Otho, and Yitellias, they were 
not at all better'd by their Miſeries 


| which is the worſt Symptom of ' a de- 


prav'd People) and rather plung'd deeper 
into Wickedneſs. For when ſpat ia;s 
Party feiz'd the City, there were 1n fome 
Streets Rapine and Murders, and 1n 

p athers 
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Or the: Publick Debts | 
others Feaſting and Proſtitution ;-ſo'that 
one and the ſame'Fown gave the View 
of a raging Waranda fiotous Peace. 


Wiſe Lawgivers, and Directors of a 
People, may make, advantage of. a fa- 
vourable Criſis. As for Example, when 
a long War 15 at an end, they may take 
that time to reform the'V ices of the Age; 
for at ſuch a Scaſon, when Poverty is 
grown upon *em, Men will probably 
be more willing to liſten after Virtue, 


and thoſe Methods by which their Con-- 


dition 1s to be reſtor?d.-: 


Nothing prevails. mote with the Mul- 
tirude, nor operates better towards their 
Amendment, than 'the Example of the 
great: Ones: It ſuch are ſeen to content 
themſclves with moderate Power, Wealth 
and. Flonours, 1t teaches thoſe below *em 
to be temperate m their Delires : . By 
which means, Fattion'may be quite 
rooted out, , which in moſt Soils 1s but 
a Weed that grows from the Dilapoint- 
ment of ambitions Hopes; and where 
Fattion: can be deftroy!d; Government 
1s rendet'd much more. cafy to-the Ru- 
ters, and without. doubtleſs expenſive; 
tor. when that rergns,, Men expe to 


at 


and Engagements. 


be highly courted, and largely paid for 
looking alter their own Safety. 


. Diſhoneſty has nothing in it ſo very 
Charming, but that Mankind might bez 
perſwaded to lay it. quite aſide, (at leaft 
in Relation to, the Publick) it they could 


do their Buſineſs in the World with 


other A:ds, and by any other Way. For 


why, in the late Reigns, did ſo many 


Protcitants help.on the Deſigns of Po- 
pery ? :Becauſe it was the only means 
of obtaining, Greatneſs and Preferment. 
Why, in former Times, were we betray'd 
by ſoine Perſons ? Becauſe the Court had 
made fclling the. People's Rights, a 
gainful Traftfick. But 1f Men could 
have mounted up to- Wealth and Ho- 
nours by any other Steps ; If thoſe, who 
were then at the Helm, had employ*d 
and rewarded ſuch as they had ſeen Zea- 
lous for the Religion of their Country, 
j-alous of its Libercies, and carctul of its 
Safety ; if general Integrity had been 
taken notice of, and.calld into the Offices 
of the State ; by degrees the Age wouit 
have mended of it jelt: Vice and Folly 


muſt have withdrawn and been our of 


Countenance, and. Virtue . and good 
Senſe might perhaps at laſt have gotten 
the upper Hand, ' | 

—* . Any 


On the Pablick Debts 


Any Body of Men that have but one 
way to Honours and: Advancement, will 
take that Courſe, tho? it be never fo 
much qut of the Road of Honeſty: And 
1f there is but one Place where Offices 
and Dignities grow , and are gather'd, 
thither Men will get, whatever it ſhall 
coſt them. 


Any Faculty of the Mind, whither for 
Uſe or for Pleaſure, which is in great 
Vogue and Eſtimation, will be cultivated 
and improv'd ; and Men will bend their 
whole Study to excel in what they ſee 
moſt pleaſing or moſt advantagious. 


*Tis the ſame Thing with Vice and 
Virtue, either of *em thrive as they ate 
encourag'd or diſcountenanc'd. Bar but 
the Gate to Vice, and Men will deſire 
to enter and advance themſelves in the 
World by Courage, Prudence, Tempe- 
rance, Integrity, Zeal for the Publick, 
Magnanimity, and true Wiſdom. | 


But if another Mark be ſet up, and 
all their, Aims direfted thither, they will 
endeavour to riſe and proſper as others 
have done, by Fraud, fervile Compliance, 
Treachery , | Artifice » Bribery, Tricks; 
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and Engagements. 


1 and corrupted Eloquence ; and when a 


Common-wealth is thus abandon'd, even 
ſome of thoſe in good Eſteem are con- 


{ tented to come in and take their Share of 
5 the Plunder. 


In a free Country, tis the Concern and 
Intereſt of Princes, That Virtue ſhould 
be reſtor*d to her juſt Value and rightful 
Dominion, and that Vice ſhould for 
ever be depos'd, and eſpecially baniſh*d 
from the Place in which are bred up their 


| Men of Action and Council. 


When Men quit the Paths of Virtue, 
which lead to true Wiſdom, they are 
preſently bewilderd in Errors: And till 
they get again into the right Road, and 
obſerve her DiQtes and Directions, no- 
thing is to be expected but Miſery and 
Contuſton, When Men leave Honeſty, 
Wiſdom forſakes them, and mixes no 
longer in their Councils: And the gene- 
ral Immoralities of a People , embolden 
weak and 1J] Perſons to thruſt themſelves 
into the Adminiſtration of Buſineſs, who, 
void of all Skill and Art, cait the Com- 
mon-wealth upon Rocks, where ſhe is 
like to ſplit and periſh: And in ſuch a 
Country, unleſs there be an univerſal 
TFendency in the Whole, to be guided by 
ct | wy the 
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the Principles. of former Honour, | its | 


Afﬀairs mutt impair daily, till, at laſt, in 
the Courſe of a few Years, - it ſhall be 
quite loſt and utterly extinguiſh'd. 


In a free Country, if a few of the | 


molt. Conſpicuous Perſons in 1t do but 
agree, to = to Heart the Honour and 
Safety of the Publick ; they will go ver 
far towards it's Preſervation, or at leal 


keep off the Evil Day for a while. For - ; 


when Fortune had undertaken to deſtroy 
the Common-Wealth of Rome, the fin- 
gle Virtue of Cao held her long in Play, 
and gave her a great deal of Oppoſi- 
tion : Much more than in a Nation, 
were many yet remain untainted , may 
thoſe good Patriots, if they will, exert 
themſelves, preſerve its Conſtitution a- 
gainſt the Attempts of deſigning Men ; 
who are very far from having the 
Wealth of Craſſus, the Fame of Pompey, 
or Ce/ar*s Conduct; and who indeed re- 
ſemble the Subverters of the Roz2ap Li- 
berty, in nothing but the Luxury and 
Rage of Clodtus. 


When Things go amils in a. State, 
Men are apt to. blame the Minulters ; 
tho? fuch Errors (the Corruption of the 
People conlider'd) perhaps were not to 
be avoided. Por 
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and Engagements. 


For a Country .may have been ſo de- 


| prav'd in a long Proceſs of Time, that 


its Aﬀairs cannot ſuddenly be capable of 


: a good and found Adminiſtration. 


But if any Corruptions are crept into 


7 the ſubordinate parts of this Govern- 


ment, they will be undoubtedly cor- 
rected in Times of Peace and Quiet. 
Eſpecially, ſince ſuch as love their Coun- 
try, and would prevent it's Ruin, will 
be aſſiſted; in their Endeavours, by a 
Prince diſpos'd by Intereſt and Inclina- 
tion,to promote it's Weltare. The King's 
Virtues will reform the Age; and his 


; Wiſdom, at the Head of the Legiſlative 


Authority , .can put the Afﬀairs of this 
Nation upon fuch a Foot, as may ex- 
tricate the Publick out of all its Debts 
and Engagements. 


And fo far as to the Publick Revenues : 
In the Second Part, the Writer of theſe 


Papers will offer ſomething concerning. 


the Trade of England. 
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Whither a Pound Rate. or an An 
ment, ſhall be. beſt lik'd of; perhaps ir 
will be thought. convenient. to eaſe Land 


of half the Burthen it hory, Surigg, the 


War. 
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the.” falſe Politicians become ' preſently 
quite alter'd ; They who ___ to Rite, 
muſt mount by other Seeps phat þ an former- 
'Y' Intreaguing, heading , <run- 
10to Faction, ' and ett che chaging 

of: ides, will' avail the bufie Men but 
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to: Mold and: Faſhion an” Aﬀembly to 
their Deſigns; every new Seſſions, y young 
Gentlemen are' {ent up, whom' it 1s'not 
ſo caſie to corrupt ; they canfix'nothing, 
where. there 1s a perpetual Flux aqgd Re- 
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Quick-ſand; when ſuch as intend'to ad- 
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res, © in {0ine proportion, hold if 
rohr; po of leſs 'Matters, and i the 
Rile bf our: Northern Colonies ; but if 
the'Governours now'there, or to he {ent 
thither, find the chief Magiftrates and 
Officers *in ' the ' Governmentz and the 
whole' Maſs of the People-already cor- 
rupted,” they will be but” il receiv'd 
and liftned to, in'their Endeavours to re- 
form the general Vices and Tmmoralifies 
of the Country; for Men, when they 
hboor under any Diſeaſe, - are fond of 
conſulting” Remedies ;' but *cis' nor fo 
with Governments, ' ſickly ard diſterrt- 
per*d, it being then the Interett of « great 
many; that the Malady ſhould be rather 
nourifld, than any Cure hearken'd at- 
ter; 'and at ſuch a Seafoty, they who 
would promote Ethicks, th all Iikehhood, 
will meet but with -a cold Reception : 
For if inthe refpeQive Colonies, wicked 
and ambitious Perſons are gor into Power, 
they will find their Accompt better, in 
having Flattery promoted, than in hear- 
ing Truth, fince they would be undone, 
evi at ſhould be wakerd out of 
their preſent 'Lethargy ; they will not 
deſire to have” Abufes corrected, as being 
their. beft Foundation ; they will be a- 
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fraid of wholeſome, Precepts and: Exam- 
Ples.,.. as being ſo-, many Reproaches to 
their Condu&t.; they. will not dare: to; be 
brought to. the Bar .of right: Senſerand 
Reaſon, by . which their AQtingsarene- 
ver {quar'd ; they. will not deſire fo have 
Morality advanc'd, . as prejudicial to their 
Deſigns; they; will dread Reformation 
of any fort, as knowing they muſt; be 
laid aſide with Scorn, and return ether 
firſt Qbſcurity when ever Things are 
capable of being mended, -; + (ih hh 


And let the  Governour be :never: ſo 
knowing and. vigilant ,- either by [the 
prevalency of their Faction, - or by:being 
able to give Oppoſition and; to: diſturb 
his Buſineſs, or by having learnt- the 
Ways of gaining ſuch as are neareſt his 
Perſon, 'or by afteting high Zeal: to his 
Service, they will creep into Stations of 
the chiefeft Truſt. and Importance, in 
which when they are once planted, *twill 
coſt him more Careand anxious/Thoughts 
to defend them, - than to prote&t his 


. Country, 


But they prevail moſt if he happens ta 
be under any preſſing Wants, becauſe: it: 
recommends their Tricks and: Arts, 
whereby this Wapt is. to -be ſupply'd; 
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and-ofteiyi they will etitangle his Aﬀairs, 
roi 'recitler ' neceffary their” fingle' Skill , 
which is howto deceive the People: Ar 
his: firſt-Artival, they will neverTet him 
intoa true Knowledge 'of Men, nor who 
are fitteſt-forhis Service; for they operily 
fay; There 'is-no more” requiſite." to the 
diſcharge'of any Truſt,” thawvan Intereſt 
to''procare'it ; a right” Maxim for'them- 
to::eftabliſh;, who are "the Produtt” of 
meer - Favour. They imagine all: Wiſ-' 
dom conſiſts in ſound Flattery, and that 
he' who 'approyes: the Preſent; does e- 
nough/ro fecure' the Future:' ' Men' of 
deep Reach they. are afraid'of, and with 
Reaſon, for ſuch look quitethrough their 
Deeds, whichi bear no Enquiry. '' Men 
of Experience'they count dangerous, and' 
ſo: they are to Magiſtrates that want it. 
All-fufficient -in their 'own ''Thoughts , 
and -cloart'd with  Preſumption;,”” they: 
ofren take upon *em to fteer the Com- 
mon-wealth, ''whoſe utter Ruir the 
madly venture every Moment; being 
far unable to fit at Helm, that they are 
hardly fit to handle the very Sails; when 
it looks ſmooth above they believe all 
ſafe | at, bottom, © never | ſounding any 
as having no Plummet, and 
when the Ship: goes: right, ris Chance 
only that brings 1t into Harbour, 
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which is here propoſed/for the'berter Go- 
vernment of the Northern'Colonies,” the 
principal Matter to: be-recommended to 
= Common- People, = -- TER of 
Vittue; and, above all things, go avoid 
—_ Humane 'Kind, fine (are 
ersan ie intreaguing Speakers,” whom' 
they anciently calPd Ofteors: | . 
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It cannot indeed be- properly” (aid , 
That Eloquence is 4 Plant of our Soil 
(for it'really never grew any” where but 
in 2 Common-wealth )- however we 
may'have ſomething like'it; and in mo- 
dern Times there have. been ſome ' who 
could ſpeak with a dangerous degree of 
Force: And [grave Attions,' Preſidents, 
vehement Figures, ' and popular Argu- 
ments, can prevail very much in Aſſem- 
blies, where a great many are difpos'd 
before-hand-to be perſuaded: ogtr: 


This Age muſt needs have ſomerhing: 
that at leaft reſembles the former Blo- 
quence; for'as in Greece and'in Rome, {6 
not long fince there: have been feerr great 
Speakers courted, and in the Pay of Fo- 
reign Kings and States, and bought a 
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Hoi the Plantarion. Trade. 
by their own Princes p any Price. Whi- 
; haz vd. the.-angent 
Speal ole 6 nat. benow 
«.z,,but this may ' be holdly.,pro» 
h in former Reigas, there 
r'd 2 Men in this "Kingdoan 4s 
the be Feope, as turbulent 
yigg,.and. who have made;as 
th Faculties, and who haye 
rds as dear. as! any of the 

Greek or Roman Orators. - | 


OF CELL Liberty 3 TY ſubverted or a 
Conlimnen chang'd, the Miſchief com- 
manly proceeds. from ſuch Perſons as firſt 
(peak well, to gaia a good Opinion, and 

do. ill. ro get. good; Places 3 Never 
any, private Mea or collective Body of a 
People. are. betray'd., bur by. thoſe in 


. whom, they... put..a Confidence ; And 


hardly. any.. have had.the Power to do 
much ths but we lifted them up with 
our. own... Voices; they., were firſt the 
Nation's , and. then the Prince's Favo- 
rites: And tho the Breach of the Peo- 
Pr Truſt was their Origunal Riſe, yer 
Race, ho formerly: been unfortunate 
2990p 40 lieve , they could be well 
and fully ſerv by'Þ erſons ſo oY 
principled. . 
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"When we haye heard Men aſſert bold- 
IE civil i and the Country's 
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ing their -Defigns or ſurveying their 


Ambition, -withour Ielr I'TE- 
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blind! 


tenſions or looking into their Dt 
we- have furrender'd our.Selves. blindly 
to their Condu& and (gone; dong wich 
*em in all Things, they have ledand go- 
vern'd us; we have cry'd them up, ex- 
tolPd their Capacities, and augmented 
their Reputation; and all this has been 
but to make them worth the taking off, 
and bur giving.them ſomething, to: be- 
tray, which they did with the firſt Op- 
portunity :--And in the mean while ma- 
ny Princes have heretofore been unhap- 
pily perſuaded by their Boſom-Enemies; 
'hat theſe popular Speakers 'were the 
only Perſons proper for their Service. 


?Tis trye, ' in mix'd Governments , 
whoever will be conſiderable, muſt be 
well skilld in all Matters relating to its 
National: Aſſembly ; He muſt be Maſter 
of its Rules and Orders ; He-muſt have 
ſome general Knowledge-/-in the Laws; 
He muſt know how to appeaſe and allay 
a Heat, and be able to ſtir up and excite 
a little Warmth upon Occaſions ;/ and, 
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"Both FPriece bat Propile-m are” every uns: 
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ing. Olivier, Charles Cardinal of Lorain; 
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Walſinghan, the Cardinals! Richliew! 
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_ & Wit,.and! the Treaſurer: South: 


apron, with.feveral others who may be' 
n'd,-: Were: not recommended and- 
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